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COURT | SYSTEMIC INJUSTICE

By MARISSA BARNETT

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The American Civil Liberties 
Union has sued Galveston Coun-
ty, its judges and magistrates 
over a bail system the civil rights 
group asserts unjustly harms in-
digent people accused of crimes.

The lawsuit was filed Sunday 
in the U.S. District Court for 

the Southern District of Tex-
as on behalf of plaintiff Aaron 
Burl Booth, a 36-year-old man 
in the Galveston County jail on 
charges of possession of a con-
trolled substance.

The county’s legal system in-
fringed on Booth’s due process 
civil rights by failing to appoint 
an attorney before setting his 
bail and not determining his 
financial ability to pay the bail, 

which violates constitutional 
equal protection guarantees and 
right to counsel, according to 
the lawsuit.

The complaint asserts the situ-
ation is common in the county’s 
legal system.

Booth is being held in the Gal-
veston County jail on a $20,000 
bond, according to the lawsuit.

ACLU: County legal system discriminates against poor
JENNIFER 

REYNOLDS/ 
The Daily News

Galveston 
County, its 
judges and 
magistrates 
are being 
sued by the 
American 
Civil Liberties 
Union over its 
bail system. See ACLU LAWSUIT » A5

EVENT | SOUTH WEST INTERNATIONAL IN-WATER BOAT SHOW

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

B
oats on trailers arrived 
Monday at South Shore 
Harbour Marina in prepa-

ration for the South West Interna-
tional In-Water Boat Show, a major 
event for League City, which has 
ambitions to increase its profile in 
the tourism industry.

The boat show, which begins 
Thursday, is the largest in the south-
west, said organizer Marion Daly, 
who is expecting 300 boats and 200 
vendors for the 10th annual show.

Most years, the show attracts 
20,000 to 40,000 people over four 
days, said Bridget Bear, director of 
sales and marketing at South Shore 
Harbour Resort.

“It is a boost to the economy 
because the out-of-towners who 
come to the show stay at the area 
hotels, eat in the local restaurants, 
buy gas from the local stations and 
shop locally,” Bear said. “The area 
hotels get about 300 to 400 rooms 
nights from guests of the show.”

The show is League City’s biggest 
annual cultural event, based on ho-
tel rooms booked, said Bryan Roll-
er, Convention and Visitors Bureau 
administrator.

The show features boats, many 
for sale, marine accessories and, this 

year, RVs, said Shawna Reid, mar-
keting and visitors center manager 
for Bay Area Houston Convention 
and Visitors Bureau.

“It is one of our larger events,” 
Reid said.

More than 573,000 boats are reg-

istered in Texas and the industry 
has a $6 billion a year economic 
impact, underpinning more than 
31,000 related jobs and more than 
2,000 related businesses, the Na-
tional Marine Manufacturers Asso-
ciation said.

Annual retail sales of new boats, 
engines and marine accessories is 
about $1.4 billion in Texas, the as-
sociation said.

The show will feature 300 boats 
ranging in size from 10-foot to 100-
foot freshwater and saltwater vessels, 
including new designs and models 
making a Texas debut, Daly said.

Political Buzz: Three months 
later, what happened with 
that Lonnie Cox complaint?

COMING THURSDAY

COMMISSIONERS COURT
REPAIR GUIDELINES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

County leaders are preparing 
to argue that federal housing 
dollars for Hurricane Harvey 

recovery should 
be accessible to 
h o m e o w n e r s 
in more afflu-
ent areas than 
allowed under 
federal law.

Precinct 4 
Commissioner 
Ken Clark said 

Monday the county should be 
prepared to ask for a waiver on 
rules about how some $5 bil-
lion in federal money will be 
distributed to Harvey-affected 
communities.

“I’m concerned we may not 
get the help that we need for 
our residents,” Clark said.

The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment allocated $5.02 billion to 
Texas in November to repair 
houses, businesses and infra-
structure damaged by Harvey, 
which struck the Texas coast 
in late August. More than 
20,000 homes across Galveston 

County wants 
federal funds 

for higher 
income homes

KEN 
CLARK

POST-HARVEY | HOUSING REPAIR

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

After only five months, the 
state is ending a program meant 
to help repair houses damaged 
by Hurricane Harvey, citing an 
inability to find eligible home-
owners. The much-awaited 
program served only a few 
hundred Texans.

State officials on Monday 
announced April 20 would be 
the last day to schedule an in-
spection under the Direct As-
sistance for Limited Home Re-

pair program. The program is 
one of five post-Harvey short-
term direct housing programs 
the Texas General Land Office 
manages.

The program will be closed to 
applicants who don’t schedule 
an inspection by April 20, the 
land office said.

The program, funded by the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and adminis-
tered by the land office, grant-
ed eligible homeowners who 
lacked flood insurance between 

$17,000 and $60,000 for repairs.
The program struggled be-

cause officials haven’t been able 
to find 282 applicants, includ-
ing 15 in Galveston County, 
land office spokeswoman Brit-
tany Eck said.

Contractors are waiting to 
work, but officials can’t get in 
touch with homeowners, Eck 
said.

The program began Nov. 3 
after weeks of negotiation be-

With few takers, state to end Harvey repair program

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Texas General Land Office Commissioner George P. Bush hugs Shar-
lene Hearne on Nov. 3, 2017, as her fiancé, Tim Shefcik, looks on. Bush 
visited the couple’s flood-damaged home in Dickinson that is one of 
the first in the Direct Assistance for Limited Home Repair program.

Well-keeled
Boat show could 

bring 40,000 

spenders to 

League City

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Jeffery Johnson, left, and other crew tie a sailboat into its slip at the South Shore Marina for the 
South West International In-Water Boat Show on Monday. Johnson is the owner of Texas Coast 
Yachts and will have eight new sailboats at the show.

If you go
What: South West 

International In-Water Boat 
Show

When: Thursday through 
Sunday

Where: South Shore 
Harbour Marina

How much: $10

By the numbers
The South West International 

In-Water Boat Show will bring 
300 boats, 20,000 to 40,000 
visitors and 300 to 400 hotel 
room stays.

Texas has more than 573,000 
registered boats.

The boating industry has a $6 

billion a year economic impact 
on Texas with more than 31,000 
related jobs and more than 2,000 
related businesses, the National 
Marine Manufacturers Association 
said.

Annual retail sales of new boats, 
engines, and marine accessories 
total $1.4 billion in Texas. See FUNDS » A3

See REPAIR » A3

See BOAT SHOW » A3


