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GOVERNMENT | CHICKEN ORDINANCES

By EMMA COLLINS

The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

Hours of discussion between 
city officials and La Marque 
residents culminated in a pro-
posed chicken ordinance that 
attempted to reach a compro-
mise between those in favor 
of looser restrictions regarding 
chickens within city limits and 

those opposed.
The ordinance was the result 

of several months of discussion 
surrounding the presence of 
chickens within city limits.

“We do live in a country 
whose foundation is life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness, so 
it would not be in the spirit of 
that to prohibit any community 
member from owning chickens 
if chickens make you happy,” 

Mayor Keith Bell said. “The 
other side of that is people who 
don’t own chickens obviously 
have that right.”

After listening to community 
input and some debate among 
council members, the council 
decided a coop would need to 
be at least 25 feet away from an 
occupied building or business. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT | JUSTICE CENTER

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A major expansion to the Gal-
veston County Justice Center 
could cost more than $11 mil-
lion.

Officials last week saw the first 
proposals for an expansion to the 

facility, 600 59th St. in Galveston.
The county is considering ex-

panding the justice center to add 
space for offices, including the 
county’s pretrial bond office and 
its mental health court, which 
were created or significantly ex-
panded since the county opened 
the justice center in 2005.

The expansion has been a 

long-simmering project. In No-
vember 2020, the county hired a 
design firm to perform a needs 
assessment at the justice center 
and develop design concepts for 
a new building.

Commissioners on Oct. 4 
heard a presentation from Hous-
ton-based architecture firm 
iGET Services about the needs 

assessment along with what the 
expansion could look like.

The company recommend-
ed building a four-story, 
30,000-square-foot expansion 
in a field on the west side of the 
building. Such an expansion 
would have minimal effect on the 
operation of the current courts 
building, officials said.

Architects considered simply 
adding a fifth floor to the top of 
the justice center. Adding anoth-
er floor would be “very difficult” 
and “very expensive,” however, 
said Robert Burnham, the com-
pany’s principal architect.

“It’s going to be a pretty tough 

Justice center could get new wing in $11M expansion

UTILITY | RECYCLING

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

G
alveston might con-
sider selling pieces of 
the land where the city 

recycling center sits, consolidat-
ing those operations and get-
ting some high-value property 
back on the tax rolls.

The proposal is a continua-
tion of several years of discus-
sion about moving the recycling 
center, which occupies prime 
real estate across 61st Street 
from a major island shopping 
center anchored by Target and 
The Home Depot.

The Galveston Recycle Cen-
ter, 702 61st St., sits on about five 
lots, according to the Galveston 
Central Appraisal District.

City officials are talking about 
consolidating recycling center 
operations onto a smaller foot-
print and selling off the lots it 

doesn’t need, spokeswoman 

Marissa Barnett said.

The 11-acre space is pretty big 

compared to what the city actu-

ally uses, she said.

How exactly the recycling 

center would consolidate still 
is undecided, she said. City ad-
ministrators would survey the 
lots to determine the best use of 
space, she said.

Galveston considers selling  
valuable 61st Street land

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Kai Fowler, 6, tosses paper into a recycling bin as he helps his great-grandfather, Ed Fowler, at the 
Galveston Recycle Center on Monday

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Alton Granier carries his recycling bin to the glass and card-
board sections at the Galveston Recycle Center on Monday.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | VACCINATIONS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

In the nearly two months 
COVID-19 booster vaccines 
have been widely offered in Gal-
veston County, more than 20,000 
people have received a third dose, 
according to the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services.

Since Aug. 13, 20,065 peo-
ple have received booster shots,  

according to the department.
In the same time period, more 

than 23,000 people joined the 
ranks of the fully vaccinated,  
according to publicly available 
vaccination tracking data.

The rates of people with boost-
er shots and the newly vaccinat-
ed could help Galveston County 
avoid another surge in COVID 
cases this winter, said Dr. Philip 

Boosted, newly vaxxed 
numbers growing  

almost equally in county

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | ANTIVIRAL PILL

By MATTHEW PERRONE

Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

Drugmaker Merck asked U.S. 
regulators Monday to authorize its 
pill for treating COVID-19 in what 
would add an entirely new and 
easy-to-use weapon to the world’s 
arsenal against the pandemic.

If cleared by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration — a deci-

sion that could come in a matter of 
weeks — it would be the first pill 
shown to treat the illness. All oth-
er FDA-backed treatments against 
COVID-19 require an IV or injec-
tion.

An antiviral pill that people 
could take at home to reduce 
their symptoms and speed recov-
ery could prove groundbreaking, 

Merck asks FDA  
to authorize promising 

anti-COVID pill

Discarded fishing gear  
might appear unsightly  
on the beaches, but it’s  

more than just an eyesore.  
It’s a threat to wildlife.
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Community, council reach consensus on chicken ordinance
JENNIFER  

REYNOLDS/ 
The Daily News

Katherine Her-
rin-Keith, right, 
addresses the 
La Marque City 
Council as they 
discuss the pro-
posed chicken 
ordinance during 
a workshop ses-
sion Monday.See CHICKENS » A7


