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MORE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK COVERAGE INSIDE

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | ECONOMY

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER

Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

Signs of renewed business ac-
tivity are surfacing across the 
country as states gradually re-
open economies and some busi-
nesses call a portion of their laid-
off staffers back to work. Yet with 
millions more Americans seek-
ing unemployment aid last week, 
the U.S. job market remains as 

bleak as it’s been in decades.
More than 2.4 million laid-off 

workers filed for jobless bene-
fits last week, the government 
said Thursday, the ninth straight 
week of outsize figures since the 
viral outbreak forced millions of 
businesses to closer their doors 
and shrink their workforces.

And while the number of 
weekly applications has slowed 

Job market remains 
grim even as US 
timidly reopens

South Shore Harbour Resort 
plans to reopen in  

League City. But what  
about J.C. Penney?  

Read all about it and more  
in Laura Elder’s Biz Buzz.

THIS WEEKEND

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | TOURISM

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Hotels and vacation rentals are 
booked and many thousands of 
people are headed this way.

Public safety officials expect 
normal holiday weekend crowds 
of between 250,000 and 500,000 
visitors on the island for Memo-
rial Day, despite continued social 
distancing recommendations to 
slow the spread of the coronavi-
rus.

Businesses are preparing for a 
hectic weekend, a welcome relief 

Big crowds expected on  
island for summer’s start

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Ulises Garcia, a lifeguard with the Galveston Island Beach Patrol, keeps an eye on swimmers as he 
walks back to his tower near 51st Street in Galveston on Thursday.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Trinity Reyes builds a complex of sandcastles on the beach in 
Galveston on Thursday. Reyes and her family, from Arlington, 
are spending the Memorial Day weekend on the island.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | CHILDREN

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

As more businesses reopen 
and more parents begin return-
ing to work, child care facilities 
across the county are preparing 
to accommodate more children 
while attempting to maintain so-
cial distancing.

And that’s requiring some cre-
ativity.

Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday 

announced child care facilities 
could reopen under strict guide-
lines. In Galveston County, many 
centers have remained open 
during the spring to care for the 
children of essential workers.

The Children’s Coalition of 
Galveston already was practic-
ing all the state-recommended 
guidelines for reopening while 

Child care centers  
prepare for surge  

as economy reopens

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Raef Byers holds his son, Duncan, as Mary Musick, assistant 
director at the Children’s Coalition of Galveston, 5127 Ave. U in 
Galveston, takes his temperature during check-in at the center 
Thursday.

MARITIME | INTERNAL FEUD

By LAURA ELDER
The Daily News

The Port of Galveston is in-
vestigating a harassment com-
plaint against a trustee on its 
governing board in the latest 
development of an ongoing 
feud between the trustee and 
other stewards of the public 
docks.

Port officials Thursday de-
clined to comment about the 
complaint and investigation, 
as did Ted O’Rourke, the 
trustee accused of harassing 
an unnamed port employee.

The Daily News on Thurs-
day filed a request under the 
Texas Open Records Act for 
documents related to the hir-
ing of an outside attorney to 
conduct an investigation, re-
view or other process related 
to a harassment complaint or 
complaints against a Wharves 

Board trustee.
O ’ R o u r k e 

directed ques-
tions to his 
attorney, Ben-
jamin Roberts, 
who said he 
believed his 
client would be 
exonerated.

Roberts also 
said he had few 
details about 
the complaint 
but confirmed 
the port had 
notified his cli-
ent an outside 
attorney was 

conducting the investigation.
“We’re really, at this point, 

in the dark,” Roberts said. “We 
don’t understand where this is 

Port trustee accused  
of harassment — again

TED  
O’ROURKE

RODGER 
REES

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK  
EDUCATION

By ANGELA WILSON
The Daily News

During the first week of May 
each year, parents and students 
across the nation celebrate 
Teacher Appreciation Week with 
flowers, cards and gifts.

As with most every other as-
pect of life, COVID-19 greatly 
altered the celebrations, which 
this year included Zoom watch 
parties and thank-you parades in 
keeping with social distancing.

After weeks of home school-
ing children during a pandemic, 
parents across the county have a 
newfound and much deeper ap-
preciation for teachers, they said. 
And students do, too, they said.

Pandemic 
instills deeper  
appreciation 
of teachers
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