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The Daily News

 » HITCHCOCK

A perfect storm of unfortunate 
events has left the city secretary 
managing Hitchcock’s affairs 
while a recently hired consulting 
firm tries to help the city assess 
its financial picture and fortify 
operations.

The city of 
Hitchcock in the 
past few months 
has experienced 
a maelstrom of 
setbacks, which 
began with Hur-
ricane Harvey in 
late August and 
got worse when 

Mayor Anthony Matranga was 
hospitalized, said C.B. “Bix” 
Rathburn, a former county eco-
nomic development director 
who resigned in June to become 
an independent consultant.

City commissioners voted 
Tuesday to empower Mayor pro 
tem Randy Stricklind to negoti-
ate a deal with Rathburn to eval-
uate Hitchcock’s financial situa-
tion, operational structure and 
staffing and to eventually help in 
selecting an interim city adminis-
trator to oversee daily operations.

Commissioners could eventu-
ally hire a full-time city adminis-
trator, Rathburn said.

Hit by wave 
of problems, 
Hitchcock 

hires a 
consultant

C.B. “BIX” 
RATHBURN

By SAMANTHA KETTERER
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Under terms of a “sunset” 
provision, Galveston’s parking 
fee program on Seawall Boule-
vard will end in July 2020, un-
less the city council calls a pub-
lic referendum and voters agree 
to extend the program.

Five of the six council mem-
bers eligible for another term 
all expressed some form of sup-
port for the program, but sever-
al also acknowledged potential 
difficulties in getting the public 
to OK the plan a second time.

“I’m not sure if it goes back to 
voters that it would pass again,” 
District 2 Councilman Craig 
Brown said.

The sixth member who is 
eligible for re-election, Coun-
cilman Mike Doherty, of Dis-
trict 4, could not be reached for 
comment.

Voters in 2011 approved the 
parking fee program on Seawall 
Boulevard to raise money for 
improvements along the beach 

Fate of seawall parking fees may hang on improvements
KELSEY WALLING/ 

The Daily News
A “closed” sign is taped 
on a “Portland loo” 
at Seawall Boulevard 
and 29th Street on 
Tuesday. The parking 
fee program meant to 
fund maintenance of 
such improvements 
faces a test in 2020.

Galveston City Council will revisit 
the possible abandonment of some 
property on and around the hotly 
debated Classic Porretto Beach.

COMING FRIDAY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

L
ocal officials say they 
don’t know how a state 
request for Hurricane 

Harvey relief money came to 
assert the San Luis Pass Bridge 
had been destroyed, but stand 
by the idea that the federal 
money could be used to re-
build the aged structure.

Meanwhile, a group that 
successfully challenged a state 
plan for spending federal di-
saster money after Hurricane 
Ike said it was vetting the Har-
vey request for projects that 
wouldn’t provide real hurri-
cane relief. 

Gov. Greg Abbott’s office 
Oct. 31 released a 300-page 
document outlining $61 bil-
lion in projects the state hopes 

will be funded with federal 
relief dollars. Each proposed 
project includes a description, 
the benefit that would come 
from funding the project and 
the return on investment the 
project would provide.

The description of the Gal-
veston County San Luis Pass 
Bridge Project requests $135 
million, and suggests the fund-
ing come from a transportation 

Still Standing

Undamaged San Luis bridge listed for Harvey funding

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
A fisherman casts for bait Monday near the San Luis Pass Bridge, which is still standing on 
Galveston’s West End, despite some reports to the contrary.

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Motorcyclists stop to pay the toll to cross the San Luis Pass 
Bridge on Monday.

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

County commissioners this 
month will begin interviewing 
economic development director 
candidates and could have some-
one in the position as early as the 
end of the year, Commissioner 
Joe Giusti said.

This week, the Galveston 
County Commissioners Court 
unanimously approved the sec-
ond phase with executive search 
firm Next Move Group to assist 
in hiring a new director.

The court hired the New Or-
leans-based search firm in July 
to find a new director after the 
former economic development 
director CB “Bix” Rathburn re-
signed in June.

The search was split in three 
phases at a total price tag of 
$27,000: $9,000 for interview in 
local business and government 
leaders to build a set of goals for 
the new director; $9,000 to iden-
tify and vet candidates; and a fi-
nal $9,000 when the employee 

Search 
continues 
for county 

development 
director

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

Clara Harris, the Friendswood 
dentist who murdered her hus-
band with a Mercedes-Benz se-
dan after finding him with his 
lover at a Nassau Bay hotel, will 
soon be released from prison.

A parole panel Friday approved 
Harris’ release pending success-
ful completion of certain prison 
programs and activities, Texas 
Board of Pardons and Paroles of-

ficials announced this week. The 
board did not elaborate about the 
programs.

The board cited “institutional 
adjustment” as a reason Harris 
was being released.

Harris, 59, won’t actually be re-
leased from custody until she fin-
ishes the programs, which takes 
about six months, said Jason 
Clark, spokesman for the Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice.

Harris will remain on parole 
until her designated release date 

of Feb. 10, 2023, board spokes-
man Raymond Estrada said in a 
very brief prepared statement.

On Feb. 14, 2003 — the 11th 
anniversary of her marriage to 
David Harris — Clara Harris 
was convicted of murder and 
sentenced to 20 years in a state 
penitentiary. She was eligible for 
parole after serving 10 years.

Harris, a former Colombian 
beauty queen, faced up to life in 

Mercedes murder convict Clara Harris gets parole
DAVID J. PHILLIP/AP file

Clara Harris, left, who was 
convicted of killing her 
husband by running him 
over three times with her 
Mercedes-Benz and leaving 
the car parked on top 
of him, leaves the Harris 
County Criminal Justice 
Center with attorney George 
Parnham after a hearing in 
her case Aug. 23, 2002, in 
Houston. Harris is set to be 
released from prison.
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