
By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Three environmental groups 
say documents obtained through 
an open records request to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
reveal the agency’s true inten-
tions for the placement of a 
storm-surge barrier along the 
Texas coast.

The records, mapping shape-
files used to draw lines on graph-
ics modeling the coastal barrier, 
show a barrier that would run 
down local highways and poten-
tially leave hundreds of homes 
between the barrier and the Gulf 

Groups say 
maps show 
corps’ true 
plans for 
Ike Dike
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GOVERNMENT | LOST FUNDS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston County commissioners 
voted Monday to file claims against 
three county departments over the 
loss of more than $500,000 to a com-
puter scammer earlier this year.

The county also released a report 

by a private forensic group that de-
termined, to the disappointment of 
County Judge Mark Henry, that the 
blame for the loss of didn’t rest on 
a “single department or a single in-

dividual associated with Galveston 
County.”

Henry had hoped the company 
would be more specific about which 
people within the county were to 
blame for the loss of funds, he said.

“They sold us a bill of goods and 
didn’t deliver on it,” Henry said. “I 
think they intentionally avoided as-
signing blame. That is not what they 

told us they’d do.”
A scammer posing as a county 

contractor in May tricked an em-
ployee in the county’s purchasing 
department into changing how and 
where a $525,282 payment for road 
work would be made. The scammer 
has not been caught and the money 

MEMORIAL | FORMER PRESIDENT

By CALVIN WOODWARD,  
LAURIE KELLMAN  
and ASHRAF KHALIL
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

The nation’s capital embraced 
George H.W. Bush in death 
Monday with solemn ceremony 
and high tributes to his service 
and decency, as the remains of 
the 41st president took their 

place in the Capitol rotunda 
for three days of mourning and 
praise by the political elite and 
everyday citizens alike.
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A surge of interest, and 
questions, surround start  

of Hurricane Harvey  
housing program.

COMING WEDNESDAY

Court chases $500K; judge calls probe ‘bill of goods’ 
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COASTAL BARRIER.

STUDY | COASTAL BARRIER

GOVERNMENT 
CULTURAL EXCHANGE

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The city hopes to clean up a 
program that promotes cultural 
exchange and partnership by for-
malizing standards for an unoffi-
cial sister city committee.

The 15-member volunteer 
group has seen several iterations 
over the years, but a more for-
malized version will help solidi-
fy programs, city spokeswoman 
Marissa Barnett said.

The sister cities program part-

City plans to 
revamp sister 
city program

At Capitol, Bush saluted as ‘gentle soul,’ ‘great man’
EVAN SISLEY/ 

Office George H.W. Bush
Sully, President 
George H.W. Bush’s 
service dog lies in 
front of his casket in 
Houston on Sunday. 
The 41st president 
died Friday at his 
home in Houston 
at 94. 
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HISTORY | AGRICULTURE IN NORTH GALVESTON COUNTY

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

T
he way sisters Catherine 
Daro Palermo and Mar-
garet Daro Bilotta see it, 

the era of agriculture has offi-
cially ended in north Galveston 
County.

The two stood Monday out-
side Palermo’s house off state 
Highway 3, not far from Ralph 
Parr Elementary and near a large 
field, which, just months ago, was 
one of the county’s last vegetable 
farms, the sisters said.

“It’s the end of the farming 
era in League City,” Palermo, 85, 
said. “It’s been here since the be-
ginning.”

Palermo and Bilotta, 83, re-
cently sold the family farm to 
Clear Creek Independent School 
District. Had they held out until 
2020, the farm would have been 
in operation for 100 years, the 
sisters said.

“The mind was willing to get to 
that milestone, but the body just 
couldn’t make it happen,” Bilotta 
said.

ITALIAN ROOTS

The Daro family arrived in the 
League City area in 1906 and the 
sisters’ father, Pete Daro, eventu-
ally purchased the vegetable farm 
along what is now state Highway 
3 in 1920, she said.

They were among about 35 
Italian families from a town in 
northern Italy called Cercenas-
co who migrated to Galveston 
County and began farms, Paler-
mo said.

An end of an era
Daro family sells 

farm just short  

of 100 years

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
A photo shows Johnnie Pete Daro on his farm in the 1100 block of state Highway 3 in League 
City as his sisters Margaret Bilotta, left, and Catherine Palermo talk about their family’s farming 
history Monday.See FARM » A3

See BUSH » A5

Inside
n The Daily News’ golf 
columnist, Gean Leonard, 
remembers 41 on the links » B1


