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POLITICAL BUZZ: 

Primary election season 
enters its final stretch 
before voting begins.

COMING THURSDAY

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

The trial of a League City man accused 
in the 2016 beating death of his 6-year-old 
daughter began Monday, as prosecutors 

and defense attorneys laid 
out their opening arguments 
to a Galveston County jury.

Evan David Nolan, 28, is 
accused of beating 6-year-
old Whitney Williams to 
death in 2016 while he was 
watching the girl in the fam-
ily’s apartment.

A Galveston County 
grand jury in 2016 indict-
ed Nolan after viewing ev-

idence from the homicide. Whitney Wil-
liams died from severe injuries, including 

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

A roundabout traffic circle is one option 
civil engineers are considering to improve 

the League City Park-
way and Brittany 
Lakes Drive intersec-
tion, but it’s not the 
most popular one 
with residents.

Residents will get 
another chance today 
to comment at a sec-
ond public meeting 
about proposed im-

provements at the intersection.
The roundabout isn’t popular with many 

League City seeks 
straight talk about 

traffic circle

GO TO 
GALVNEWS.COM

FOR THE PROPOSED 
ROUNDABOUT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

A Galveston SWAT team raided a 
downtown bar early Monday morning, 
hours after one of its employees was shot, 
police said.

The raid, however, did not result in 
an arrest, and the hourslong operation 
that closed down a large section of The 
Strand ended with police saying they still 
were searching for the shooter.

Police were called to the La Playa Lat-

in Club, 1828 Strand, at about 3:15 a.m., 
Galveston police spokesman Capt. Josh-
ua Schirard said. They found the victim, 
a 19-year-old man, suffering from a gun-
shot wound.

He was taken to the University of Tex-
as Medical Branch, where he was recov-
ering Monday.

While investigating, police determined 
that the shooting happened inside the 
club, Schirard said. They also determined 

Police seek Strand shooter who left one injured
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/

The Daily News
The Galveston 
Police Department’s 
SWAT team breaks a 
window on the front 
of a nightclub in the 
1800 block of Strand 
Street on Monday 
before making entry 
to the building 
following an early 
morning shooting.

Trial opens for 
man accused 

of beating 
child to death
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By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A 
panel of marine sci-
entists, representa-
tives from the oil and 

gas industry, and recreational 
and commercial anglers are 
zeroing in on a plan to sig-
nificantly expand the bound-
aries of a federal sanctuary in 
the Gulf of Mexico rich with 
coral, marine life and ecolog-
ical features.

The advisory council is 
nearing the next phases of 
a yearslong effort to pro-
tect certain natural features, 
while also accommodating 
economic interests in an area 
more than 100 miles off the 
coast of Galveston.

After more than a decade of 
discussion about a proposed 
expansion, the Flower Gar-
den Banks National Marine 
Sanctuary Advisory Council, 
as it’s formally called, is hash-
ing out a final draft propos-
al based on geological data, 
fishing interests and oil and 
gas activity.

The plan is to get a pro-
posal to the Sanctuary Ad-
visory Council, an overar-
ching committee, by April, 
members said. That proposal 
will ultimately need approv-
al from Congress and the 
Trump administration before 
the expanded area becomes a 
protected sanctuary.

“We want to make sure 
there’s a light at the end of 
this tunnel and that the light 
at the end of the tunnel isn’t 
a train,” said Shane Cantrell, 
an advisory council mem-
ber representing commercial 
fishing.

The Flower Garden Banks 
is one of 13 national marine 
sanctuaries managed by the 
National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration.

Many Interests At Stake
Advisory 

council takes 
up marine 
sanctuary 
expansion

EMMA HICKERSON/Courtesy
A hawksbill sea turtle rests on coral in Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary as 
two divers look on.

G.P. SCHMAHL/Courtesy
A manta ray swimming above coral makes its way toward divers in Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine Sanctuary.See MARINE » A4


