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By CONNOR BEHRENS
The Daily News

 » WEBSTER

After years of rumors and 
even social media campaigns, 
Costco Wholesale plans a Web-
ster store that likely will lure 
shoppers from around Galves-
ton County.

Costco will represent the 
biggest retail project in Web-

ster’s history and stands to 
attract more retail and devel-
opment, officials said. The city 
has worked to lure Costco for at 
least 12 years.

Webster city officials on 
Wednesday night approved the 
development of Costco Whole-
sale, which is scheduled to open 
by the end of the year and em-
ploy as many as 250 people. 
Webster did not win Costco 

through tax rebates and other 
such economic incentives, but 
instead agreed to make site and 
road improvements to accom-
modate the store.

Costco plans to build on the 
west side of Interstate 45, on 
the south side of Baybrook 
Commons, where Star Fur-
niture is a tenant, confirming 

Long-rumored Costco Wholesale to open in Webster
COURTESY

Pictured is 
a rendering 
of a Costco 
Wholesale 
store, 
which is 
scheduled 
to open by 
the end of 
the year in 
Webster.

By VALERIE WELLS
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

I
n a project meant to ease 
traffic at one of the most 
awkward and controver-

sial intersections in the city, the 
Texas Department of Transpor-
tation on Thursday opened the 
new access road at the so-called 
Five Corners in League City.

At noon, crews were still ap-
plying stripes on the road and 
making signal adjustments, 
department spokesman Danny 
Perez said. The opening came 
after weeks of delays.

Frustrated motorists waited 
longer than usual to go through 
the two intersections Thursday 
morning as Galveston County 
Sheriff’s deputies directed im-
patient traffic through flashing 
red signal lights.

By Thursday afternoon, the 
traffic began flowing more 
smoothly, motorists reported. 
The access road opened about 
3:20 p.m., Perez said.

Motorists were able to drive 
on the new access road Thurs-
day afternoon for the first time 
since construction began in 
September 2016.

The awkward conjunction of 
FM 518, FM 2094 and FM 270 
has been a headache in League 
City for decades. Officials have 
studied the problem, proposed 
solutions and debated the 

Dose of Decongestant 

Traffic shifts as Five Corners access road opens

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Construction worker Serafin Luna moves barricade barrels in 
preparation for the opening of a new access road at the Five 
Corners intersection in League City on Thursday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Road workers Christian Almazan and Juan Flores remove a stencil after painting turning 
directions for a new access road at the Five Corners intersection in League City on Thursday. 
The addition of the new road is aimed at relieving traffic congestion in the area.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Road workers paint lines at the intersection of FM 518 and a 
new access road at the Five Corners intersection in League 
City on Thursday. The addition of the new road is aimed at 
relieving traffic congestion in the area.

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

In testimony central to both 
prosecution and defense argu-
ments, opposing expert wit-
nesses spent Thursday disputing 
which of several injuries killed 
6-year-old Whitney Williams in 
2016.

Two physicians took the stand 
on the fourth day in the capi-
tal murder trial of Evan David 
Nolan, 28, of League City, who’s 
charged with beating his step-
daughter to death while he was 
watching her and his 1-year-old 
daughter in the family’s apart-
ment.

Whitney Williams died of se-
vere injuries, including brain 
trauma, a lacerated liver and in-
ternal bleeding, law enforcement 
officials have said.

Thursday’s testimony ad-
dressed both a key prosecution 
argument and what seemed from 
earlier questioning to be Nolan’s 
main defense.

Prosecutors have argued the 
child was injured and died in a 
very narrow window when only 
Nolan could have been responsi-
ble. Defense attorneys meanwhile 
have argued the girl’s mother, 
Brithony Williams, could have 
caused the fatal injuries.

Prosecution witness Glenn 
Sandberg, a neuropathology 
physician at Baylor College of 
Medicine, testified that Whitney 
Williams’ brain showed signs of 
two different injuries — bleed-
ing three to five days before her 
death and then a second brain 
bleed less than three days before 
she died.

Both injuries were likely 
caused by severe blunt force trau-
ma, Sandberg said.

“The force needed to do this 
is not explained by a kid being a 

Experts 
dispute 

6-year-old’s 
injuries in 

murder trial
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By MARISSA BARNETT
The Daily News

 » TEXAS CITY

A community group com-
prised of Texas City and La 
Marque residents surveying the 
school district’s buildings and 
infrastructure recommended a 
$135.9 million bond Thursday in 
a meeting with the Texas City In-
dependent School District board.

Trustees made no decisions 
nor discussed a bond election 
Thursday night, but heard the 
group’s proposal and learned 
about residents’ responses in 
community surveys about the 
district’s campuses.

The board will likely make a 
decision during a meeting Tues-
day, district spokeswoman Me-
lissa Tortorici said. The school 
board could choose to call an 
election on the entire bond pro-
posal or parts of it or not call a 
referendum at all, Tortorici said.

The group also did not discuss 
Thursday what a possible $135.9 
million bond would mean for the 
district’s tax rate, which affects 
homeowners and businesses 
within the boundaries of the dis-
trict spanning parts of Texas City 
and La Marque.

A community group of about 
70 residents has been studying 
and surveying the school dis-
trict’s campuses for months af-
ter Hurricane Harvey in August 
2017 caused significant damage 
to aging facilities, particularly 
in La Marque. The group also 
looked at schools in Texas City, 
some of which were aging and 
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$135.9 million 
TCISD bond

See TCISD » A3


