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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

Might it be called Bolixit?
While there’s no grammatically smooth 

way to give the idea of removing Bolivar 
Peninsula from Galveston County, a meet-
ing in Crystal Beach on Saturday showed 
there was interest in talking about it.

Hundreds of people attended the meet-
ing in the downstairs bar at the Stingaree 
Restaurant to hear details about what it 
would take to change the county lines 
and move the peninsula, jurisdictionally 
speaking, into the neighboring Chambers 
County.

County line change meeting draws hundreds
KELSEY WALLING/ 

The Daily News
Jo Ball with Bolivar 
Special Utility Dis-
trict brings a concern 
to state Rep. Mayes 
Middleton after a 
meeting regarding 
Bolivar Peninsula’s 
potential move to 
Chambers County 
from Galveston 
County at Stingaree 
Restaurant on Satur-
day. Middleton gave 
Ball his information 
to discuss the con-
cern further.
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TRANSPORTATION 
ACCIDENTS

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

League City Patrol Officer 
Matthew Strachan is busier than 
he used to be, he said.

Ever since crews at the be-
hest of the Texas Department of 
Transportation began work on a 
massive Interstate 45 expansion 
project, the part of the highway 
that courses through the center 
of League City has become the 
site of an increasing number of 
traffic accidents, Strachan said.

“Especially between state High-
way 96 and the city limits going 
northbound,” he said. “The traf-
fic jam caused by construction 

TRANSPORTATION 
FLOODING ROADS

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A major project that’s expected 
to begin this fall will replace ag-
ing asphalt and improve drainage 
on Broadway.

During the project, estimat-
ed at $9 million, crews will mill 
down the road from 59th Street 
to Seawall Boulevard and apply 
fresh asphalt, Texas Department 
of Transportation spokesman 
Danny Perez said.

The mill and overlay work will 
lower the road by 4 inches, Perez 
said.

It’s expected to take eight 
months, with an estimated May 
or June 2020 completion date, he 
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Major paving 
and drainage 
work planned 
for Broadway

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

A 
prairie pothole wetland 
in Galveston County 
may look to the naked 

eye like a field of weeds. There is 
no open water feature, no flowing 
creek, not even a visible ditch to 
transport the waters that collect 
on them all the way to Galveston 
Bay.

Step foot on one of them, how-
ever, and you’ll know the water is 
there.

These wet-
lands are em-
bedded in 
coastal plains, 
thousands of 
acres of them, 
being continu-
ally purchased, 
bulldozed, de-
nuded, filled in 
and paved over 
to make way 

for a subdivision or a strip mall 
somewhere in the county.

They are often referred to as 
“isolated” wetlands because they 
lack visible connections to “nav-
igable” waters, which the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers is 
charged with protecting.

The connection between these 
waters has been highly contest-
ed in courts over the past two 
decades, leading divisions of the 
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Wetlands drowning  
in legal quagmire

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Jordan Macha is the executive director of Bayou City Waterkeeper, a Houston-based group with a 
history of monitoring Clean Water Act violations in the Galveston Bay area.

“If I really think there’s a violation, 
then I go to federal court. It’s not 

personal. It’s legal. It’s about  
principles and legal interpretations, 

and some cases you lose.”
Jim Blackburn, Houston environmental attorney
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