
By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Galveston County’s population 
grew by more than 45,000 people 
between 2010 and 2018, accord-
ing to new population estimates 
released by the U.S. Census Bu-

reau this week.
The county’s population has 

increased every year since the 

2010 Census, at least according 
to the bureau’s estimates. How-
ever, in recent years, the year-to-
year rate of growth to the county 
has slowed.

The county added 3,586 res-
idents from 2017 to 2018, a 1.1 
percent increase, according to 
the release. In each of the six 

years before 2018, the county’s 
population had increased by at 
least 5,000 residents, according 
to the census bureau’s estimates.

The new estimates are not an 
exact count of the population. 
Rather they’re based on statisti-
cal data, such as birth and death 
records and school enrollments. 

The next full census will be com-
pleted in 2020.

Between 2014 and 2016, the 
county’s population increased by 
nearly 5 percent. From 2016 to 
2018, the growth was 2.8 percent.

The new numbers reflect the 

Galveston County population still growing, but not as fast
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ELECTIONS | CAMPAIGNING GUIDELINES

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

In the world of local elections, 
campaign signs are sacred and 
hated. They often are one of the 
biggest expenses a candidate will 
make, and sometimes are the tar-
gets of tampering by competing 
factions.

For local cities, however, a 

political sign can also be a land-
mine.

In the past week, Friendswood 
city employees removed more 
than 90 political signs from city 
rights of way — all belonging to 
a single candidate, incumbent 
Councilman Carl Gustafson, 
who is running for re-election.

Gustafson said the cleanup 
campaign was spurred by com-
plaints from his political oppo-

nents in the election, and called 
it a “petty” distraction from elec-
tion issues.

“I’d rather be talking about the 
issues facing our fine city and 
how we’re going to continue to 
move forward on addressing our 
drainage and flood mitigation, 
supporting our police and fire 
departments, and continuing the 

Growing in popularity nationwide,  
recreational ax throwing comes to League City.

COMING SUNDAY

During elections, cities walk fine lines with signs
KELSEY  

WALLING/ 
The Daily News

Campaign 
signs pro-
mote Dick-
inson candi-
dates in front 
of the Dickin-
son Commu-
nity Center on 
Wednesday.

FLOODING | MITIGATION

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » HARRIS COUNTY

Galveston County officials 
have contributed about $10 mil-
lion to a project to expand a de-
tention pond in Harris County 
that experts hope might reduce 
flooding along Clear Creek in 
both counties.

Engineers are designing Phase 
3 of the South Belt Stormwater 
Detention Basin project, which 
will eventually allow it to store 

CENSUS | GROWTH ESTIMATIONS

County gives funding for 
Harris Co. creek project

LAW ENFORCEMENT | POLICE TRANSPARENCY

By KERI HEATH

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

P
roperty owners aren’t 
always cheerful when 
inspectors issue citations 

for city code violations.

In fact, some can get confron-
tational.

In line with a growing nation-
al trend of recording encounters 
between government employees 
and the public, Galveston’s code 
enforcement office this month 
bought body cameras for five 

city marshals.
Only the sworn peace offi-

cers in the code enforcement 
division will use the body cam-
eras, which cost $9,650 for five 
cameras and for data storage, 

City code enforcement  
officers to wear body cameras

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Deputy City Marshal James Pope shows off the body camera he and other marshals are now 
wearing outside of Galveston City Hall on Wednesday.

“This benefits  
citizens in Galveston 
County because the 
peak rainfall runoff is  

detained in Harris 
County prior  

to release into  
Clear Creek.”

Tyler Drummond, chief of staff 

for County Judge Mark Henry
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