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COMMUNITY LEADER | AWARD

By ANGELA WILSON
The Daily News

For past 33 years, Galveston native Carol Freeman, a mother 
of four, has had a hand in the upbringing of thousands of chil-
dren who have attended, and are attending, the Johnny Mitchell 
Branch of the Boys & Girls Club in Galveston.

Freeman, 62, recently was recognized for her hours of vol-
unteering by being named a 2017 Maytag Dependable Leader 
Award winner and receiving a $20,000 grant for her dedication to 
keeping youth on the path to achieve strong futures.

The award, which recognizes Boys & Girls Club officials who 
are committed to making a difference as role models, was one 
of 10 presented to volunteers and staff of the Boys & Girls Club 
across the nation.

“The Maytag Dependable Leader Award allows Maytag brand 
to give back to Boys & Girls Club staff and volunteers across the 
country who give tirelessly to their local communities,” said Rosa 
Keszler, community relations senior specialist at Whirlpool Corp. 
“It is our honor to recognize Carol Freeman for her exceptional ef-
forts and support for the Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Houston.”
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Carol Freeman 
gets a hug 
from Roger “Bo” 
Quiroga before a 
reception in her 
honor at the Boys 
and Girls Club 
in Galveston on 
Nov. 16. Freeman 
was honored with 
the Maytag De-
pendable Leader 
Award for her 
work at the Boys 
and Girls Club.
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M
arisol Martinez 
camped out on a 
chilly November eve-

ning on her 8-year-old son’s first 
overnight Cub Scout adventure.

This month is busier than 
usual for Martinez, who was 
camping with her Cub Scout, 
keeping up with her other two 
active children and cooking for 
her extended family’s large, tradi-
tional Thanksgiving dinner. She’s 
mashing potatoes and preparing 
a green noodle dish with pobla-
no peppers. Her sister is making 
at least three casseroles. Her dad 
will cook the turkey outside on 
the grill. It’s his thing.

Martinez, who was born in 
Mexico, became a U.S. citizen 
in 2014. She had three good rea-
sons: her children. Now, if she 
travels outside the United States, 
she doesn’t worry about some 
glitch in the system that might 
keep her away from home.

“You start thinking about your 
kids more than you,” Martinez, 
who lives in Galveston, said. 
“When you have to think about 
your kids, it’s important to make 
good choices.”

She’s living an American 
dream, contributing to the com-
munity and raising young Amer-
icans. But other immigrants don’t 
have the same resources and can’t 
offer the same opportunities to 
their children.

These are challenging and un-
certain times for immigrants 
who don’t have citizenship, law-
yers and activists said. A March 5 
2018 deadline looms for some of 
the 113,000 young people living 
in Texas who were covered un-
der the now rescinded Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 

Future uncertain for 

thousands of local 

‘Dreamers’
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In Texas, 2.36 million of the state's 7 million 

children live in immigrant families. One in six Texas residents is an immigrant.

62.2 percent of immigrants reported 

speaking English “well” or “very well.”
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ABOVE: 
Danny Marti-
nez Sr., born 
in El Salvador, 
and his wife 
Marisol, born 
in Mexico, 
immigrated 
to the United 
States and 
became U.S. 
citizens. They 
and their chil-
dren, from left, 
Danny Jr., 8, 
Dylan, 2, and 
Alice, 6, live in 
Galveston.

“You start 
thinking 

about your 
kids more 
than you. 
When you 

have to think 
about your 

kids, it’s  
important to 
make good 

choices.”
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