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SPORTS: Motley scores 19 as Baylor defeats USC, moves to Sweet 
16; No. 1 seed North Carolina survives to beat Arkansas » A7

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

It was sunny, mostly.
here was no talk of snakes, or 

seaweed, or any out-of-the-blue 
hysteria about bacteria levels in 
the water.

Spring break on the upper Tex-
as coast can be a crapshoot. he 

water is still cool and the weath-
er can be uncooperative. It was 
only last year that heavy rains hit 
Houston, causing the irst of a 
series of major loods in the city, 
and according to some locals, 
keeping the beach crowds away.

Spring break 2017 was decid-
edly diferent according to some 
local retailers.

“It’s the best spring break we’ve 
ever had,” said Clyde Wood, the 
owner of he Witchery, a “pur-
veyor of esoteric goods” on Post-
oice Street in the island’s down-
town.

“When I came out of my oice 
last Sunday, it took me a while to 
get to the register in here, because 
it was shoulder to shoulder,” he 

said. “he cash register numbers 
are better than they’ve ever been. 
We’re breaking records.”

he same refrain could be 
heard at Ohana Surf & Skate on 
Seawall Boulevard, where free 
parking spaces were few and far 
between all weekend.

“We’re deinitely seeing more 
traic,” said Monica Adams, an 

assistant manager at the store. 
“It’s hard to say why, because the 
weather was not the prettiest, but 
we still had good days.”

Winter, which oicially ends 
at 6:29 a.m. today, was unusual-
ly warm in Galveston, with more 
than 30 record daily highs set be-
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By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Sen. Larry Taylor, R-Friendswood, re-
cently iled a bill that would see several 
changes to a new Texas Education Agency 
school accountability system opposed by 
many districts in Galveston County.

Taylor iled Senate Bill 2051 to revise 
House Bill 2804, which was passed by Texas 
lawmakers in 2015 as a means to simplify 
school accountability by giving schools and 
districts a grade on a scale of A to F.

But many education oicials in Texas and 
in Galveston County, including Clear Creek 
ISD Superintendent Greg Smith, has said 
the measure lawmakers passed in 2015 was 
anything but simple.

By TOM BASSING
Correspondent

he Kemah City Council has opted to 
move forward with a study to determine the 
feasibility of selling a developer on building 
a hotel and convention center complex in 
the city.

he council on last week unanimously 
approved spending up to $30,000 to hire 
a consulting irm to determine — irst of 
— whether the Kemah market can sustain 
such a facility, which also would serve local 
organizations.

“his is not only a hotel/conference cen-
ter, but an event center as well,” Mayor Carl 
Joiner said.

By SAMANTHA KETTERER
The Daily News

G
alveston city council will vote in 
the coming months on a $3.8 mil-
lion grant to renovate the ballparks 

on 53rd Street and Avenue S.
If city council approves the grant, the ren-

ovations could be complete by spring 2018, 
Mayor Jim Yarbrough said.

Brandon Cook, chief of staf for the 
city manager’s department, said the city is 

Many say spring break ‘best we’ve ever had’

See SPRING BREAK on page A6

Kemah takes first 
step toward possible 
convention center

Taylor files bill to 
amend upcoming 
A-F rating system

See RATING on page A6

See KEMAH on page A3

Little League complex could 
be complete by spring 2018

Photos by Jennifer Reynolds/The Daily News
Little League player Jordan Acosta fields a ground ball from Andrew Zermeño, back center, during practice Thursday at 
Colombo Field in Galveston. BELOW: Brian Lepo watches his son, Reid, bat Thursday during practice for the Rangers, a 6, 
7, 8 year old machine pitch team, at the Fort Crockett Park baseball fields in Galveston.

Play Ball!

See BASEBALL on page A6


