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MILITARY | AWARD FOR VALOR

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

In a special ceremony Wednesday 
at Fort Hood, Sgt. Daniel Cowart, 
of Santa Fe, will receive the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the U.S. 
Army’s second highest award for 
extreme gallantry and valor, almost 
12 years after Cowart placed him-
self between a man in a suicide vest 
and members of his platoon in Iraq.

Cowart is one of 12 soldiers 

around the country who will receive 
the Distinguished Service Cross, 
Army public affairs officer Gabriel 
Ramirez said.

“Previously recognized for their 

bravery by award of the Silver Star, 
the Department of Defense upgrad-
ed the soldiers’ medals as part of a 
comprehensive review of commen-
dations for heroism in Iraq and Af-

ghanistan,” Ramirez said.
Cowart, married to Sarah and the 

father of twin 14-year-old daugh-
ters, said he was surprised to learn 
his award had been upgraded when 
he got the call in December from 
Sgt. Major of the Army Daniel Dai-
ley, who was on the review board 
for Cowart’s medal.

“He said my actions fit the criteria 

Santa Fe soldier to receive Distinguished Service Cross

DANIEL COWART

“I’m surprised and honored ... But my 
lieutenant was killed in the blast, so 

there’s a feeling of unfairness.”
Sgt. Daniel Cowart, of Santa Fe
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The nation’s medical schools aren’t turning out  
enough primary care physicians, but this year at least  

three local grads are choosing family medicine.

COMING SUNDAY

COURT | VERDICT

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

A League City man faces up 
to 20 years in prison after being 
found guilty Friday of reckless 
injury to a child causing serious 
bodily injury.

The verdict came late Friday af-
ternoon in the third trial of Evan 
Nolan, 29, in the 2016 death of 
Whitney Williams, 6, his step-
daughter.

Juries had failed to convict or 
acquit Nolan in trials in 2017 

and 2018. The 
jury in the most 
recent trial had 
the opportunity 
to convict him 
of murder, but 
unanimously con-
victed him of the 
lesser charge.

The jury also 
declined to add an enhancement 
to the charge, ruling it did not 

League City man found 
guilty of injuring child
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POLICE | PRISONER’S DEATH

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Officials on Friday identified 
the man who died while in cus-
tody of the Galveston County Jail 
as a La Marque resident arrested 
in January.

Ronald Cotton Jr., 30, of La 
Marque, died early Thursday 
morning at the University of 

Texas Medical 
Branch, accord-
ing to the Galves-
ton County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Cotton had 
been taken to 
the hospital at 
about 6:40 p.m. 
for treatment for 

Man who died in jail ID’d

RONALD 
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WEATHER | TOURISM

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

M
ike Boyles loves 
downtown Galves-
ton, but he’d probably 

have spent a little more time on 
the beach this week if the weath-
er had been warmer.

On a brisk Friday afternoon, 
he and his family played in 
Saengerfest Park downtown, but 
they would have loved to have 
gone swimming, he said.

“We’d be out if it was warmer,” 
Boyles said.

A foggy, overcast start to the 
week pushed some beach-goers 
downtown for spring break.

The weather affected Dennis 
Byrd’s businesses, he said.

Spotty weather spreads  
spring break crowds downtown

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
Nathan Berning, 13, of Kansas City, eats an ice cream cone in front of La King’s Confectionery on The 
Strand in Galveston on Wednesday. He and his family spent their spring break holiday on the island.

Visitors fill the sidewalk on The Strand in Galveston on Wednesday.

“We didn’t let the weather  
hold us back.”

Denae Charles
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