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By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

State, county and city officials 
who track cases of contractor fraud 
in post-Hurricane Harvey repairs 
and rebuilds are surprised at the low 
numbers so far reported, more than 
five months after the storm made 
landfall.

But for homeowners who gave 
money to contractors who never did 
the repair work promised, the dam-
age is monumental.

Joey Kukuch, who lives on Bay-
ridge Drive in League City, turned to 
a contractor he knew for years and 
trusted when he needed repairs on 
his flooded home. Kukuch gave the 
contractor money on Oct. 13, 2017, 
but the work they agreed on was nev-
er done, he said.

The $12,750 Kukuch gave the con-
tractor came from his Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency disaster 
assistance, Kukuch said.

After trying to resolve the issue and 
getting the runaround, Kukuch went 

to the League City Police Department 
on Jan. 9. The police report describes 
the crime as theft of service.

UP SLIGHTLY

League City doesn’t have a specific 
number of how many post-Harvey 
contractor fraud cases they are han-
dling. That’s partly because com-
plaints can fall into many different 
categories, police spokesman Kelly 
Williamson said.
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

A 
gray sky and a constant 
threat of rain hung over 
Galveston on Saturday.

For that reason, Cindy Antho-
ny said she was thankful for the 
Mardi Gras tradition her family 
started 20 years ago: renting a 
two-bedroom hotel room at Gai-
do’s Seaside Inn on Seawall Bou-
levard.

On Saturday, just an hour be-
fore the kickoff of the first parade 
down Seawall, the room was 
packed with friends and family 
members feasting on fried chick-
en and desserts.

“It had to be 1998 or 1999, we 
just flat can’t remember,” Cindy 
Anthony said. “We used to have a 
flatbed and one year the weather 
was really bad. We were barbe-
cuing in the rain and we decided 
‘That’s it, we have to get a room.’”

For two decades now, that 
room on the bottom floor of the 
hotel has been Mardi Gras cen-
tral for the family. Children have 
grown up, and some of the fre-
quent celebrants are no longer 
around to join in. A cake in the 
room was dedicated to a beloved 
aunt who always brought sweets 
to the party.

The tradition is so ingrained 
that there’s not a lot of preplan-

ning that has to happen to get a 
good crowd.

“It’s the same Bat-time on the 
same Bat-channel,” she said.

Seawall Boulevard is typically 
seen as the center of Mardi Gras 
on the first weekend of Mardi 
Gras. Two large parades, put on 
by the Krewe of Aquarius and the 
Krewe of Gambrinus, travel down 
the Gulfside highway before 
making a turn for the paid-entry 
downtown district.

The parades draw hundreds of 
spectators, even on a dreary Feb-
ruary day like Saturday, where 
temperatures stayed in the 50s 
and rain occasionally fell on the 
crowds.

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

Police on Saturday were 
searching for the man who shot 
and killed a Texas City man, and 
wounded a woman following a 
shooting in the early hours of the 
morning.

Kendrae Jones, 32, of Tex-
as City, was shot and killed in 
the 5100 block of FM 1765 at 
2:17 a.m., Texas City police said.

A 25-year-old woman was also 
shot in the leg. She was in stable 
condition, but remained in the 
hospital late Saturday, police said.

No one was immediately ar-
rested in relation to the homi-
cide, the first reported killing in 
Texas City this year. On Saturday 

Construction fraud up slightly after Harvey

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Joey Kukuch, who lives on Bayridge Drive in League 
City, sands a drywall seam Tuesday as he works to 
repair his Hurricane Harvey-damaged house.

Police 
identify 

man shot, 
killed in 

Texas City
Innocent bystander 

also wounded 

See FRAUD » A4

See SHOOTING » A4

Rain can’t 
dampen 

Galveston’s 
Mardi Gras 

spirit

STUART  
VILLANUEVA/

The Daily News
Raindrops 
collect 
on Aaron 
Sanchez’s 
glasses as he 
calls for beads 
while watching 
parades on 
the opening 
weekend of 
Mardi Gras 
celebrations on 
The Strand in 
Galveston on 
Saturday.
SEE MORE 
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STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Debbie McKee, left, and Nancy Comley toss beads from the back of their golf cart while riding in 
the seventh annual Zaniest Golf Cart Parade on the opening weekend of Mardi Gras celebrations 
on The Strand in Galveston on Saturday.

‘It’s Tradition Now’
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