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EXPERIMENT | SOUND BARRIER TEST FLIGHT

Find out everything you 
need to know about this 
year’s local elections and 

more in John Wayne 
Ferguson’s Political Buzz.

COMING THURSDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

“Did you hear that?”
That will be the question from 

many Galveston residents this 
fall, when NASA plans to fly jet 
planes over the Gulf of Mexico 
at supersonic speeds as part of a 
newly announced study.

The study is part of a long-
term NASA project to design 
planes with quieter sonic booms. 
Data gathered during the study 
could aid in the development of 

supersonic commercial planes that 
don’t rattle windows when they 
pass overhead, said Peter Coen, 
NASA’s Commercial Supersonic 
Technology project manager.

NASA’s aeronautics division 
has been trying for more than a 
decade to develop aircraft that can 
break the sound barrier without 
disturbing the peace, and it’s now 
ready to start testing, Coen said.

“We think we’ve finally figured 
out a way to design airplanes 
that instead of producing a sharp 

NASA planning sonic boom tests over island

NASA/Courtesy
NASA F-18 aircraft will be breaking the sound barrier over the 
Gulf of Mexico near Galveston this fall as part of a project to 
design quieter supersonic commercial planes.

LAW | TEXTING WHILE DRIVING

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

More than six months after 
the state of Texas instituted a 
law prohibiting drivers from 
texting while driving, police 
departments from Galveston 
County’s two largest cities 
say they have issued few 
citations against drivers for the 
infraction.

During the first six months 
the law was in effect — from 
Sept. 1, 2017, to March 1 — 
the city of Galveston did not 
issue a single citation under 
the state’s texting while driving 
law, according to a response to 
a public information request 
submitted by The Daily News.

The city of League City 
has issued seven citations for 
texting while driving since 
the law went into effect, a 
spokesman said on Monday.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
signed the texting ban into 
effect last June, after the 

Six months 
after texting 
ban, few area 
drivers cited

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/ 
The Daily News

A Galveston police officer 
stops a driver in a school zone 
on 25th Street on Wednesday. 

INVESTIGATION | RUSSIA PROBE

By TOM HAYS and  
LARRY NEUMEISTER
Associated Press

 » NEW YORK

A legal fight over what should 
happen to records the FBI seized 
from President Donald Trump’s 
personal attorney took a surprise 
twist Monday when the lawyer, 
Michael Cohen, was forced to re-
veal a secret — that he had also 

done legal work for Fox News 
host Sean Hannity.

The disclosure came as a New 
York judge disappointed a lawyer 
for Trump by letting prosecutors 
proceed with the cataloguing of 
evidence including multiple elec-
tronic devices that were seized 
in raids while a system is set up 
to ensure that records protected 
by attorney-client privilege aren’t 

disclosed to investigators.

Lawyers for Cohen and prose-

cutors both had reason to claim 

success after three hours of argu-

ments before U.S. District Judge 

Kimba Wood, who said she may 

appoint a special master, a neutral 

lawyer, to help decide which ma-

terials should stay confidential.

Trump lawyer forced to reveal another client: Sean Hannity
The Associated 

Press

Michael Cohen, 
President Don-
ald Trump’s 
personal attor-
ney, arrives for 
a hearing at 
federal court 
Monday, April 
16, 2018, in 
New York. (AP 

MEMORIAL | TEXAS CITY DISASTER

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

I
nez Martinez was working 
on the ship Grandcamp the 
night before the explosion 

that killed hundreds of people in 
Texas City — the deadliest indus-

trial disaster in U.S. history.
When the blast happened on 

April 16, 1947, Martinez was four 
days from turning 21. He worked 
different jobs to get by.

At $3.33 an hour, the work on 
the ship paid about three times 
more than his regular job moving 
concrete, so Martinez liked work-

ing there when he could, he said. 
But with rain in the forecast, he 
didn’t think he’d be able to work 
on the ship that fateful day and 
instead went to work moving con-
crete.

“Going to the other job ended 
up saving our lives,” Martinez said.

Each year, Martinez, 92, attends 

an anniversary event at Memorial 
Park in Texas City to remember 
the people who died on that hor-
rific day, he said.

On Monday morning, Fire 
Chief David Zacherl shared the 
story of the Pelly Fire Department 

Remembering who they lost

Texas City Disaster survivors gather on anniversary

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Letty Martinez pushes her father, Inez, past one of the 1947 Texas City Disaster memorials Monday after the annual memorial 
ceremony at Memorial Park in Texas City. Inez Martinez, who was 20 years old at the time of the disaster, had worked aboard the 
Grandcamp the night before the explosion.
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