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 » WASHINGTON

Tensions flared Monday as 
Washington strained to respond 
to the worsening coronavirus 
outbreak, with Congress arguing 
over a nearly $2 trillion econom-
ic rescue package and an impa-
tient President Donald Trump 
musing openly about letting the 
15-day shutdown expire.

As the U.S. braces for an on-
slaught of sick Americans, and 
millions are forced indoors to 
avert a spike that risks over-
whelming hospitals, the most 

ambitious federal intervention in 
modern times is testing whether 
Washington can act swiftly to 
deal with the pandemic on the 
home front. By evening, there 
were no further votes set for 
Monday, as talks pushed into the 
night.

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin said late Monday that 
negotiators still hoped to “close it 
out” as he left Senate Democratic 
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 » GALVESTON

With local leaders urging 
people to stay home and keep 
their distance from others to re-
duce the spread of coronavirus, 
hospitals in Galveston County 
could face challenges in supply-
ing enough blood for normal 
medical operations.

Closures of typical donation 
sites such as schools and fears 
about close contact with other 
people are discouraging people 
from donating, but donation 

drive organizers said the need is 

still there.

There’s no blood shortage yet 

in the Houston and Galveston 

regions, but donations have fall-

en off, said Kellye Moran, media 

coordinator for the Gulf Coast 
Regional Blood Center.

The nonprofit coordinates 
blood drives and supplies blood 
to hospitals across the Gulf 
Coast and East Texas.

“There is a national short-
age,” Moran said. “We’re trying 
to prevent that from happening 
and affecting the 170 hospitals 
in our 26 counties.”

The blood center also supplies 
blood to the University of Texas 
Medical Branch.

Although elective surgeries 
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 » GALVESTON

County Judge Mark Henry 
and the county’s 13 mayors came 
to an agreement Monday: all 
county residents would be told to 
stay at home.

The county will institute a stay-
at-home order at 11:59 p.m Tues-
day, officials announced Monday 
evening. The order will remain 
in effect until April 3. The order 
says nothing about how the gov-
ernment would enforce the pro-
visions, however.

The order was signed by Henry, 
Galveston County Local Health 
Authority Philip Keiser and the 
mayors of every city in Galveston 
County. The leaders agreed to the 
order during a telephone confer-
ence Henry arranged Monday 
afternoon.

The order is meant to encour-
age county residents to limit their 
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 » GALVESTON

The University of Medical 
Branch was bracing Monday for 
a wave of COVID-19 cases, lay-
ing plans to add beds, establish-
ing remote triage centers, and 
urging people to call before they 
sought care at any of its facilities, 
interim President Ben Raimer 
said. 

As of Monday morning, 21 pa-
tients were under investigation 
for COVID-19 in the medical 
branch’s four area hospitals and 
two had tested positive for the 
virus at Jennie Sealy Hospital on 
the Galveston campus, officials 
said.

The medical branch, which 
has 600 beds at various hospitals, 
plans to increase that number 
substantially in coming weeks, 

including the number of inten-
sive care beds, Raimer said.

All of the medical branch’s 
campuses were ready for more 
virus-related admissions and that 
number was expected to go up 
exponentially by the end of this 

UTMB adds beds, triage 
centers, braces for virus

More Information
Ben Raimer, interim president 

of the University of Texas 
Medical Branch, urged anyone 
thinking of coming into one of 
the medical branch’s clinics, the 
emergency room or urgent care 
facilities to call first to receive 
instructions on where to go and 
what to do.

The medical branch’s 
COVID-19 access center can be 
reached day or night at 800-
917-8906 or 409-772-2222.

Local hospitals seek people  
to give blood as donations fall

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Glenda Trawhon donates blood at League City United Methodist Church, 1601 West League City 
Parkway, on Monday. “I saw an ad on TV that they were in need of donors, so I got online and 
found the closest center,” she said.

How to donate
If you’re feeling healthy, 

learn how to schedule an 
appointment to donate blood 
by calling (713) 791-6373 or 
visiting

http://www.giveblood.
org/where-to-donate/find-a-
location-to-donate/
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Crystal Janke and William Petterson had planned for 
their trip to a beach resort in Honduras to be short and 
sweet.

He proposed; she said yes; and when they left for Central 
America on March 14, they planned to return home two 
days later.

Because of COVID-19, their trip down south has be-
come extended and a lot more stressful.

Honduras closed its borders March 15. Since then, the 
couple has been unable to find a plane to fly them out of 
the country, Janke said.

Domestic airlines, including Delta and United Airlines, 
have canceled their flights to the country, and charter 
flights are cost prohibitive, she said.

Island couple stranded in Honduras 
by coronavirus border closures

COURTESY

William Petterson and Crystal Janke 
and are stranded in Honduras after the 
country closed its borders to protect 
itself against the spread of coronavirus.
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