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Voters might be asked in a ref-
erendum next year to double the 
price of seawall parking.

The Seawall Parking Ad Hoc 

Committee on Thursday recom-
mended a rate increase from $1 
to $2 an hour with a minimum 
two-hour charge along Seawall 
Boulevard as part of its review of 
the current seawall parking pro-
gram.

The committee also recom-

mended raising annual pass rates 
from $25 to $45.

The Galveston City Council 
last month tasked the committee 
with studying the parking system 
in advance of the program’s sun-
set in 2020.

Voters approved the $1 an hour 

charge in 2011 on the condition 
funds would be used for seawall 
improvements such as restrooms 
and bus stops. The program be-
gan in 2013.

Increasing the hourly rate 
would bring in more money for 
needed seawall improvements, 

committee member Dennis Byrd 
Jr. said.

“Downtown Galveston, we are 
all paying $1.75 to park,” Byrd 
said. “There’s more traffic on the 
seawall than downtown. It’s the 

City to consider doubling seawall parking rate
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By ANGELA WILSON
The Daily News

When Barack Obama became the na-
tion’s first black president, many people 
saw proof the United States had entered 
a post-racial age. They argued the old 
struggles over racial bias, prejudice and 
inequality had been put to rest, consigned 
to the 20th century.

But while that 2008 election was un-

doubtedly a high point in 
the country’s long, jagged, 
sometimes violent, racial 
experience, it also marked, 
for many, a resurgence of 
racial hatred more intense 

than had been seen in decades.
Now, two years into the administration 

Four Galveston County 
residents talk about race

STUART  
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The Daily News
Robert Quinte-
ro, the deputy 
district direc-
tor LULAC Dis-
trict 8 and vice 
president of 
LULAC Council 
No. 151, works 
in his office 
at the Island 
Community 
Center in 
Galveston on 
Sept. 27.See RACE » A4
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Galveston County Judge Mark 
Henry wants the county to ex-

plore whether it 
can seek reim-
bursement for the 
theft of more than 
$500,000 by mak-
ing claims against 
surety bonds held 
by three public of-
ficials.

County com-
missioners in an 

executive session Monday will 
discuss whether to file surety 
bond claims against the audi-
tor’s office, the county treasurer’s 

HOLIDAYS | DICKENS ON THE STRAND

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

W
hile many Dickens 
on The Strand guests 
spend the festival 

mornings perfecting their cos-
tumes, the Lee family rolls into 
Galveston early.

For decades, Lindsey Lee and 
his family have brought their col-

lection of antique 
bicycles to the 
Dickens festival 
and continued 
the tradition for 
the event’s 45th 
year.

The family ar-
rives early, before 
crowds make rid-
ing difficult, Lee 
said. During the 
day, guests can 

try balancing on a high-wheel or 
steering a three-wheel bike.

“I enjoy coming out and meet-
ing people,” Lee said. “It’s a lot of 
fun. A lot of people, we get to see 
every year.”

His father, Larry Lee, began 
coming to the holiday festival in 
its second year, he said. The an-
nual event celebrates 19th centu-
ry Victorian London culture and 
perfectly suits his family’s collec-
tion of 28 bicycles, he said.

Between the 1870s and 1890s, 
when they were most popular, 
these high-wheel bikes were pri-
marily for the wealthy, Lindsey 
Lee said.

“Anywhere between a month 
to a year’s worth of salary for a 
working man is what you would 
spend for a bicycle in the mid- 
1880s,” Lindsey Lee said.

The family developed its col-

Galveston travels in history 
with antique bicycles

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News photos
Edward Lee tightens a screw on his American Eagle high-wheel bike while awaiting crowds to 
arrive to Dickens on The Strand on Saturday. Lee got his love of high-wheel bikes from his grand-
father and father.

See PARKING » A5
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Julie O’Brien 
laughs after 
getting stuck 
in a trolly 
track while 
riding one of 
Lindsey Lee’s, 
right, many 
antique 
bikes while 
waiting for 
crowds to 
arrive to 
Dickens on 
The Strand 
on Saturday. 
These par-
ticular bikes 
were made 
for women 
between 
1870-1890.
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