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 » GALVESTON

he city spent about $346 per resident on 
police in 2013 and devoted 38 percent of 
total general fund spending to police during 
the same period.  

And while police spending last year was 
down about 5.6 percent — to about $16.9 
million from a 10-year high of about $17.9 
million during iscal 2009-10 — the per-
resident amount, and general fund percent-

age, were on the high side of average, based 
on a Daily News review of more than 30 
other cities.

But while those calculations are among 
benchmarks commonly applied to police 
departments, they have to be taken in con-
text, Larry T. Hoover, professor of criminal 
justice at Sam Houston State University, 
said. 

The issue
Police staing and issues akin to it are 

matters of long-running debate in Galves-

 Experts say look at a range of measures

See police | A4

With one of the highest police budgets in 
terms of dollars per resident, Boca Raton, 
though, has some of the largest numbers of 
people commuting to work in the city — 
74,352 — while many of its residents work 
outside the city. 
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Becker, Dawson draw opponents early in League City council elections  » A3

How many cops? 
Galveston spends $346 per resident on police. League City spends $180.  
But experts say that statistic is a flawed way to measure police staffing. 

Suburbs, such as League City, traditionally 
have a larger portion of their residents 
commuting to work outside of the area. 
League City has more residents working 
outside the city, 32,410, than it has workers 
inside the city, 22,081. 

NOTE: Numbers are from 2011.

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau
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PUBLIC SAFETY: The cost/beneit question

The makeup of the community 
also can make a difference 
in how a city is policed. The 
vast majority of Lincoln, Neb., 
workers also live in the city, 
and are mostly white collar 
government, university and 
insurance industry employees.

Cities such as Galveston and Boca Raton, 
Fla., have a higher influx of tourists and 
non-resident workers than non-tourist 
destination cities, so some claim an officer-
per-resident ratio is not a true measure of 
how a police department should be staffed.

“The cost-per-resident 
statistic is more valid than 
officers-per-thousand, but 
both statistics are flawed 
because the denominator 
is people who sleep there. 
... Consequently, tourist 

destinations are badly rep-
resented by both statistics.”

Larry T. Hoover  |   professor of criminal 

justice at Sam  Houston State University
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 » GALVESTON

A 72-year-old man 
was killed Saturday in 
a two-car accident in 
the 9500 block of Sea-
wall Boulevard that shut 
down traic for more 
than ive hours.

Galveston Police De-
partment investiga-
tors said they believed 
the man, who was in a 
Toyota Sienna minivan, 
was driving west on the 
seawall when a black 
Ininiti SUV going east 
attempted a U-turn and 
struck the minivan on 
the driver’s side at 1:55 

Man 
dies in 
Seawall 
wreck

Drug arrests

By ANA GOÑI-LESSAN
Correspondent

 » DICKINSON

Drug charges were 
iled against 24 people 
Friday as a result of a 
yearlong undercover op-
eration by the Galveston 
County Sherif’s Oice 
in Dickinson.

Seven of the 24 were 
arrested Friday, and sev-
en others already were 
in custody. Authorities 
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