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As the city prepares to ask 
voters in May to raise seawall 
parking fees, the Galveston City 
Council also wants to leave open 
the option to raise fees again later 
on.

The city council drafted ballot 
language to continue paid park-
ing along Seawall Boulevard for 
10 years and to raise the fees from 
$1 to $2 an hour, but council 
members wouldn’t be opposed to 
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POLICE | INVESTIGATION

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

In effort to clear his name, a 
Santa Fe veterinarian charged 
with rape and sexual battery in 
Louisiana has submitted a DNA 
sample to law enforcement and 
has passed a polygraph test, his 
attorney said.

Meanwhile, officials with the 

Allen Parish Dis-
trict Attorney’s 
Office said Friday 
they still hadn’t 
received probable 
cause affidavits 
for the cases and 
that the docu-
ments wouldn’t be 
public informa-

tion until officially filed in court.

Todd Michael Glover, 37, of 
Hitchcock, has been charged 
with one count of first-degree 
rape and three counts of sexual 
battery in the 33rd Judicial Dis-
trict Court in Allen Parish, court 
records show.

Aside from the charges, little 
information has been publicly re-
leased about what, exactly, Glov-
er is accused of doing.

Paul Darrow, the attorney rep-
resenting Glover, this week said 
he already is combating false in-
formation spreading about the 
case, namely the age of the com-
plainants in question.

Glover’s charges on the Allen 
Parish Sheriff’s Office website 
briefly appeared as rape of some-
one younger than 13, but that was 
a filing error and the two women 

in question were 17, Darrow said.
A person can be charged with 

first-degree rape in Louisiana if 
he is accused of sexually assault-
ing someone younger than 13, or 
if the complainant was incapac-
itated because of drugs or if ex-
treme force was used, according 
to state law.

Vet accused of rape takes polygraph, submits DNA

TODD 
GLOVER

A barbecue joint prepares 
to fire up the pit and there’s 
confirmation about Conn’s. 

Read all about it in  
Laura Elder’s Biz Buzz.
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City could 
seek even 

higher seawall 
fees later

GOVERNMENT | GALVESTON
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The Daily News file photo

Cars are parked along the sea-
wall near 61st Street in Galves-
ton on Oct. 27, 2018. The city 
is looking at several options to 
decrease parking congestion 
along Seawall Boulevard.

LAW ENFORCEMENT | ANTI-DRUG OPERATION

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » LA MARQUE

An anti-drug operation that 
began last year has resulted in 
charges against 27 people, ac-
cording to the La Marque Police 
Department.

The department on Thursday 

released details about “Opera-
tion Cracked Streets,” while also 
releasing names and pictures of 
nearly 30 men it said were ar-
rested as part of the program 
and of other men who have been 
indicted but not yet arrested.

The arrests are meant to serve 
as a warning to drug dealers in 
the city, a department spokes-

man said.
The arrests were part of an 

effort to curb drug sales in La 
Marque, said La Marque Police 
Department Lt. Chad Waggon-
er. The department’s narcotics 
division targeted low-level crack 
cocaine sales and people con-
ducting street-level sales, the de-
partment said.

Indictments included in-court 
records related to the arrests 
showing that many of the men 
were indicted for drug sales last 
summer, but were not arrested 
and charged for the crimes until 
December. Most of the arrests 
announced Wednesday were 

Police credit drug crackdown with 27 indictments

HISTORY | ‘THE RECTANGLE’

By AARON WEST
The Daily News

W
hen Lynn Ray El-
lison lived in “The 
Rectangle” — the 

area of Texas City where the city’s 
African-American community 
lived and thrived in the 1940s, 
’50s and ’60s — life was different, 
he said.

More than 500 black families 
lived in a 10-block radius be-
tween the borders of Texas Av-
enue to the north, Bay Street to 
the east, 10th Street to the west 
and Fourth Avenue to the south. 
They owned and operated busi-
nesses, attended Booker T. Wash-
ington School, which closed in 
1967, and worshipped at the six 
churches that lined the block.

“That was our city,” said Elli-
son, a former Texas City com-
missioner and one of the city’s 
first African-American elected 
officials. “That was where black 
people had to be in that time, and 
we made it our own.”

Now The Rectangle and the 
residents who lived there have 
been replaced by the refiner-
ies of the oil and gas industry, 
but a memorial to that era is 
under construction less than 

Memorial to commemorate  
African-American community

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Lynn Ellison speaks about the history of Texas City at the building site of a memorial park honor-
ing the town’s African-American citizens and heritage in Texas City on Thursday.

“That was our city.  
That was where black people had to be in  

that time, and we made it our own.”
Lynn Ellison, a former Texas City commissioner  

and one of the city’s first African-American elected officials.
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