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EDUCATION | HIRING

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

The sole finalist for the Clear 
Creek Independent School Dis-
trict superintendent position 
met with parents, students and 
community members this week, 
sharing his vision for the dis-
trict and explaining that Texas is 
not Virginia and they shouldn’t 
expect him to bring the same 
policies.

“The bottom line is that I was 
hired as a leader to work with the 
board and this community,” Eric 
Williams told The Daily News. 

“I’m not coming in and bringing 
a particular program.”

Williams, in a wide-ranging 
interview, addressed the issues 
during his time as superinten-
dent at Loudoun County Public 
School District in northern Vir-
ginia that have drawn criticism, 
including race relations and 
reopening during the pandem-
ic. And he praised Clear Creek 
for its innovative approach to 
education.

“I’m attracted to the academ-
ic excellence of the district and 
the emphasis on continuous 

Superintendent finalist  
speaks to criticism, shares 

vision for Clear Creek 
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Eric Williams 
is introduced 
as the sole 
finalist for 
the Clear 
Creek school 
district’s 
superinten-
dent’s posi-
tion Nov. 9.

LAW ENFORCEMENT | CITY MARSHAL’S OFFICE

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

E
nforcement of city codes 
about everything from 
maintenance of struc-

tures, lawns and landscaping, 
loud noises, signs and parking, to 
name a few, is a perennial source 
of complaint and debate, which 
tends to oscillate between calls for 
more of it and calls for less of it.

Such is the case now, near the 
end of an unprecedentedly long 
city council campaign season, as 
some call for reform of the City 
Marshal’s Office and a general 

Perennial code enforcement  
debate part of council races 

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
City of Galveston Chief Deputy Marshal James Pope paints over graffiti on a garage in an alley-
way in Galveston on Thursday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
City of Galveston Chief Deputy Marshal James Pope takes a 
photograph of a house with multiple code violations in Gal-
veston on Thursday.

Are grocery 
stores 

expecting 
pandemic 

panic to affect 
the usual pre-
Thanksgiving 

shopping rush?

COMING TUESDAY

ELECTION 2020 | VOTING LOCATION

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Moody Methodist Church is 
one of the city’s most popular 
voting locations.

But for a short time this week, 
the church appeared set to sit  
out the Dec. 15 election. 

On Tuesday, the Galveston 
City Council approved a list of 
voting locations and the church 

wasn’t among them.
The church’s absence caused 

mayoral candidate Roger “Bo” 
Quiroga to cast suspicions at 
his opponent, acting Mayor 
Craig Brown, and imply that the 
church’s absence would put him 
at a disadvantage in the race. The 
accusations, in turn, led Brown to 
accuse Quiroga of spreading mis-
information about the situation, 

Safety, not shenanigans 
left church off poll list
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Elijah St. 
Thomas 
walks past 
a banner 
after voting 
at Moody 
Methodist 
Church, 
2803 53rd 
St. in Gal-
veston, on 
Nov. 6.

ELECTION 2020 | MAYORAL RUNOFF

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Despite some rumors that 
Roger “Bo” Quiroga would 
purge city hall if elected may-
or, the candidate said recently 
he would give the city admin-
istration time to perform be-
fore making changes.

Either way, City Manager 
Brian Maxwell said he’s not 
worried about job security 
and that he’ll continue work-
ing as normal.

Quiroga, who was mayor 
from 1998 to 2004, has vowed 
that, if elected, he would 
overhaul city hall to make it  
fairer, more equitable and 
more cost-efficient.

Quiroga and Mayor pro tem 
Craig Brown, who is acting as 

mayor, are in 
a runoff race 
scheduled for 
voting Dec. 15.

The city 
manager po-
sition is one 
of the few that 
city council 
has direct hir-
ing and firing 
power over, in-
cluding the city 
secretary and 
city attorney.

Quiroga said 
he would want 
to investigate 
certain city de-

partments before he made any 
staffing changes, he said.

VIRUS | MAYOR’S FIGHT

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Mayor Pat Hallisey has been 
moved to intensive care as he 
continues his battle with coro-
navirus. Hallisey’s wife, Janice 

Hallisey, also has 
tested positive for 
the virus, officials 
with the city con-
firmed Friday.

Pat Hallisey 
on Wednesday 
morning was in 
good spirits but 
receiving oxy-

gen and steroids to treat the vi-
rus, said Sarah Greer Osborne, 
spokeswoman for League City.

Just a few hours later, city of-
ficials learned doctors were 

League City 
mayor moved 
into intensive 

care with COVID
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