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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston County Republi-
can Party Chairwoman Yolanda 
Waters transfixed local political 
junkies when 
she declined to 
resign in Decem-
ber over a text 
message contain-
ing a racial slur.

But what about 
the larger elec-
torate? Did they 
notice?

Local party ac-
tivist Dale Huls doesn’t think so.

“The local Republican elector-
ate is pretty excited about Don-
ald Trump running in the 2020 
presidential election,” Huls, a 
Friendswood resident, said. “But 
by the time you get down to local 
races, like those for constable and 
tax collector, only the most active 
members of the party care.”

But more than a month after 
Waters’ text message went public 
and prompted calls for her resig-
nation, other county Republicans 
argue the conflict will influence 
voters in the March primary 
elections.

“I’m not sure it’s going to turn 
Republican voters to the Demo-
crat party, but it could definitely 
impact the turnout in the prima-
ry,” said Sandra Tetley, a Repub-
lican precinct chairwoman from 
Galveston. “There may be voters 
who understand the importance 
of addressing it and will turn 
out in droves to vote for that one 
race.”

While Waters’ comments 
might have some bearing on the 
primary, they will be especially 
important if she makes it to the 
general election, Tetley said.
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STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Contracted sewer worker Brent Bosley watches as 
fellow workers clean and clear debris at the lift sta-
tion on state Highway 6 in Hitchcock on Tuesday.

PUBLIC WORKS | GRANT

Local United Methodist 
churches contemplate their 
futures while a split in the 
denomination looms over 
same-sex marriage and 

LGBTQ clergy.

COMING SUNDAY

POLITICS | CONTROVERSY
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By KELSEY WALLING

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A new cutter named for U.S. 
Coast Guard Chief Boatswain’s 
Mate Daniel Tarr was commis-
sioned, dedicated and put into 
service in Galveston on Friday 
morning.

The 154-foot Fast Response 
Cutter Daniel Tarr will be based 
in Galveston and patrol the Gulf 
Coast. The crew of 25 will patrol 
more than 900 miles of coastline 

between Carrabelle, Florida, 
and Brownsville, Texas.

The Coast Guard is replacing 
its 110-foot patrol boats with the 
larger, more advanced cutters 
that have improved command, 
control, communications, com-
puters, intelligence, surveillance 
and reconnaissance equipment, 
officials said.

The cutters are all being 
named for Coast Guard enlisted 
heroes.

The Coast Guard Cutter Dan-
iel Tarr will be the only cutter 

based in Galveston until two 
more arrive in 2020. The Cutter 
Edgar Culbertson is scheduled 
to arrive in April, and the Cutter 

Harold Miller’s arrival date will 
be announced later in the year, 

Galveston’s newest 
Coast Guard cutter 

dedicated

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
U.S. Coast Guard Weapons Officer Anthony Williams salutes as 
the colors are presented during the commissioning ceremony 
for the Coast Guard Cutter Daniel Tarr in Galveston on Friday. 
Williams is part of the crew of 25 that will be manning the cut-
ter from its homeport in Galveston.

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Daniel Tarr’s crew boards the vessel to “bring it to life” during a commissioning ceremony in Galveston 
on Friday. The cutter will patrol 900 miles between Brownsville and Carrabelle, Florida.
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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » HITCHCOCK

To put it mildly, Hitchcock’s wa-
ter and sewer system has seen bet-
ter days. Or, as some have said more 
bluntly, it’s a threat to human exis-

tence.
“Like many other small cities of 

our size, over the past decades our 
water and sewer systems have sore-
ly degraded due to a lack of preven-
tative maintenance, upgrades and 
improvements,” City Administrator 
Marie Gelles said. “Due to the lack 

of funding, the city is experiencing 
more customer service interruptions, 
stoppages and equipment failure.”

Writing about the city’s systems af-
ter Hurricane Harvey struck in 2017, 
officials with the Texas General Land 

Federal funds might end 
days of water, sewer breaks
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The oldest federal court in Tex-
as now has one of the state’s new-
est federal judges.

Judge Jeffrey Vincent Brown 
was invested Friday as judge of 
the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Texas 
during a ceremony at the Hotel 
Galvez.

In front of two U.S. senators, the 

chief justice of the Texas Supreme 
Court and more than four dozen 
other federal judges from across 
Texas, Brown took an oath of 
office for a position that he could, 
potentially, serve in for the rest of 
his life.

Brown, 49, a former justice on 
the Texas Supreme Court, re-
places Judge George C. Hanks in 
presiding over the federal bench 
in Galveston. Hanks came to 

New judge takes over federal court in Galveston
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