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 » GALVESTON

A Federal court has ordered the 
Galveston Independent School 
District to pay almost $76,000 in 
attorney fees to a student whose 

family asserted the district de-
nied their daughter special edu-
cation services.

The March 11 decision from 
the U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Texas orders 
the district to pay $75,936.95 on 
top of the $70,839.05 the court 

told it to pay in March 2017, ac-
cording to court records.

The original lawsuit asserted 
the school district denied special 
education services to the student 
in 2013.

After being enrolled in special 
education services in the dis-

trict from 2004 to 2009, the girl 
was withdrawn for four years of 
home schooling, according to 
court records.

The original court 2015 deci-
sion ruled in favor of some points 
from the family’s case, a decision 
the school district then appealed, 

according to court records.
The court then ordered the 

school district to pay the initial 
$70,839.05 for attorney fees, a 
decision the school district ap-
pealed but lost in March 2018, 

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Jean Skinner hopes you’ve seen her bag.
It’s a white tote bag, with a white plastic 

bag inside. You might have seen it down-
town during Mardi Gras, maybe placed 
haphazardly against a wall or under a table.

If you took the bag, and maybe got excit-
ed about the number of Mardi Gras beads 
inside it, Skinner hopes you might consider 
checking again.

Because in that bag, Skinner left not only 
some Mardi Gras beads and an umbrel-
la, but also the last earthly remains of her 

mother, Wanda Ogle.
Skinner, a Galveston resident, has spent 

the past two weeks trying to find who might 
have picked up her misplaced bag, because 
she believes it contains a necklace made 
from her late mother’s ashes.

“It’s a glass pendant,” she said. “It was 
made by an artist, and when they made the 
pendant, they put my mother’s ashes in the 
glass.”

She’s posted on every Facebook page 
she can think of, and has checked with the 
city to see whether police or cleanup crews 
might have picked up and put aside the bag.

The posts have prompted some leads from 
people who think they remember seeing the 

bag, but so far, she’s had no luck.
“Somebody posted that they found a bag 

with ‘something special it in,’” Skinner said, 
but so far she hasn’t made that connection.

Losing the necklace came after an unfor-
tunate confluence of events, Skinner said.

She wore the necklace only to special 
events, ones her mom might have enjoyed 
attending, she said.

Woman seeks mom’s ashes 
after Mardi Gras mishap

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
While on The Strand at Mardi Gras, Jean Skinner lost a necklace containing her mother’s ashes. She hopes someone found it and 
will return the keepsake.

Have you seen it?
Wanda Skinner is looking for a white 

tote bag that she misplaced on The 
Strand on Feb. 22. Inside that bag was a 
blue pendant that contain some of her 
mother’s ashes.

The bag also contains a white plastic 
bag from Trader Joe’s, an umbrella, some 
clothes and Mardi Gras beads.

If you may have a lead, contact Skinner 
at lonestar_0_cowgirl@yahoo.com.

TOTE BAG | LOST

The 2018-19 Galveston 
County player of the year 
and all-county teams are 

revealed for girls basketball

COMING SUNDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Two felony indecency charges filed 
against a Galveston police department 
officer stem from a complaint made by 
one teenager about incidents alleged 
to have happened in 2016 and 2018, 

according to a criminal complaint the 
Galveston County District Attorney’s 
Office released Wednesday.

Dion Watson, 50, of Galveston, was 
charged late Tuesday with two counts 
of indecency with a child by sexual 
contact, law enforcement officials said.

Watson, on the Galveston force since 
2001, has been on administrative leave 

since February when the department 
received a complaint, police officials 
said.

A teenage girl, referred to as “Jane 
Doe” in the documents, told investi-
gators Watson had touched her in sex-
ual ways on several occasions starting 

Documents detail indecency case against GPD officer

DION 
WATSON
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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A former chief of the Crystal 
Beach Volunteer 
Fire Department 
pleaded guilty 
Wednesday to 
stealing more 
than $70,000 
from the depart-
ment over four 
years.

David Loop, 61, 
of Winnie, will be 
sentenced June 3 in connection 
with his guilty plea in the 10th 
Judicial District Court, records 
show.

Former 
Crystal Beach 

fire chief 
pleads guilty

DAVID 
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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

When the city council in Oc-
tober unveiled plans for a mas-
sive $450 million commercial 
development that would rise 
through an unprecedented pub-
lic-private partnership, adminis-
trators said they hoped to have 
a signed final agreement by the 
end of January.

But five months later — and 
almost two months past the 
city’s tentative deadline for a 
final agreement — there’s no 
agreement and new information 
about Epicenter League City has 
been scant.

Still no final 
agreement 
reached 

in $450M 
development
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Court orders school district to pay student’s $76K lawyer fees
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