
EDITORIAL: New thinking on Clear Creek might be an improvement » A4

G A L V E S T O N    C O U N T Y

Texas’ OldesT Newspaper • publishiNg siNce 1842 • celebraTiNg 177 Years

Friday, May 10, 2019 • galvnews.com 79 70 » A8 • $1

Vol. 177, 
No. 28 6 45485 00100 7

© 2019 The Galveston County Daily News

INDEX ABBY A6 LOTTERY A2  MARKETS A5  OBITUARIES B5  OPINION A4  PUZZLES A6  SPORTS B1

By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

Texas’ own former first 
lady, Laura Bush, entertained 
and inspired attendees of the 
12th annual Galveston Wom-
en’s Conference on Thursday, 
cracking jokes about life with 
her husband George W. Bush, 
the 43rd president of the Unit-

ed States, and emphasizing the 
importance of reading and ed-
ucation in a democracy.

On returning to Texas af-
ter eight years in the White 
House, Bush said she and the 
former president are living 
what she calls the afterlife in a 
state George W. Bush calls the 
Promised Land.

Returning frequently to the 

cause she championed as first 
lady, literacy, Bush said she 
was delighted upon arriving 
at the Moody Gardens Con-
vention Center to see the Gal-
veston Independent School 
District’s book bus and to be 
there in support of the dis-
trict’s Educational Foundation 

Laura Bush entertains, inspires at Women’s Conference
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/ 

The Daily News
Former first lady Laura 
Bush talks about life with 
her husband and former 
President George W. Bush 
during the 12th annual 
Galveston Women’s Con-
ference at the Moody Gar-
dens Convention Center in 
Galveston on Thursday.
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

P
lans by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers no longer call for miles 
of levees built along highways in 

Galveston and on Bolivar Peninsula as 
part of a proposal to protect the region 
from storm surges caused by hurricanes.

Instead, a new recommendation for 
regional flood protection will include a 
plan to build and expand dunes along 
the beaches in those places, corps offi-
cials said Tuesday.

“We have dropped the levees on Bo-
livar and Galveston,” said Kelly Burks-
Copes, the project manager for the Army 
Corps project.

The announcement is a significant 
change from the proposal first outlined 
in the tentatively selected plan the corps 
released in November 2018. While of-
ficials had stressed that the initial plan 
needed to be developed in detail, it em-
phasized levees and flood gates to hold 
back flood waters.

The new plan, which won’t to be re-
leased in written form until next year, 
does away with the levees in favor of 

building dunes, Burks-Copes said.
New dunes would be built on the dune 

lines of the peninsula and the West End 
of Galveston Island. The dunes would 
resemble the natural dunes that already 
exist in those places. The corps does 
not plan to recommend that the dunes 
include a solid core, as have been rec-
ommended in some concepts of coastal 
barriers over the years.

The corps changed its recommenda-
tions after receiving more than 6,000 
public comments about the barrier plan 

Corps cuts levees, adds 
dunes to storm barrier plan

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
The Bluestones walk up a dune after a day at the beach at Beachside Village on Thursday. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
has dropped a plan to build hardened levees along that stretch of beach as part of a proposed storm-surge barrier.

Harbor Freight Tools nails down a 
site and a barbecue enterprise is 

soon to take over a popular island 
restaurant. Read about that and 
more in Laura Elder’s Biz Buzz.

COMING SUNDAY

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The organization that monitors sea 
turtles in South Texas has reported the 
largest incidence of turtle strandings 
in April for the state, but Galveston’s 
stranding levels are only slightly elevat-
ed, officials said.

The Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage 
Network in Padre Island reported 154 
sea turtles stranded in the state for April, 
the highest incidence for that month 
since the network was established in the 
1980s, Texas Coordinator Donna Shaver 
said.

“A more typical year, you might have 
100 in April,” Shaver said. “It’s high for 
April.”

A stranded turtle can be dead or alive, 
and washed ashore because of sickness 
or other reasons.

Sea turtle 
strandings 

up sharply in 
South Texas

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Ben Higgins, sea turtle program man-
ager for the Galveston Laboratory of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration, talks about treating 
stranded and injured sea turtles at the 
island facility Wednesday.
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

Two people were killed and 
another seriously injured in 
a crash on state Highway 3 in 
Texas City on Thursday eve-
ning, police said.

The crash happened at 
about 8 p.m. near the intersec-
tion of the highway and Men-

tor Drive, Texas City Police 
Department spokesman Allen 
Bjerke said.

The crash involved a person 
on a motorcycle and a vehicle 
with at least three people in-
side, Bjerke said.

Police were still gather-
ing details about the crash at 

Police: 2 dead, 1 hospitalized in state Highway 3 crash
STUART 

VILLANUEVA/
The Daily News

A man watches 
as emergency 
responders 
work at the 
scene of a fatal 
accident on 
state Highway 
3 in Texas City 
on Thursday. See CRASH » A5


