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REMEMBERANCE | XAVION YOUNG

By AARON WEST

The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

More than 100 people gathered 
at a candlelight vigil Tuesday to 
comfort a grieving mother and to 
celebrate the life of a young boy 
who drowned Sunday in a flood-
water detention pond.

The memorial service, which 
took place behind Costa Maripo-

sa Apartment Homes, the apart-
ment complex where Xavion 
Young, 7, apparently wandered 
into a nearby pond while feeding 
a goose, attracted both people 
who knew his family and those 
who didn’t.

“I’m just here mother to moth-
er,” said Kimberly Fletcher, who 
attended the vigil with her three 
young children. “I don’t know 
the family, but just as a person, 

as a mother, I know something 
like this has to be extremely 
hard. We’re going to help her get 
through this, that’s why I’m here 
— for support.”

Reecey DeRouen, Young’s 
mother, was surrounded by rela-
tives and friends during the vigil, 
all of them hugging her, holding 
her up and praying while Young’s 

Candlelight vigil held for 
young boy who drowned

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Community members hold up candles Tuesday during a me-
morial vigil in honor of Xavion Young, 7, whose body was found 
Monday in a floodwater detention pond near Costa Mariposa 
Apartment Homes where he lived.

What projects will make  
the cut for League City’s  

final bond list?
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ZONING | NEIGHBORHOOD

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Residents of Adler Circle se-
cured an initial victory Tuesday 
when the planning commis-
sion approved a request to rec-
ommend a zoning change that 
would ban all new short-term 
rentals in the neighborhood of 
about 50 houses.

The Galveston City Council 
must approve the request before 
it becomes official.

At issue was one short-term 
rental property in Adler Circle 
residents say has generated much 
ire and frustration, including 
noise complaints, cars parked on 
the grass and bottles in the yard.

The neighborhood, on south 
53rd Street near Seawall Boule-
vard, is home to many older peo-
ple who prefer peace and quiet, 
residents said.

Resident Marcy Hanson lives 
next door to the rental property, 
she said.

“I’m the one picking up all the 
beer bottles and the broken glass 
and the one who’s kept awake all 
night long by the drunks in the 
yard,” Hanson said. “This is out 
of place.”

That property will be allowed 
to remain a short-term rental 

GOVERNMENT 
HITCHCOCK

By AARON WEST
The Daily News

 » HITCHCOCK

Commissioners during a spe-
cial meeting on Tuesday nar-
rowed the search for a new police 

chief and a new 
city administrator 
down to two can-
didates for each 
position.

Commission-
ers during an 
hour-long execu-
tive session ham-
mered out who 
they wanted to 

conduct interviews with for the 
positions. They started with a list 
of seven names — three for po-
lice chief and four for city admin-
istrator — before the executive 
session and emerged afterward 
with two for each job.

Interviews with the final four 
candidates will be scheduled in 

GOVERNMENT | FEDERAL SHUTDOWN

By CATHERINE LUCEY, JILL COLVIN 
and LISA MASCARO
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

In a somber televised plea, President 
Donald Trump urged congressional 
Democrats to fund his long-promised 
border wall Tuesday night, blaming 
illegal immigration for what he called 

a scourge of drugs and violence in the 
U.S. and framing the debate over the 
partial government shutdown in stark 
terms. “This is a choice between right 
and wrong,” he declared.

Democrats in response accused 
Trump of appealing to “fear, not facts” 
and manufacturing a border crisis for 
political gain.

The back-to-back remarks by Trump 

and Democratic leaders appeared un-
likely to do much to break the logjam 
that has left large swaths of the gov-
ernment closed. Three weeks into the 
shutdown, the strain was starting to 
show with hundreds of thousands of 
federal workers on track to miss pay-
checks this week.

Trump pleads on TV for wall money; Dems say he ‘stokes fear’
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LAW ENFORCEMENT | CRIME

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A
bdal Khan stepped 
outside of a Broad-
way Chevron gas 

station where he works for a 
smoke break.

In the predawn hours of a 
Monday morning, he didn’t 
see any danger in stepping out 
of his glass-lined booth for a 
few minutes.

As he went back inside, a 
man approached him from 
behind and put a gun to his 
head. He ordered Khan be-
hind the counter.

“He pulled a gun on my 
head,” Khan said. “He hit me 
in my gut.” The man demand-
ed whatever cash Khan had 
and then made him look away 
as he collected the money.

There was only one thought 
running through Khan’s head: 
“He’s going to kill me now.”

A shot never came, and the 
man, who had at least one 

See VIGIL » A4
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See RESIDENT » A4

City boosts police presence 
after robbery spike

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Abdal Khan was robbed at gunpoint while working at the 
Chevron gas station on Broadway and Sixth Street in Galves-
ton on Monday. On Tuesday, Khan returned for work like it was 
a regular day.

See ROBBERY SPIKE » A7

See TRUMP » A4

“Unfortunately, this is a bad thing 
for the image of the city.  

We’re OK physically,  
but it hurts.”

Mohammad Ahan 

the owner of Moe’s Corner Store


