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ENVIRONMENT | HOUSING PROJECT

By VALERIE WELLS

The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

The recurring theme of devel-
opment versus oak trees contin-
ues to vex some League City resi-
dents and officials.

Recently, Councilman Greg 
Gripon and many residents were 
calling for change in the city’s 
tree ordinance after the Clear 
Creek Independent School Dis-

trict got permission to cut down 
a 110-year-old oak tree at League 
City Elementary School to make 
way for a parking lot.

In another part of town, 18 
mature oak trees must go to 
make room for a canal in a new 
waterfront subdivision, the de-
veloper said. That plan and other 
aspects of the development have 
renewed calls for a tightening of 
the city’s tree ordinance.

Joe Watson, who is developing 

Town Harbour Estates on Clear 
Lake near Lakeside Drive in east-
ern League City, said loss of the 
trees would be regrettable but 
necessary. Moving them was not 
an option, he said.

“It’s not economical,” Watson 
said Thursday during a parks 
board meeting.

The board approved the park 
plans for the subdivision in a 

TRANSPORTATION | CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

By CONNOR BEHRENS
The Daily News

The organization in charge of plan-
ning regional transportation projects 
in Houston and surrounding areas, in-
cluding Galveston County, is asking for 
the public’s help in developing a 20-year 
plan on how it will help people move 
around.

Starting this week, the Houston-Gal-
veston Area Council will begin hold-
ing meetings about its 2045 Regional 

Transportation Plan, a 
long-range plan focus-
ing on transportation 
projects that will rec-
ognize traffic needs, 
goals and strategies 

over the next 20 years.
A 20-year plan for transportation is 

needed because of the expected con-
tinued growth in and around Houston, 
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EDUCATION | SCHOOL SHOOTINGS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » CRYSTAL BEACH

County commissioners on 
Monday will consider giving 

the go-
ahead to a 
long-await-
ed project 
to add lights 
to a baseball 
field at Boli-
var Penin-
sula’s Greg-
ory Park.

C o m -
missioners 
will vote 
on award-

ing contracts to two companies 
— Crescent Electrical and C.F. 

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

W
hile much of the 
conversation after 
last month’s Park-

land, Fla., shooting has been 
about how to improve safety at 
public schools, several private 
schools also are reviewing their 
own procedures.

“What we’ve done is review 
our emergency plan and made 
sure our students and staff un-
derstand it,” said Laura Noonan, 
principal at St. Mary’s Catholic 
School in League City. “We’ve 
also done active shooter train-
ing.”

After Nikolas Cruz, 19, shot 
and killed 17 students and 
teachers on Valentine’s Day at 
his former school — Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
— parents, politicians and com-
munity members across the na-
tion have weighed in on how to 
prevent mass shootings.

Private schools are working 
through many of the same proce-
dures public school districts are, 
but life at a smaller institution 
has some inherent differences, 
officials said.

“The statistics going back to 

SPORTS PLUS: A look at 
who’s in, who’s out and what 
to watch for during the 2018 

NCAA Tournament. » B1

INSIDE

New League City development 
to replace oak trees with canal

County to 
consider 
lights at 
Bolivar  

ball fields

Transit planners seeking  
input for 20 years of projects

STUART  

VILLANUEVA/
The Daily News
Motorists 
wait among 
construc-
tion barrels 
at the inter-
section of 
East League 
City Park-
way and 
South Shore 
Boulevard in 
League City 
on Thursday

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
An excavator works near to a grove of oak trees on an undevel-
oped piece of land in League City on Friday. Area residents are 
unhappy that the trees will be removed to make way for a canal.
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Make students safer
Private schools 

differ in approach 

to school safety

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Galveston Police Department Sgt. Destin Sims, left, and Chaplain Todd Doctor talks to Trinity 
Episcopal School students David Benard, Kari Nance, Elliot Garza, Mada Berry, Vashed Thompson, 
Finn Mignerey, Anna Shepherd and Mark Ravelli, the head of school, about staying safe Friday. 
During an education program on safety in the wake of the Parkland shooting, students were 
taught to “See something, say something,” and “run, hide, fight.”

“What we’ve done is review our emergency  
plan and made sure our students and staff  

understand it. We’ve also done active shooter training.”
Laura Noonan, principal at St. Mary’s Catholic School in League City
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