
*Plus Live Entertainment, Great Food, Group Rates, Free Parking and More!

Ice Land • Festival of Lights • Cirque Joyeux Noel
3D Films • Rudolph 4D • Ice Skating • Arctic Slide • Train Rides

Eight Holiday Attractions  One Venue

moodygardens.org

SAVE ONLINE

800-582-4673

VALUE DAYS: Save $5!  Sunday - Thursday, Nov. 12 - Dec. 14 (Excludes Thanksgiving)

COOLEST HOLIDAY DESTINATION IN THE SOUTHWEST
Now Open:  November 11 - January 7

POLICE: 1 dead in wreck, 1 arrested on intoxicated manslaughter charges » A5
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TRANSPORTATION | NEW BRIDGE PROJECT

HEALTH CARE 
AFFORDABLE ACCESS

By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

Galveston County officials’ 
efforts to plan a new bridge to 
Pelican Island received a boost 
recently when the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation pushed 
a critical deadline back by six 

months, but the move has left 
several commissioners and one 
area businessman debating the 

best way to proceed with the 
project.

The department, which has 
pledged $45 million in feder-
al money toward a new bridge, 
pushed back to June a deadline 
for the county to have plans for 
the project in order, spokesman 
Danny Perez said.

“After reviewing the timeline 
and deadlines for moving the 
project forward, TxDOT agreed 
to allow the entities involved an 
additional six months to finalize 
a sound business plan and part-
nership for the project,” Perez 

HOLIDAYS | 20TH HOLIDAY IN THE PARK

By VALERIE WELLS

The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

League City Mayor Pat Hal-
lisey opened the Grand Parade 
on Saturday night as the high-
light of the 20th Holiday in the 
Park festival downtown.

“We love you, Mayor Pat,” 
people in the crowd called out 
as the Jeep he rode in came to a 
stop at the corner of Park Ave-

nue and Main Street.
“I’m going to tell you some-

thing,” Hallisey said in a micro-
phone. “When I came down 
Main Street, I saw all the peo-
ple. It’s good to be home. This 
is what it is all about. Thank 
you for being out here.”

The crowd roared back at 
him with cheers and applause.

Hallisey, who suffered a 
heart attack Oct. 10, was hos-
pitalized for weeks after sev-

eral leg surgeries. He returned 
home earlier this week. The 
parade was his first public ap-
pearance since the heart attack.

His challenges and the chal-
lenges that Hurricane Harvey 
brought won’t stop Christmas, 
members of League City Proud 
said.

League City Proud puts to-
gether the festival every year. 

HOLIDAYS | DICKENS ON THE STRAND

By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

More people are on track to 
enroll for health insurance on the 
Affordable Care Act exchange, 
commonly called Obamacare, 
in the first month of enrollment, 

exceeding the 
pace of previ-
ous years, ac-
cording to new 
federal data.

Those num-
bers mirror lo-
cal figures on 
how many peo-
ple have sought 
assistance se-
lecting health 
insurance.

In November, the first month 
of enrollment, the Galveston 
County Health District helped 
more than 1,340 people with the 
process, according to the district. 
In the same period, the district 
enrolled 219 people in health in-
surance programs. That number 
outpaced previous years for the 
first month of enrollment, spe-
cialists said.

The Galveston County Health 
District is one of several organi-
zations with staff helping people 
navigate selecting health insur-
ance — and the district only 
keeps numbers on how many 
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League City Mayor Hallisey makes public return to cheering crowds
KELSEY WALLING/

The Daily News
League City 
mayor Pat Hal-
lisey waves to 
the crowd during 
the Grand Night 
Parade on FM 518 
on Saturday. The 
parade was Hal-
lisey’s first public 
appearance since 
his Oct. 10 heart 
attack.

See HEALTH CARE » A4

See HOLIDAY » A4

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

D
owntown shoppers and 
shopkeepers shared a 
festive mood Saturday 

with Christmas carols and sun-
ny weather for Dickens on The 
Strand in downtown Galveston.

Six Beefeaters strolled down 
The Strand, where they encoun-
tered two bearded Bobbys. That 
scene and other Victorian-era 
costume play opportunities at-
tracted crowds and participants. 
But that wasn’t the top draw.

“Dickens is more of a shopping 
event,” Trey Click, executive di-
rector of the Historic Galveston 
Downtown Partnership, said. “A 
lot of people are in the Christmas 
spirit for Christmas events. Re-
tail in general is about consumer 
sentiment. And they are in the 
mood to shop.”

Ginger Herter, co-owner of 
Strand Bass and Christmas on 
The Strand, 2115 Strand, was 
counting on that sentiment 

‘The Mood to Shop’
Festive Dickens 

crowds fill  

downtown stores

KELSEY WALLING/ 
The Daily News photos

ABOVE: Mike Graves looks 
at booths at Dickens on The 
Strand in Galveston on Sat-
urday. Costumed vendors 
are featured throughout the 
festival for participants.
RIGHT: People walk and talk 
on The Strand during Dick-
ens on Saturday. The festival 
opened in 1973 and has been 
in Galveston every year.

See DICKENS » A3


