
By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The city of Galveston on Tues-
day ordered all short-term guests 
staying in vacation rental proper-
ties to leave the island, closed all 
public fishing piers, halted char-
ter boat trips, closed electronic 
amusement gaming establish-
ments and extended its emergen-
cy disaster declaration to April 3.

The orders were the latest in a 
series over the past week meant 
to encourage tourists to leave the 
island, which attracts more than 
7 million visitors a year, and lim-
it large outside gatherings as city 
leaders attempt to reduce the 

spread of coronavirus.
The decree sending vacation 

renters home excluded hotels 
and motels and drew objection 
from the association represent-
ing the island’s short-term-rental 
industry.

The orders, ratified by Galves-
ton City Council during a regu-
larly scheduled meeting Tuesday 
afternoon, will be in effect at least 
until 5 p.m. April 3. The council 

Council tells short-term 
rental guests to leave, 
closes fishing piers
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MORE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK COVERAGE INSIDE

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | BUSINESS

As coronavirus spreads, so do myths about it.  
What’s fact and what’s fiction?

COMING THURSDAY

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | BUSINESS

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Pam Cauthen doesn’t need 
many words to describe how 
she’s feeling as the manager of 
the Ann’tiques, 1830 W Main St. 
in League City.

“It’s looking grim,” she said.
As local and state agencies 

have imposed more and more 
rules aimed at stemming the 
spread of coronavirus, also 
known as COVID-19, Cauthen 
has turned to the online mar-
ketplace eBay in an attempt to 
move merchandise. But that 
effort isn’t going well, and she’s 

now looking at the possibility of 
the store closing indefinitely as 
soon as Thursday, she said.

The slogan “Shop Local” 
has taken on urgent, even dire 
meaning, as city officials and 
business leaders race to help 

boutiques, restaurants and other 
independent businesses survive 
social distancing orders and clo-
sures by various governments. 
Like never before, chambers of 

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | HEALTH

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A pair of inventors at the University of 
Texas Medical Branch are hoping that a 
hacked-together device they’ve created 
can help hospitals in need turn common 
medical equipment into emergency ven-
tilators.

Using electric switches, a valve, a blood 
pressure cuff and a rescue breathing bag, 
Dr. Christopher Zahner and Dr. Aisen 
Chacin have devised a possible way to 
create a makeshift ventilator if the actual 
machines start to become unavailable.

“We’re responding to the lack of ven-
tilators across the world,” Chacin said. 

“We started brainstorming about what we 
could do to mitigate that issue and help 
other hospitals worldwide.”

The pair’s idea essentially creates a 
breathing aid for patients. The cuff goes 
around the bags, and the electronic switch 
tells it to squeeze and release. The bag can 
then be hooked up to a hospital oxygen 
supply and turned into a breathing ma-
chine.

A shortage of ventilators is one of the 
most pressing issues of the coronavirus 
crisis. In the most serious cases, infected 
people can suffer severe breathing prob-
lems. The machines are needed to help 
them survive.

UTMB engineers hope hack can address respirator shortages
STUART  

VILLANUEVA/The 
Daily News

Aisen Chacin, the 
lead designer and 
developer at the 
University of Texas 
Medical Branch’s 
MakerHealth Space, 
plugs in electrical 
components on a 
blood pressure cuff 
emergency ventila-
tor being tested at 
the medical branch’s 
Health Education 
Center in Galveston 
on Tuesday.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | GALVESTON REACTION

It’s a race against time for  
county’s small businesses

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Will Andino, the manager at Benito’s Mexican food restaurant in La Marque, speaks Tuesday 
about the challenges he and others who work at small businesses have encountered since the 
imposition of restrictions in response to the coronavirus pandemic. Even though the restaurant is 
still providing food to customers by take-out, the business is suffering, Andino said.

“We’ve been here for 50 years  
and that just can’t happen. We’ll 

leave it up to God and the people 
of La Marque to get us through.”

Will Andino

manager at Benito’s Mexican food restaurant in La Marque

See UTMB » A6

See BUSINESS » A5 See COUNCIL » A3

From wire reports

 » HOUSTON

Galveston-born billionaire Til-
man Fertitta has temporarily laid 
off 40,000 employees across his 
Landry’s Inc. business empire, ac-
cording to business wire service 
Bloomberg.

The furlough accounts for 
about 70 percent of the employees 
who work at Fertitta’s restaurants, 
hotels and casinos, according to 
the report.

Fertitta didn’t criticize efforts 
to curb the spread of the corona-
virus, although such measures as 
social distancing and government 
restrictions have staggered the 
hospitality industry.

“I think what we are doing with 
the shutdown is good, but in a few 

weeks people will 
need to be around 
people,” Fertitta 
told Bloomberg. 
“Otherwise, you 
are going to go 
into an economic 
crisis that is going 
to take us years to 
dig ourselves out 

of.”
The furloughs could last “a few 

weeks,” according to the report.
Fertitta has sizable holdings in 

Galveston County, including the 
Brick House Tavern & Tap, Bub-
ba Gump Shrimp Co., Fish Tales, 
Joe’s Crab Shack, the Saltgrass 
Steakhouse and the Rainforest 
Cafe. He also owns the Galveston 
Island Historic Pleasure Pier, the 

Fertitta cuts 40,000 workers as virus rocks industry

TILMAN 
FERTITTA
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