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TRANSPORTATION | GOLF CART REGULATIONS HEALTH | VIRUSES

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

As Galveston County resi-
dents get used to socializing 
again, they might notice more 
of their friends and family 
members falling ill with com-
mon respiratory illnesses than 

in summers past.
The return to socializing and 

more lax hygiene habits has led 
to winter-like levels of com-
mon respiratory illnesses that 
typically are less active in the 
summer. That’s prompting area 
hospitals to resume more active 

By EMMA COLLINS
The Daily News

C
hanges to state law and 
a resolution passed by 
the county commis-

sioner’s court have paved the 
way for golf carts to be driven on 
public roads in unincorporated 
parts of the county.

As a result, golf carts are  
allowed on public roads with 
a maximum speed limit of 35 
miles per hour, said Capt. Mark 
McGaffey, of the Galveston 
County Sheriff’s Office. Previ-
ously, golf carts in the unincor-
porated areas only were allowed 
to be driven on the beach or to 
and from a golf course if some-
one lived within 2 miles of that 
course.

In addition to allowing golf 
carts on roads, the state law also 
mandated all golf carts have a li-
cense plate, he said.

“Right now, we want to give 
everybody the correct informa-
tion so that everybody can get 
on the same page that we’re on,” 
McGaffey said.

Although the state law was 
passed earlier this year, the 
county is just now making the 
changes because the commis-
sioner’s court had to pass a res-
olution permitting the changes, 
McGaffey said. Since that has 

passed, the state law is going 
into effect, he said.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Apart from the golf cart plate 

Golf carts can ride public 
roads, legally, in parts of county

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Kristie Spencer, the sales manager at CKD’s Golf Carts, turns on the dash display of a golf cart 
while speaking with a customer in the showroom at the store in League City on Tuesday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Golf carts are unloaded from a trailer at CKD’s Golf Carts service 
facility in League City on Tuesday.

GOVERNMENT | INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN

By LISA MASCARO 
and KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

The bipartisan infrastructure 
deal senators brokered with 
President Joe Biden is hanging 
precariously ahead of a crucial 
Wednesday test vote as sena-
tors struggle over how to pay for 
nearly $1 trillion in public works 
spending.

Tensions were rising Tues-
day as Republicans prepared 
to mount a filibuster over what 
they see as a rushed and mis-
guided process. With Biden 
preparing to hit the road to rally 

support for his 
big infrastruc-
ture ideas — in-
cluding some 
$3.5 trillion in a 
follow-up bill — 
restless Demo-
crats say it’s time 
to at least start 
debate on this 
first phase of his 
proposals.

“It is not a 
fish or cut bait 
moment,” said 
Senate Ma-
jority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., describ-

ing the proce-
dural vote as just 
a first step to “get 
the ball rolling” 
as bipartisan 
talks progress.

Six months 
after Biden took 
office, his signa-
ture “Build Back 

Better” campaign promise is at 
a key moment that will test the 
presidency and his hopes for a 
new era of bipartisan coopera-
tion in Washington.

White House aides and the 
bipartisan group of senators 

As electric cars 
rise in popularity, 

cities debate how much 
they should invest 
in powering them.

COMING THURSDAY

CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK | CRUISE SHIP INDUSTRY

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON

The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

Four crew members aboard 
Royal Caribbean Cruises’ In-
dependence of the Seas have 
tested positive for COVID-19, 
and more than two dozen other 

crew members are in quarantine,  
according to the Galveston 
County Health District.

The infections have caused the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention to put the ship 
under tighter monitoring pro-
cedures, just 12 days before it’s 
supposed to embark on a safety- 
proving test cruise from the Port 
of Galveston.

Galveston County Local 
Health Authority Philip Keis-
er confirmed the infections 

COVID reported on ship 
slated for isle test cruises

CDC increases 

monitoring of cases 

on Independence 

of the Seas

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News file photo
A couple watches Royal Caribbean’s Independence of the Seas 
sail from Galveston on July 1 after picking up crew members and 
resupplying. The liner is scheduled to depart Galveston on Aug. 1 
with less than 95 percent of passengers vaccinated.

Colds, flu come 
back with increased 

socializing, doctors say

JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
Memory Carr, a medic at West Isle Urgent Care in Galveston, reads 
a rapid antigen test for COVID-19 at the clinic Tuesday.
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