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CITY ORDINANCE | GALVESTON

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

After years of addressing the 
issue anew with each festival, the 
city is drafting an ordinance that 
would permanently allow over-
night seawall parking during the 
first weekend of Mardi Gras, a 

city spokeswoman said.
At the same time, the city 

aims to discourage weekday ear-
ly birds by raising the overnight 
parking fine to $250 from $50 
in the Monday through Thurs-
day leading up to the first festival 
weekend, spokeswoman Marissa 
Barnett said.

“This would be increasing the 
cost to disincentivize parking 
there,” Barnett said.

In past years, people have paid 
the $50 per night fine to make 
sure they get their chosen parade 
spots, but the city hopes the high-
er fine will discourage this prac-
tice, Barnett said.

The city already bans parking 
on the seawall overnight, leveling 
a $50 a night fine against viola-
tors, but in the past, it’s been ac-

commodating to the tradition of 
festival attendees staking a claim 
on Seawall Boulevard in advance 
of the first weekend’s parades.

“A lot of people like to do it, 
and we try to accommodate that, 
but at the same time, it needs to 
be something we can manage,” 

Early birds face steeper fines for overnight parking
If You Go

What: Galveston City 
Council Special Workshop

Where: Galveston City Hall, 
823 25th St.

When: 1:30 p.m. Wednesday

COURT 
ONLINE IMPERSONATION

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

A trial is set to begin Monday 
for a former Galveston Coun-
ty court at law judge accused of 

posting photos of 
his ex-girlfriends 
on a website false-
ly advertising es-
cort services.

Chr i s topher 
Michael Dupuy, 
47, is charged 
with two counts 
of online imper-
sonation stem-

ming from a July 2015 arrest, 
officials said.

Dupuy is accused of posting 
photos from a woman’s Face-
book page as advertisements on 
Backpage, a classified advertis-
ing website, which offered es-
cort and sex services, according 
to court records. Backpage was 
seized and shut down by federal 
investigators in April as part of a 
wide-ranging investigation into 
prostitution and human traffick-
ing.

Investigators also accused Du-
puy of posting photos of another 
woman’s naked breasts, which 
she had sent to him while they 
were dating, according to the re-
cords.

Dupuy is accused of using the 
alias Don Tequila and trying to 
cover his tracks by routing the 
posts through foreign computer 
servers, according to the criminal 
complaint.

Deputies apprehended Du-

Former 
judge  

Dupuy to 
stand trial

CHRISTOPHER 

 DUPUY

REMEMBERANCE | TRIPLE FATALITY IN TEXAS CITY

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

T
he sky over Pointe Ann 
Apartments filled with 
pink and blue balloons 

Sunday night during a vigil re-
membering three children killed 
inside a Texas City apartment 
building Thursday.

About 100 people gathered at 
the apartments, 1225 10th St. N., 
to honor Angela Pilot, 5; Prince 
Larry Brown, 2; and Ashan-
ti Mehmood, 41 days old, who 
were beaten and stabbed to death 
Thursday.

When Pointe Ann resident Di-
ane Bickey heard about the kill-
ings, she couldn’t believe it, she 
said.

She feels so shaken by the 
deaths, she doesn’t want to stay in 
the apartment complex anymore, 
she said.

“I felt like I was in another 
world,” Bickey said. “We haven’t 
slept yet. It seemed like a dream.”

The three children were pro-
nounced dead Thursday in the 
apartment where they lived, po-
lice said.

Bickey joined family and 
friends at the Sunday night vigil.

During the ceremony, peo-
ple launched balloons, two pink 
balloons for the two girls and 
one blue for the boy, into the sky 
above the apartment complex. 
People in the crowd raised can-
dles as they said the children’s 
names.

Police on Friday charged Ju-
naid Mehmood, 27, of Texas City, 

BUSINESS | EMPLOYMENT

By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

High-paying and technically challeng-
ing jobs in petrochemical fields and other 
industry are mostly held by men.

But organizers of the fourth annual 
Women in Industry conference at Moody 
Gardens Convention Center on Jan. 30 
seek to change that trend.

“We want to let young women know 
what career choices are out there,” 

said Laura Baumgartner, director of 

GOVERNMENT | ZONING

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Almost two months after a divisive de-
cision to boot conservation organization 
Artist Boat from the Avenue O property 
it was leasing, the nonprofit hasn’t moved 
and hasn’t publicly announced plans to 
do so.

Conference to promote  
industrial careers for women

If You Go
WHAT: Women in Industry 

Conference
WHERE: Moody Gardens Convention 

Center, 1 Hope Blvd., Galveston
WHEN: 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 30
REGISTER: www.energizehouston.org

After city gave group boot, 
Artist Boat still on Ave. O

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Fencing and a screen block views of 
kayaks stored at the Artist Boat’s office 
on 27th Street in Galveston on Tues-
day.

See PARKING » A3
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About 100 gather at vigil  
for three slain children 

Community members hold candles and bal-
loons at a vigil at the Pointe Ann Apartments in 
Texas City on Sunday.

A photograph of Angela Pilot, 5, Prince Larry 
Brown, 2, and Ashanti Mehmood, 41 days old, 
rests on a table, during a vigil Sunday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News photos
Michelle Lockett hugs Imari Floyd, 8, during a community vigil at the Pointe Ann Apartments in 
Texas City on Sunday for three children killed Thursday at the complex. Capital murder charges 
have been brought against Junaid Hashim Mehmood, 27, for the deaths of Angela Pilot, 5, Prince 
Larry Brown, 2, and Ashanti Mehmood, 41 days old.

See VIGIL » A3


