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Get the latest TV listings 
and entertainment news 
trivia in the all new Tuned 

In Weekly.

COMING SUNDAY

Galveston’s home prices have 
climbed in recent years. But 
some isle workers say wages 
haven’t kept pace, making it 
more difficult to buy a home.

COMING SUNDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

The arrest of a Galveston Po-
lice Department officer last week 
was the result of a monthslong 
investigation involving a wire 
tap, new documents released 
Friday show.

Police officer John Rutherford, 
40, was charged Feb. 23 with 

engaging in organized criminal 
activity, misuse of official in-
formation and tampering with 
physical evidence.

Another man, Salvador Rive-
ra, 32, of Galveston, was arrest-
ed the same day, and accused of 
working with Rutherford. 

After their arrest, Galveston 
Police Chief Vernon Hale said 
Rutherford betrayed his duties 

by helping Rivera, a suspect-
ed drug dealer, avoid arrest by 
giving him confidential police 
information. Hale also said that 
Rutherford put fellow officers’ 
lives at risk.

Charging documents released 
Thursday detail exactly what 
Rutherford is accused of.

Documents detail probe that netted GPD officer
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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Newly released arrest docu-
ments paint a picture of an in-
creasingly strained and violent 

relationship in 
the days before a 
Clear Creek High 
School graduate 
was taken, uncon-
scious, to a Luling 
hospital where 
she died two days 
later.

Cayley Manda-
di, 19, of League 

City was pronounced dead Oct. 31 
in a Luling hospital, according to a 
probable cause affidavit.

She had been attending Trinity 
University in San Antonio after 
graduating in 2016 from Clear 
Creek High School in League City, 
officials said.

“The Wildcat family was sad-
dened to hear of the death of our 
former student, Cayley Mandadi, 
back in October,” said Jamey Ma-
jewski, principal at the high school.

Mandadi was a communications 
major, a member of the Chi Beta 
Epsilon sorority and a member of 
the Trinity Cheer team, said Sha-
ron Schweitzer, a spokeswoman 
for Trinity University in a previous 
interview with The Daily News.

The case took its latest turn 
Wednesday when Mark Hower-
ton, 22, was charged with murder 
and aggravated sexual assault in 
connection to Mandadi’s death 
and turned himself into police, 

Police: Slain 
student was 
in violent 

relationship

MARK 
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By VALERIE WELLS

The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

S
ome displaced residents 
in Dickinson worry 
that businesses will buy 

flood-damaged homes, gobbling 

up older neighborhoods after 

Hurricane Harvey ravaged 

them.

Mayor Julie Masters doesn’t 

see that happening, though, she 

said.

“If we had more businesses in 

a growth mode, maybe,” Masters 

BOND | PROJECTS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

Four months after Galveston 
County voters overwhelmingly 
approved an $80 million bond, 
construction for the first projects 
funded by the measure are near-
ing approval.

County commissioners on 
Tuesday deferred an interlocal 
agreement that would have moved 

projects in Texas City and Kemah 
forward. But Galveston County 
Judge Mark Henry said the agree-
ments should be finalized soon, 
which will lead into work being 
started on bond-funded projects 
this spring.

The items were deferred on 
Monday because commission-
ers wanted more time to review 

Galveston County starts lining up projects from bonds
STUART 

VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News

A motorist 
drives by grass 
growing in the 
center of Texas 
Avenue near its 
intersection with 
Eighth Street in 
Texas City on 
Friday.

Feeling Squeezed

Residents fear businesses 

will gobble up empty homes

JENNIFER 

REYNOLDS/
The Daily 

News
Charmaine 
Rea, left, 
and her 
business 
partner, 
Manuel 
Perez, are 
upset with 
a zoning 
change on 
Holly Drive 
that will 
allow the 
owners of 
Dickinson 
Bar-B-
Que & 
Steakhouse 
and Marais 
to build a 
parking lot.

JENNIFER 

REYNOLDS/
The Daily News

A sign 
announces 
a zoning 
change on 
Holly Drive 
in Dickinson  
on 
Wednesday.
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