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By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

 » SANTA FE

County Commissioner Joe Giusti thinks 

a natural gas treatment plant that sprang 

up recently in a neighborhood just south of 

Santa Fe is safe, but he wouldn’t want to live 

near it, he said.

The latter assessment is one shared by 

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

The federal government has 
awarded a Galveston company 
more than $789 million to rebuild 
parts of the U.S.-Mexico border 
wall.

The contract, awarded by the 
U.S Army Corps of Engineers, 
means SLSCO Ltd., stands to earn 
more than $1 billion total from 
work related to building fences and 
walls along the border.

The company, owned by Gal-
veston natives Todd, John and Bil-
ly Sullivan, declined to comment, 
citing government restrictions.

“Due to the nature of the project, 
we direct all media to U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol,” company 
spokeswoman Liz Rogers Alvara-
do said.

The contract was one of two to-
taling nearly $1 billion to replace 
short barriers meant to block vehi-
cles with tall fences, federal officials 
said late Tuesday.

Barnard Construction Co., 
based in Montana, won the second 
contract for $187 million, officials 
said.

Galveston 
company 
gets $789 
million for 
border wall
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The Daily News celebrates 
the people and businesses 

who give back to the 
community in its annual 

special issue called Profiles.

COMING SATURDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

When you’re working with 
cells, you have to take every pre-
caution to not contaminate your 
sample.

You’ll put the cells in a carbon 
dioxide-chilled refrigerator, and 
let them grow in a negative pres-
sure hood, which keeps you from 
accidentally spitting into your pe-
tri dish.

You’ll suspend the cells in puri-
fied water and look at them using 

a special microscope.
And if you’re a student at Ball 

High School, you’ll do this very 
carefully and under the watchful 
eyes of teachers, who are excit-
ed students can use all this new 
equipment.

Carefully, very carefully.
Ball High School is putting the 

final touches on a new state-of-
the-art science lab that officials 
say would be used by 500 students 
a year come next fall.

“It’s really exciting, I’m really 
excited for it to just be done,” said 
Michelle Puig, Ball High School’s 

microbiology teacher, who has 
helped plan and develop the lab.

The new lab is filled with state-
of-the-art equipment, which 
is usually reserved for college 

campuses, said Julia Ramirez, 
the director of biomedical and 
science program at Ball High 

High school 
invests in a rare 

biotechnology lab

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Ball High School juniors Bryce Rosales, from left, Leyha Williams, Jessica Sauceda and Braden Hebert are learning to use the equip-
ment in the school’s new Biotechnology Lab on Tuesday. They’ll soon be learning to grow cell cultures under controlled conditions 
in the new classroom lab.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Ball High School students Braden Hebert, from left, Jessica 
Sauceda and Leyha Williams look through the glass of a biologi-
cal safety cabinet at some of the new lab equipment.

Commissioner tours gas 
plant in rural county

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
A new Kinder Morgan plant, a natural gas pro-
cessing plant, operates in Santa Fe on Wednesday. 
Commissioner Joe Giusti toured the plant with 
engineers and representatives of Kinder Morgan 
Treating, to get answers to his questions about the 
project, he said.
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By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston officials are consid-
ering adopting new federal flood 
maps in advance of the August im-
plementation date, a decision that 
could alter some building stan-
dards this summer.

The new Federal Emergency 

Management Agency maps, which 
have been in the works since 2012, 
are expected to assign higher base 
flood elevations in some parts of 
the island, but might lower the ele-
vations in other parts, officials have 
said.

Base flood is the computed el-
evation to which floodwater is 

City debates accepting new 
flood maps now or later
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By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A computer system failure at tourist des-

tination Moody Gardens, and the organiza-

tion’s hotel, has prevented customers from 
making digital payments and bookings for 
about a month, a spokeswoman said.

Staff members in the technical depart-
ment at the Moody Gardens Hotel Spa 
& Convention Center, 7 Hope Blvd., ex-

pect online booking for hotel rooms to 

be restored Thursday, spokeswoman Jerri 

Hamachek said.

But restoring online payment for ticketing 

could take longer, since that service is run 

through a third party, she said.

‘Catastrophic’ failure takes Moody Gardens offline 
Hotel, attraction bookings expected back up Thursday

TOURISM | TECHNOLOGY

See OFFLINE » A7


