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Local educators enter national debate about 
gun policies after Florida school shooting.

COMING SUNDAY

INSIDE

ROAD | CONSTRUCTION

WORLD WAR II | EXPERIENCE

PORT | INFRASTRUCTURE

By TOM BASSING
Correspondent

Just more than eight months after declin-
ing to renew longtime City Administrator 
Julie Robinson’s annual contract, Dickinson 
has named her replacement.

Former Lebanon, Mo., 
City Administrator Chris 
Heard on Thursday signed 
a two-year contract with the 
city that calls for an annual 
salary of $120,000.

“Chris’ enthusiasm won 
us over,” Mayor Julie Masters 
said. “His experience, his en-
thusiasm and his energy are 

things we’re going to need.”
The Dickinson City Council on June 7, 

By CONNOR BEHRENS
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

While World War II veter-
ans are part of a rapidly dis-
appearing population left in 
the country, U.S. Navy veteran 
Stan Kalla will always remem-
ber his time serving in the war.

“I was very young,” he said. 
“I had some good and bad ex-
periences, but it worked out. 

I think I was very fortunate, I 
never got caught in anything. I 
got out of there and never had 
any problems.”

In April, Kalla, 91, will head 
to the Honor Flight Network, a 
nonprofit organization created 
to honor America’s veterans for 
their service and sacrifices. The 
program transports veterans to 
Washington, D.C., to visit and 
reflect at memorials.

“There’s a lot of people ahead 

of me, more deserving to do 
that,” Kalla said. “I’ve been to 
Washington a few times and 
it’s nice.”

Moving to Pittsburgh after 
the war, Kalla stayed there with 
his mother and brothers before 
settling down.

After the war, Kalla also 
made sure to keep a few items 
of war memorabilia in his pos-
session, including an opium 
pipe.

“Don’t ask me where I 
picked it up,” he joked.

Before retiring in Galveston, 
he had amassed an eclectic va-
riety of jobs, including contrac-
tor work for parks throughout 
the United States, Kalla said.

Living through several de-
cades and observing other 
wars, Kalla hopes leaders will 
get the country into fewer 

World War II veteran to attend honor flight

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
U.S. Navy veteran Stan Kalla, with the family 
dog, Bentley, at his feet, talks Tuesday about 
coming home after serving aboard a troop 
transport ship in the Pacific during World War II.
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from Harvey
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By MATT DEGROOD

The Daily News

W
hile Port of Gal-
veston officials 
ponder where to 

find a staggering $250 million 

needed to update dilapidated 

facilities at the public docks, 

national maritime experts say 
the island is not alone.

American ports will need 
about $66 billion for infra-
structure repairs and invest-
ments over the next 10 years, 
according to a study by the 
American Association of Port 
Authorities.

Some of the proposed up-
dates include a $3.3 billion 
crossing at the Port of Virgin-
ia, an $11 billion rail tunnel 
at the ports of New York and 
New Jersey, and a $750 mil-
lion modernization project at 

In the Same Boat

Experts: Port 

infrastructure 

woes a national 

problem

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Port of Galveston Director of Engineering Humberto Leal walks past a fallen pier at the Port of Galveston on Feb. 23.

By MARISSA BARNETT

The Daily News

 » TIKI ISLAND

Drivers traveling to the main-

land from the island should 

have shorter commutes after 

the state’s transportation agen-

cy reopened the third lane of 

Interstate 45 on Thursday be-

tween the bridge and the Tiki 

Island exit.

Construction is wrapping 

up on a project to repair the 

interstate along the bridge to 

Tiki Island, said Danny Perez, 

a spokesman for Texas Depart-

ment of Transportation. On 

Thursday, the department re-

opened the third lane of traffic 

during the day, Perez said.

At night, between 9 p.m. and 

5 a.m., the third lane will be 

closed for the coming days as 

construction crews finish the 

work, he said.

The project was original-

ly expected to go through late 

March, but the department 

bumped up the timeline ahead 

of the busy spring break season, 

Perez said.

“We were working with the 

contractor and being mindful 

of the folks that use that partic-

ular roadway to minimize im-

pact,” Perez said.

The project began in 

Causeway third lane reopens ahead of schedule

See CAUSEWAY » A3

See PORT » A4

See DICKINSON » A3

See VETERAN » A3

League City woman murdered   
in San Antonio » A3


