
By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The city is looking for ways to 
increase revenue at Lasker Park 
Community Pool as a city board 
contributing to its operation 
moves to minimize costs.

Offering more rental options 
or increasing the price of swim-
ming lessons could free the Gal-
veston Industrial Development 
Corp. from covering some oper-
ational costs at the pool, leaving 
more money for use at other park 
projects, officials said.

The highly popular Lasker 
Pool opened in 2017 with great 
fanfare and much community 
anticipation.

But the city never expected the 
pool to make money, Director 
of Parks and Recreation Mario 
Rabago said.

“Pools are very expensive to 

Lasker Pool explores 
ways to offset costs
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POLICE | EXOTIC ANIMALS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » SANTA FE

Two reported sightings of a 
monkey jumping through tree 
canopies had police and animal 
control officers searching the city 
for signs of a wayward primate.

The search had been called 

off Tuesday evening without a 
monkey being found, but with 
officials still saying they believed 
reports were credible and under 
investigation.

“We’d take it seriously no mat-
ter what,” said Sarah Haywood, 
director of Bayou Animal Ser-
vices. “We’re hoping it’s not a 
hoax, because that would be a 

severe waste of time.”
Authorities first received a re-

port about a loose monkey on 
Monday evening near 24th Street 
and Bellaire Street, a residential 
street south of state Highway 6 
and west of FM 646, police de-
partment spokesman Greg Boo-
dy said.

On Tuesday morning, the 

police department received a 
second report about a monkey 
sighting near the intersection of 
19th Street and Avenue O, Boody 
said.

The two independent reports 
within the same general area 
made the sightings seem credi-
ble, Boody said.

Officials hadn’t personally seen 

any monkeys, however, he said.
Bayou Animal Services called 

people in the area known to own 
monkeys and other primates to 
confirm their animals were ac-
counted for, Haywood said. It 
also enlisted a drone from the 
League City Police Department 

Monkey on the lam in Santa Fe, police believe

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » BACLIFF

A Galveston County Sheriff’s 
Office deputy shot and wounded 
a man in Bacliff on Monday eve-
ning.

The man was shot after he 
charged at deputies while armed 
with a shotgun, Galveston Coun-
ty Sheriff Henry Trochesset said.

The man survived the shooting 
and was charged with a felony on 
Tuesday morning.

Chris McDonald, of Bacliff, 

was charged with aggravated 
assault of a peace officer, Tro-
chesset said. His bond was set 
at $250,000, Trochesset said. He 
was still in the hospital Tuesday 
morning and had not yet been 
booked into the county jail, he 
said.

The shooting happened about 
9 p.m. at RV park in the 600 
block of Mile Road in Bacliff, 
Trochesset said.

The incident that led to the 
shooting began before that, 

Deputy shoots man  
in Bacliff RV park

How is Galveston preparing for a planned  
protest march over a controversial arrest?
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JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News file photo
Kara Harrison, a water safety instructor and assistant aquatics 
manager at Lasker Park Community Pool in Galveston, works 
with Declan Savage on his kick during a swim lesson on Aug. 29. 
The pool, which opened in August 2017, was built with dona-
tions and Industrial Development Corp. funding.

GOVERNMENT | FLOODED NEIGHBORHOODS

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

F
rom the main road en-
tering the neighborhood, 
it’s almost unnoticeable 

how near Frenchman’s Creek 
Townhomes are to the creek. 
But during Hurricane Harvey 
in 2017, more than 9 feet of wa-
ter surrounded Vicki Hartzell’s 
home, flooding the garage, she 
said.

Local officials have identified 
the neighborhood, with about 20 
units on Blue Heron and Moss 

GOVERNMENT | COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The county’s tax rate, and to-
tal projected revenue, will be 
lower next year under a budget 
unanimously approved by Gal-
veston County Commissioners 
on Tuesday.

Commissioners on Tuesday 

approved a $144.6 million bud-
get for the 2020 fiscal year. The 
fiscal year 2019 budget project-
ed $149 million in total reve-
nues, according the county.

County officials attributed the 
decrease to the county’s prop-
erty tax rate. Commissioners 
approved a rate of $0.516 per 
$100 of property valuation. The 
current fiscal year’s tax rate is 

$0.532 per $100 of valuation.
The reduction put the county 

tax rate lower than the effective 
tax rate — the line at which the 
county would have collected 
the same amount of money at 
a lower tax rate because of in-
creased property values and 
new construction.

County passes budget, lowers tax rate

Residents await final  
word on flood buyouts

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Vicki Hartzell speaks Tuesday about recently learning that her townhouse in the Frenchmans 
Creek Townhomes neighborhood of Friendswood could be subject to a government buyout after 
the area flooded during Hurricane Harvey two years ago.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
A bent and twisted street sign at the intersection of Blue Her-
on Drive and Moss Point Drive in Friendswood is a marker of 
flooding that inundated the area during Hurricane Harvey.
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