
“God Bless You!”Constable Jimmy Fullen 

Vol. 178, 
No. 31INDEX ABBY B6&B8 BUSINESS B1  LOTTERY A2  MARKETS B2  OBITUARIES C6  OPINION A4  PUZZLES B6&B8

)45485-AACAAe
© 2020 The Galveston County Daily News

Texas’ OldesT Newspaper • publishiNg siNce 1842 • celebraTiNg 178 Years

Saturday & Sunday, May 23-24, 2020 87 78 » A8 • $3G A L V E S T O N    C O U N T Y

R E M E M B E R  A N D  H O N O R

WEEKEND EDITION
H AV E  A  S A F E  A N D  H A P P Y

One new COVID-19 death brings 
county total to 32 » A2

Galveston might test  
restaurant, grocery workers » A5

Galveston County & COVID-19:  
The vital numbers » A8

Restaurant chains see sales improving 
as dining rooms reopen » B5
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | US REACTION

By JILL COLVIN and ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump on 
Friday labeled churches and other 
houses of worship as “essential” and 
called on governors nationwide to 
let them reopen this weekend even 
though some areas remain under 
coronavirus lockdown.

“Governors need to do the right 
thing and allow these very import-
ant essential places of faith to open 
right now — for this weekend,” 
Trump said at a press conference 
at the White House. Asked what 
authority Trump might have to su-

persede governors, 
White House press 
secretary Kayleigh 
McEnany said  
she wouldn’t an-
swer a theoretical 
question.

Trump has 
been pushing for 
the country to 

reopen as he tries to reverse an 
economic free fall playing out 
months before he faces reelec-
tion. White evangelical Chris-
tians have been among the pres-
ident’s most loyal supporters, 

Trump declares  
churches ‘essential,’ 

calls on them to reopen

DONALD 
TRUMP

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | REOPENING

By JAMES LACOMBE

The Daily News

The reopening of bars across 
Galveston County was celebrat-
ed by patrons, staff and business 
owners alike Friday, as locals 
returned to their favorite water-
ing holes ahead of the Memorial 
Day weekend rush.

“It couldn’t get here fast 
enough,” said Galveston resi-
dent Belinda Arnaud, who was 
visiting with friends at the Poop 
Deck bar, 2928 Seawall Blvd. in 
Galveston.

Bars were among the last 
businesses Gov. Greg Abbott 
allowed to reopen under strict 
coronavirus-related regulations, 

with most being closed more 
than two months.

“Two months is too long for 
anyone to be away,” said Renae 
Holman, who has tended bar at 
the Poop Deck for almost eight 
years.

For staff at the Poop Deck, the 

Suds, soap and social distancing: 
Bars reopen with guidelines

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Bartender Tina Radford mixes drinks behind the bar at Diamond Jim’s Country Saloon and Dance 
Hall in Texas City on Friday.

Christopher 
Taylor shares 

his story 
of survival 

after battling 
COVID-19 for 
51 days in a 

local hospital.

COMING WEDNESDAY

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | GUIDELINES

By ANGELA WILSON
The Daily News

When Gov. Greg Abbott on 
Monday issued an executive or-
der announcing the second phase 
of a plan to open more businesses 
and activities in Texas, his words 
were met with mixed emotions 
across Galveston County.

Some Galveston County res-
idents are eager for a return to 
“normal” and fear the response 
to COVID-19 has inflicted worse 
harm on the economy than the 
virus has on the populous. But 

others fear what Texas’ reopening 
economy might mean for their 
health and that of their loved 
ones.

Factors driving such differenc-
es in opinion are complicated 
and go far deeper than partisan 
politics, economists and psychol-
ogists say.

“One reason why there’s this 
confusion and debate about go-
ing out or not going out and how 
it relates to the economy is that 

VIRUS | GUIDELINES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Operators of a tavern open for 
weeks despite state orders meant 
to close bars during the corona-
virus pandemic said Friday they 
wouldn’t abide by state-mandat-
ed social distancing guidelines 
other Texas bars are expected 
to follow when they reopen this 
weekend.

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | ENTERTAINMENT

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

Operators are reopening 
businesses and people are get-
ting back to work, but the live 
entertainment industry is on a 
slower track to return because 
social distancing measures 
limit how many people can 
attend a live show.

Although both musicians 
and patrons are eager to get 
back to live performances, 
some venues face challenges 

Bar owners say 
they’ll defy state 
reopening limits

To go out or not to go out 
— that is the question

Live music slowly returning, 
but with smaller shows

STUART VILLANUEVA/ 
The Daily News

Bassist Stacy Cook of the 
Galveston-based band The 
Line Up plays for diners at 
T-Bone Tom’s in Kemah on 
Friday. See QUESTION » A6

See BARS » A3

See SHARKY’S » A3 See MUSIC » A5

See CHURCHES » A3


