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2017-2018 FISCAL YEAR

Amount collected: $828,101.28
Personnel expenses: $348,175.44
Material and supplies expenses: 
$226,227.03
Remitted to the city: $133,786.60
Administrative costs to park 
board: $82,456.31
Capital Assets and debt service: 
$37,455.90

• SOURCE: City of Galveston and 
Galveston Park Board of Trustees

THE TOTAL IN THE SEAWALL 
PARKING FUND

$1.358 million 

ORIGINAL SEAWALL 
IMPROVEMENTS COST

$7.33 million (federal grants, Frito 
Lay grant and hotel occupancy 
taxes)

ADMISSIONS COLLECTED

$645,325

$775,706

$828,101

2015

2016

2017

2018

$506,595

By the numbers
The total revenue collected since 

2013 was $3.4 million in seawall 
parking fees.

SPORTS: There will be 
hundreds of Santas on foot 
when the Santa Hustle gets 
underway Dec. 16 at Moody 

Gardens » B1

INSIDE

There are fresh signs of progress 
at the long-awaited King’s 

Bierhaus in League City. Read 
about that and much more in 

Laura Elder’s Biz Buzz.

COMING SUNDAY

FINAL JOURNEY | PRESIDENT GEORGE H.W. BUSH

WEEKEND: Candy 
Land Christmas 

kicks off in Kemah 
with plays, music 
and parades » C1

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Elizabeth Kiamar gave birth 
to her first child 20 years ago, 
her second 11 years ago, and her 
third, Jonah, just two days ago.

“I like the fact that the baby 
never leaves us now,” Kiamar 
said. The lights in her room at 
University of Texas Medical 
Branch’s Mother-Baby Unit were 
turned down low and her hus-
band, John Rutherford, reclined 
on a fold-out bed just next to 
Kiamar’s. Jonah lay on her lap, 
wrapped snugly in a blanket.

When Kiamar’s first child was 
born, standard practice in mater-
nity wards was to take the baby 
immediately after birth, bathe it, 
perform medical exams on it and 
move it to a nursery from where 
it was taken to its mother on a 
schedule, often interrupted be-
cause of nurses’ multiple respon-
sibilities.

At the medical branch now, 
that practice has changed com-
pletely.

When Jonah was born, he 
was laid immediately on Kia-
mar’s chest, skin-to-skin, to give 
mother and baby — and father, 
standing by — a chance to touch 
and bond, then attempt the first 
breastfeeding.

From there, Jonah roomed 
in with his mom and dad, with 
nurses and doctors checking in 
regularly.

“A lactation consultant came in 
last night to talk with me,” Kia-
mar said. “It’s been 11 years since 
I’ve done this.”

The lactation consultant 
helped with the latching-on pro-
cess, checked the baby’s suction 
strength and talked to both par-
ents about how to read the signs 
that Jonah might be hungry and 
ready to feed, encouraging feed-
ing on demand rather than on 
schedule.

Both mother and father were 
instructed in the benefits of breast-
feeding, exclusively if possible, for 
the first six months of Jonah’s life, 
and both were encouraged to in-
tegrate the process into their daily 
lives.

A doctor came in to check on 
baby and family and said if all con-
tinued to go well, they could leave 
at the end of the day.

“Get some rest,” he said and both 
mother and father smiled tiredly.

UTMB 
designated 

‘baby 
friendly’ for 
childbirth 
and care

HEALTH | CHANGING MODEL

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

In the five years since the city 
began charging people to park 
along the seawall, the program 
has generated a little more than 
$3 million in revenue, of which a 
little more than $1.3 million has 
been banked in a reserve meant 
to pay for more improvements, 
according to officials and records.

How the money has been spent 
is a topic of discussion among 
many islanders as the program’s 
2020 sunset deadline approaches, 
meaning voters could be asked 
next year to extend the program 
and raise the parking fee from $1 
to $2 an hour.

Since its inception in 2013, the 
program has generated about 
$3.4 million in total revenue, 
according to city and Galveston 
Park Board of Trustees records.

The city in 2014 handed over 
maintenance and operation of 
the program to the park board.

While numerous improve-
ments, including some restroom 

Seawall 
parking has 
made more 

than $1M for 
improvements 

ISLAND | REVENUE

Associated Press

 » COLLEGE STATION

Thousands waved and cheered along the 
route as funeral train No. 4141 — for the 41st 
president — carried George H.W. Bush’s re-
mains to their final resting place on Thursday, 
his last journey as a week of national remem-
brance took on a decidedly personal feel in an 
emotional home state farewell.

Some people laid coins along the tracks 
that wound through small town Texas so a 
420,000-pound locomotive pulling the nation’s 
first funeral train in nearly half a century could 
crunch them into souvenirs. Others snapped 
pictures or crowded for views so close that 
police helicopters overhead had to warn them 
back. Elementary students hoisted a banner 
simply reading “THANK YOU.”

The scenes reminiscent of a bygone era fol-
lowed the more somber tone of a funeral service 

at a Houston church, where Bush’s former sec-

retary of state and confidant for decades, James 

Baker, addressed him as “jefe,” Spanish for 

‘He was ready for heaven’

George H.W. Bush, president and patriarch, takes 

funeral train No. 4141 for final resting place

MARK HUMPHREY/AP
The flag-draped casket of former President George H.W. Bush is carried by a joint services 
military honor guard into St. Martin’s Episcopal Church on Thursday in Houston. 

AP

People pay their respects as the train carry-
ing the casket of former President George 
H.W. Bush passes Thursday.
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