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EDUCATION | STUDENT SAFETY

By AARON WEST
The Daily News

Violent threats in schools have 
increased in Galveston County 
since 10 people were killed in a 
shooting at Santa Fe High School 
last May, officials said.

Media attention on school vi-

olence and increased sensitiv-
ity to what constitutes a threat 
has helped lead to a jump in the 
number of threats that get re-
ferred to the Galveston County 
District Attorney’s Office, First 
Assistant District Attorney Kevin 
Petroff said.

“Absolutely yes, we have seen 

an increase,” he said. “Everyone is 
a little more on edge after Santa 
Fe.”

The district attorney’s office 
has charged 84 juvenile cases for 
exhibiting or threatening to ex-
hibit a firearm on school campus, 
unlawfully carrying a weapon in 
a prohibited place, false alarm or 

report and terroristic threat, Pet-
roff said. Twenty-eight of those 
cases were filed after Aug. 1, 2018 
— the beginning of the 2018-
2019 school year.

The increase has led to the 
district attorney’s office han-
dling threat cases in a different 
way than before the shooting at 

Santa Fe. Before May 18, a threat 
that didn’t rise to the level of a 
felony — if a student threatened 
another student, for instance, as 
opposed to threatened the entire 
school — didn’t go through the 
district attorney’s intake process, 

School threat reports up since deadly shooting

PORT OF GALVESTON 
RAIL CAPABILITIES

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

As one of few ports in the na-
tion to have rail capability on its 
property, the Port of Galveston 
is in a unique position to market 
that as a draw for industry, Direc-
tor Rodger Rees said.

But, before leaders at the pub-
lic docks can take advantage of it, 
they must first answer questions 
about who exactly owns the city’s 
miles of rail lines, Rees said.

Port officials have for months 
been combing through often 
conflicting historical documents 
and reaching out to other inter-
ested parties to determine what 
parts of the rail line the public 
docks own, said Ted O’Rourke, 
chairman of the port’s governing 
board.

The main issue is determin-
ing who owns what when many 
records are contradictory, Rees 

SPORTS PLUS: Houston’s defense overpowers Cleveland  
QB Baker Mayfield to extend the AFC South leading Texans’ 
franchise-record winning streak to nine games » B1

Port seeks 
clarity on 
how many 

miles of rail 
it owns

POLICING | HUMAN EXPLOITATION

By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Galveston County agencies 
last week came together in Texas 
City to sign a memorandum of 
understanding, committing for 
the first time to work together 

against human trafficking.
“It’s so important to make sure 

all sectors of the community are 
on the same page and working 
together to make a dent in this 
issue,” said Christie Shumate, ex-
ecutive director of the Texas Gulf 
Coast Coalition Against Human 

Trafficking, the group that spear-
headed the effort.

Galveston County District At-
torney Jack Roady, who serves on 
the coalition’s board of directors, 
said his office has been involved 
with the coalition from the be-
ginning when it held an aware-

ness event in 2015 to inform the 
community about the problem of 
human trafficking.

Human trafficking is defined 
as the trade of humans for forced 
labor, sexual slavery or commer-
cial sexual exploitation.

It’s a widespread problem, and 

the Houston/Gulf Coast area is 
generally considered a hub of ac-
tivity.

“We’re talking about both sex 
trafficking and labor traffick-
ing here in Galveston County,” 

Law enforcement, others join to combat human trafficking

PUBLIC HEALTH | FOOD DESERT

By AARON WEST
The Daily News

 » HITCHCOCK

W
hen Pam Butler 
wants to buy grocer-
ies, she has to walk 

about a mile to Dollar General.
There’s no produce or meat, but 

the canned goods, milk and eggs 
the store carries will get her by 
until one of her children can take 
her to Walmart in La Marque or 
Kroger in another nearby city. 
For people like Butler, 58, who 
are without a vehicle and live in 
Hitchcock, there’s really no other 
option, she said.

“Every day, you see people 
from my neighborhood walk-
ing down the street to the dollar 
store, or to one of the conve-
nience stores to buy little items,” 
she said. “Not having transpor-
tation — it ain’t easy. We really 
need a grocery store.”

Hitchcock’s only grocery store, 
Baywood Foods, closed in Sep-
tember 2014 and a new one nev-
er opened to replace it, creating 
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INSIDE

Proposal addresses Hitchcock’s 
food insecurity issues

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News photos
From left, Jason Moreno, Andret Rayford and Samuel Collins III discuss a potential food truck park 
in front of the closed grocery store, Baywood Foods, to help alleviate Hitchcock’s lack of food 
stores and venues on Thursday. Moreno and Rayford are part of a team that won a competition 
in creating a plan to benefit Hitchcock for the foreseeable future as part of the annual American 
Planning Association Texas Chapter conference.

Samuel Collins 
III opens Andret 
Rayford and Jason 
Moreno’s official plan 
to alleviate Hitch-
cock’s food insecu-
rity on Thursday. 
Collins has offered 
part of his Hitchcock 
property, Stringfel-
low Orchards, for a 
potential community 
garden and bike trail.

“Every day, you see people  
from my neighborhood walking 

down the street to the dollar store, 
or to one of the convenience stores 

to buy little items. Not having  
transportation — it ain’t easy.  

We really need a grocery store.”
Pam Butler, of Hitchcock
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