
By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The Galveston Park Board 
of Trustees filed a lawsuit 
Friday that leaders assert is 
necessary to protect a public 
investment of about $75 mil-
lion that went into building 
Babe’s Beach and to ensure 
planned reconstructions proj-

ects worth about another $50 

million or so aren’t derailed.

The petition, filed in the 

212th Judicial District Court, 

seeks a temporary restraining 

order against two people who 

claim ownership of beach 
land and two people who op-
erate rental businesses on that 
land, one of whom is a park 
board trustee.

The lawsuit raises questions 
about the lines between public 
and private beach and wheth-
er land claimed by the Gulf 
of Mexico and restored with 

Fight over ownership of Babe’s Beach hits courts
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A gull 
swoops past 
as people 
relax under a 
rented beach 
umbrella at 
Babe’s Beach 
in Galveston 
on Friday.
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EDUCATION | SCHOOL MEAL PROGRAMS

By JOSÉ MENDIOLA 
The Daily News

A U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture free food program ended in 
late June, leaving some Galveston 
County families worried about 
paying for school meals for the 
first time since the COVID-19 

pandemic.
“It’s frustrating to go back,” 

Cherie Bowers, director of nu-
trition services at Santa Fe In-
dependent School District, said. 
“School meals should be a part of 
the students’ everyday life.”

With end of  
program, many students 

must pay for meals

WILDLIFE | ENDANGERED SPECIES

By SARAH GRUNAU
The Daily News

T
he monarch butterfly 
population has been 
facing a steady decline 

in recent years, and the species 
this month was put on an in-
ternational organization’s list of 
threatened species, classifying it 
as endangered.

Their arrival on the threatened 
species list alarmed locals who 
understand their importance in 
nature and have worked to create 
habitats to help the species sur-
vive.

The International Union for 
Conservation of Nature last week 
declared the migratory monarch 

Plight of the monarchs
Conservationists hope to help monarch butterflies survive
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A monarch butterfly lands on a canna lily in the San Jacinto Community Garden in Galveston on 
Thursday.
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The San 
Jacinto 
Community 
Garden in 
Galveston is 
a Monarch 
Waystation. 
Garden-
ers have 
planted 
milkweeds 
and nectar 
sources to 
help the 
butterflies 
as they 
migrate.

DIPLOMACY | BRITTNEY GRINER

By VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV
Associated Press

 » MOSCOW

The Kremlin said Friday that 
it’s open to talking about a pos-
sible prisoner exchange involving 
American basketball star Brit-
tney Griner but strongly warned 
Washington against publicizing 

the issue.
Griner, a two-

time U.S. Olympic 
champion and an 
eight-time all-star 
with the WNBA’s 
Phoenix Mercu-
ry, has been de-
tained in Russia 

DIPLOMACY | US-CHINA RELATIONS

By ELLEN KNICKMEYER,  
ZEKE MILLER and DAVID RISING
Associate Press

 » WASHINGTON

China cut off contacts with the 
United States on vital issues Fri-
day — including military matters 
and crucial climate coopera-
tion — as concerns rose that the 

Communist government’s hos-
tile reaction to House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s Taiwan visit could 
signal a lasting, more aggressive 
approach toward its U.S. rival 
and the self-ruled island.

China’s move to freeze key lines 
of communication compounded 
the worsening of relations from 
Pelosi’s visit and from the Chi-

nese response with military exer-
cises off Taiwan, including firing 
missiles that splashed down in 
surrounding waters.

After the White House sum-
moned China’s ambassador, Qin 
Gang, late Thursday to protest the 
military exercises, White House 

Kremlin says Griner 
swap must be discussed 

without publicity

BRITTNEY 
GRINER

China cuts off vital US contacts over Pelosi Taiwan visit
SHUJI KAJIYAMA/AP

U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, center, 
arrives at the plenary 
session of the lower 
house in Tokyo on Fri-
day. Pelosi is in Tokyo 
on the final leg of an 
Asia tour highlighted 
by a visit to Taiwan.
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