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By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Proponents for a new library 
in Galveston County’s largest city 

know their work is cut out for 
them, especially given the costs 
experts recently estimated it might 
take to build one, they said.

“I don’t know how you can build 
anything inexpensively anymore,” 

said Janel Salmen, treasurer of 
League City’s Friends of the Hel-
en Hall Library board, a nonprofit 
supporting the library.

Salmen is a retired school li-
brarian and a longtime proponent 

of expanding and diversifying 
League City’s library system, some-
thing for which a growing number 
of residents have asked.

“I think there’s a strong need for 
either a larger library or anoth-

er branch,” she said. “I know it’s 
hard for some people seeing that 
amount of money and not to think 
about recent flooding. I under-

Costs might be large for library, but not out of line
GOVERNMENT | FINANCE

With two weeks left in high school 
football’s regular season, keep track of 
how your team is faring in Sports Plus.

COMING THIS WEEKEND

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Island leaders are hoping to complete a de-
cades-old effort to create a mechanism for eco-
nomic development by forming a new group 
early next year.

The Community Development Corpora-
tion, which would be a non-governmental 
entity, would aim to bring more commercial 
development and middle-income housing to 
the island, a goal that island officials have been 
working on for years.

Forming the corporation stems from a rec-
ommendation by Vision Galveston, the com-
munity-driven effort that city leaders have said 
will become the foundation for an island-wide 
comprehensive plan.

Part of what the corporation would do is buy 
land that it can sell back to developers, who will 
build commercial businesses or housing priced 
for middle-income buyers, said Keath Jacoby, 
project director of Vision Galveston.

“We’re looking at teachers, young families, 
young professionals,” Jacoby said.

Buying land and assembling parcels of prop-
erty large enough to be useful, which could 
sometimes involve negotiating with multiple 
owners, takes some of the risk and trouble out 
of investment for developers, Jacoby said.

Local group 
to form aimed 

at spurring 
development
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By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Texas oyster season officially opens to-
day, meaning licensed fishermen can legal-
ly harvest oysters on public reefs approved 
by the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
through April 30.

At the beginning of the 2019-20 season, 
two sections of Galveston Bay — shellfish 
harvesting areas TX 4 and TX 5 — are 

Oyster season begins as beds recover from Harvey
KELSEY WALLING/The 

Daily News
Luis Ayala, right, and 
Rodolfo Terrazas paint 
the bottom of the 
Hustler oyster boat in 
preparation for the up-
coming oyster season in 
San Leon on Thursday. 
Many oyster boats are 
waiting in a shipyard off 
state Highway 146.
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Riders roared into Galveston on Thurs-
day for the Lone Star Rally, which is the 
nation’s largest four-day motorcycle event.

Lone Star 
Rally begins

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
Riders cruise The Strand on the opening day of the 2019 Lone Star Rally in Galveston on Thursday

Dressed 
in a Dia 
De Los 
Muertos 
costume, 
Cristina 
Rodriguez 
takes a 
photo-
graph of 
passing 
bikes 
on The 
Strand on 
Thursday.GO TO GALVNEWS.COM FOR GALLERY


