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COURT | 2016 STABBING DEATH

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A Baytown man has pleaded 
guilty to stabbing his 16-year-old 
girlfriend to death and hiding her 
body in a wooded area in Novem-
ber 2016 in Texas City.

Jesse Christian Dobbs, 23, plead-
ed guilty to one count of murder 
Tuesday in the 56th District Court 

in Galveston, court records show. 
A hearing is tentatively set for 
Sept. 24 to determine his sentence, 
court records show.

Defense attorneys plan to argue 
that Dobbs killed his girlfriend, 
Kirsten Nicole Fritch, as an act of 
sudden passion, said Jyll Rekoff, 
who is representing Dobbs.

If a jury finds he acted in sudden 

passion, the punishment range is 
two to 20 years in prison instead 
of the normal five to 99 years for a 
murder charge, Rekoff said.

“Jesse had nothing to do with 
those two murders in Baytown,” 
Rekoff said. “He had no reason to 
murder her mother and sister. He 
was put in that situation by Kirsten 
with no idea what was about to oc-

cur. He hasn’t been charged in the 
other two murders yet. There’s no 
evidence putting him there at this 
point.”

Cynthia Morris, 37, and her 
daughter Breanna Pavlicek, 13, 
were found shot to death in their 
Baytown home Nov. 8, 2016. 

Man pleads guilty to stabbing, plans to argue passion
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Lawn-care contracts and 
drainage ditch funding raise 
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about it in Political Buzz.

COMING THURSDAY

POLICE | ARREST

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » DICKINSON

A former Dickinson High 
School softball coach was arrest-
ed last week and charged with 

having an im-
proper relation-
ship with one of 
her students.

Kristin Pike, 
28, of Livingston, 
turned herself 
into the Galveston 
County Sheriff’s 
Office on Friday, 
according to the 

Dickinson Independent School 
District.

Pike was charged with a felony 
count of improper relationship 
between an educator and stu-
dent, according to court records.

Pike is accused of having a re-
lationship with a student in 2016, 
according to the school district. 
She worked for the district from 
August 2015 until June 2018, 
district spokeswoman Tammy 
Dowdy said.

The district was made aware 
of the allegations against Pike 
earlier this month, Dowdy said. 
A student made a statement to a 
school administrator that caused 
the school district to report 
Pike to Texas Child Protective 
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PORT OF GALVESTON | POSITION CHANGES

By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

In more changes among the 
Port of Galveston’s top manage-
ment, Harbormaster Brett B. 
Milutin advanced in the ranks 
with Monday’s announcement 

of his promotion to director of 
port operations.

Port officials and board mem-
bers have praised Milutin for his 
work attracting more lay vessels 
to the publicly owned docks, 
generating about $1.25 million 
in revenue during the first six 

months of 2018. The same peri-
od of 2017 only brought in about 
$400,000.

“I just want the port to grow 
to the capacity that it’s capable 
of doing, getting in every vessel 
that we can,” Milutin said. “An 
open dock does not make us 

money.”
Port officials did not immedi-

ately provide Milutin’s salary in 
his new position, but said they 
would today.

The 17-year employee of the 

Harbormaster promoted to director of port operations

WEATHER | HURRICANE SEASON

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON  
and MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

A 
torrential early morn-
ing rain storm swamped 
Texas City on Tues-

day morning, forcing schools to 
close, damaging the community 
college and flooding some homes 
in the city.

Arriving near the anniversaries 
of Hurricane Ike and Hurricane 
Harvey, and with tropical storms 
lining up in the Atlantic Ocean, 

the rainy weath-
er stressed local 
residents and 
reminded them 
that damage can 
come quick-
ly during peak 
hurricane sea-
son.

The heavi-
est rains began 
over Galveston 

County just before 3 a.m., and 
prompted a flash flood warning 
for eastern and southern parts of 
the mainland about 5 a.m.

Parts of Galveston County 
saw as much as 10 inches of rain 
during the morning, with the 
hardest rainfalls happening in the 
Texas City and La Marque areas.

The rain flooded roadways, 
including FM 1765. Texas City 
Independent School District can-
celed classes for the day — citing 
forecasts of persistent rain.

“We didn’t want people to get 
here and not be able to get home,” 
district spokeswoman Melissa 
Tortorici said.

Texas City Mayor Matt Doyle 
called the event a “tough rain.”

The city evacuated one couple 
from a home, and performed a 

Worrisome weather
Rain swamps  

Texas City; more 

might be on the way

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Brie Digiulio grabs clothes for her 1-year-old daughter, Bailey, in her flooded house in Texas City 
on Tuesday. Diguilio and her family just moved back into their home a couple months ago after 
repairing Hurricane Harvey damage.

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Marty Venegas Howell opens the door to her flooded backyard in 
Texas City on Tuesday. Venegas Howell did not repair the house 
after Hurricane Harvey, because she knew it was going to flood 
again.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/ 
The Daily News

A worker with Blackmon 
Mooring vacuums mud and 
water from the vice pres-
ident’s suite at College of 
the Mainland in Texas City 
on Tuesday. Overnight rains 
flooded the administration 
building and damaged the 
concrete foundation.
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