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By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

All of the Lake of Friendswood 
Park will remain open to visitors, at 
least for the time being.

After a contentious hearing 
Wednesday, both sides in a long-
standing dispute over who owns 
parts of the land the park rests on 
agreed to keep to the status quo as 

the issue winds its way through the 
court.

“I believe both sides are in agree-
ment that they will not destroy any 
property or erect any impediments 
to public use,” Judge John Ellisor 
said.

The issue over the park began 
when attorneys representing Jo-
seph Tostado asserted the city of 
Friendswood is using both its own 
property and his property for a 

park, and that officials have closed 
off roads around his land limiting 
its usefulness, court records show. 
At one point, Robert Clements Jr., 
an Alvin attorney representing To-
stado, even threatened to remove 
the park facilities.

Tostado inherited more than 5 
acres south of the Lake of Friend-
swood from his father.

Park to remain unfenced, undisturbed for now
STUART 

VILLANUEVA/
The Daily News

Steve 
Elizondo 
walks onto 
a pier while 
fishing 
at Lake 
Friendswood 
Park on 
Tuesday.

DISPUTE | HEARING

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » SANTA FE

The first fire drill was one of the hardest 
days.

A few weeks after the fall start of the 
school year, Santa Fe High School was re-
quired to hold a fire drill.

It was the first time the school had to 
practice an evacuation since a shooting in 
the fine arts hallway left eight students and 
two teachers dead and another 13 people 
injured.

School officials realized a fire drill would 
be traumatic for students and staff that were 
in the school during the shooting, Principal 
Rachel Blundell said.

The school took the lightest touch it could, 
she said. It didn’t trip fire alarms, and gave 
parents and students plenty of information 
about when the drill would happen and 
what it would be like.

“The day itself was traumatic to begin 
with,” Blundell said. The students were go-
ing to have to go down the same hallways 
they had evacuated out of months before.

The school got through that and has con-
tinued to take each day one at a time, Blun-
dell said.

“We still have triggers,” she said. But in re-
cent months, a relative calm has seemed to 
settle in the school, although more emotions 
are starting to resurface as the first anniver-
sary of the shooting approaches.

Santa Fe school officials on Wednesday 
said much of the past year has been like that 
— dealing with the aftermath of a tremen-
dous trauma, amid attempts to keep things 
at the school as normal as possible.

“Obviously, it’s been a difficult year for 

A year later, 
Santa Fe 

leaders reflect 
on hard 

adjustments

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Santa Fe Independent School District Superintendent Leigh Wall listens as district 
Police Chief Walter Braun speaks during an interview in Santa Fe on Wednesday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Santa Fe High School Principal Rachel 
Blundell said emotions are starting to 
resurface as the anniversary of the shoot-
ing nears.

SCHOOL SHOOTING | AFTERMATH

How did “Jeep Weekend” 
turn into one of the biggest 
events on Bolivar Peninsula?

COMING FRIDAY

CONSTRUCTION | PROJECT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A $35 million project to repave 
and raise FM 3005 by more than 
a foot might have residents asking 
questions about temporary prob-
lems, but the long-term benefits 
should be good for the West End, 
residents said.

The project should begin by the 
end of the month and will raise FM 
3005, also known as Termini-San 
Luis Pass Road, from 6 feet to 7 ½ 
feet, Texas Department of Trans-
portation spokesman Danny Perez 
said.

As the major thoroughfare from 
the West End to the rest of the is-
land, the department did consider 
yearly traffic volumes when de-
signing the project’s traffic control 
plan, Perez said.

The road serves as the main 
route to West End beaches to the 
7.2 million tourists who visit Gal-
veston annually.

State: FM 
3005 re-do 
won’t cause 

traffic 
nightmare 
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GOVERNMENT | BUYOUTS

By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

The city will soon begin buy-
ing properties around the site of 
a municipal incinerator demol-
ished earlier this year.

The Galveston City Council 
on Wednesday authorized the 

purchase of 19 properties near 
the site of the 1943 incinerator 
on Lennox Avenue, a structure 
the city tore down earlier this 
year.

Demolishing the incinera-
tor had long been on the city’s 
books. Officials announced the 
buyouts this summer, citing 
health and safety concerns of 

the properties surrounding the 
incinerator.

The total cost to purchase the 
19 properties, which include 
both houses and empty lots, 
will be between $696,204 and 
$872,540, depending on the ap-
praisals, according to the city.

Last year, the city approved 
spending $113,500 for firms to 

appraise the properties.
These properties would fall 

under the city’s eminent do-
main, its right to take private 
property for public use, Assis-
tant City Attorney Kim Coogan 
said.

“Our initial effort is to buy 

City to buy properties around old incinerator site

See PROPERTIES » A5


