
By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

 » LEAGUE CITY

Rejoice, League City resi-
dents. Calder Road, which has 
been the site of four capital 
improvement projects since 
2014, is officially open to traffic 
again.

Members of the city staff and 
council on Wednesday were in 
a celebratory mood, passing 
out coffee and commemora-
tive shirts saying “I survived 
Calder Road construction,” to 
residents and other passersby.

“It feels great,” City Man-
ager John Baumgartner said. 
“We aren’t quite done yet — 
there are still a few weeks to 
finish the sidewalks and some 
re-striping — but the timing 
couldn’t be better, with all the 
construction on Interstate 45.”

Houston-based Dannen-
baum Engineering Corp. paid 
for 200 of the Calder Road 
shirts, Baumgartner said.

The construction on Calder 

Road has long been an annoy-
ance to residents living in the 
area who were initially told the 
four-stage project would last 
about 18 months.

The project is actually four 
separate capital improvement 
projects, the last of which 
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Local and state governments defer to 
federal protections for wetlands, failing 

to save precious natural resources.
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Pickup Friday’s edition 
for a full schedule of 
Mardi Gras parades 

and concerts.
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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » ALGOA

A Houston man shot and killed 
a 17-year-old Galveston County 
man in Algoa on Tuesday morn-
ing in what is being described as 
a confrontation over the sale of 
an iPhone, the Galveston County 
Sheriff’s Office said.

Investigators described the 
shooting as an act of self-defense, 
but they expected it would even-
tually be heard by a grand jury.

Joshua Wooten, 17, died at 
Memorial Hermann Hospital in 
Houston just before 7 a.m. Tues-
day, about 90 minutes after being 
shot three times in the torso, ac-
cording to the Galveston County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Wooten was shot near the 7000 
block of Lilley Road, in the unin-
corporated community of Algoa. 
He was shot by Bruce Robinson, 
38, of Houston, according to the 
sheriff’s office.

Robinson drove to the home 
where the shooting took place 
after speaking to Wooten on 
the phone application Offer Up, 
which connects people selling 
things to buyers, according to the 
sheriff’s office. Robinson was at-
tempting to buy an iPhone that 
Wooten had advertised on the 
site, according to the sheriff’s of-
fice.

Robinson told investigators he 
gave Wooten cash for the phone 
and was handed an empty iPhone 
box, Galveston County Sheriff’s 
Office Major Barry Cook said.

Robinson confronted Wooten 
and demanded his money back, 
Cook said.

Robinson said he shot Wooten 
after the younger man reached 

Man claims 
self-defense 

in fatal 
Algoa 

shooting
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By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A potential shift in manage-
ment of the arts and historic 
money earmarked for nonprofits 
could mean a reduction in how 
much those organizations re-
ceive.

The Galveston City Council 
on Wednesday was supportive 
of District 2 Councilman Craig 
Brown’s proposal to give the Park 
Board of Trustees management 
over the hotel occupancy tax 
revenues allocated to island non-
profits.

Council members discussed 
the proposal in a workshop ses-
sion and took no official action.

The park board, which pro-
motes island tourism, is better 
equipped to allocate the money, 
which now is overseen by the 
city’s Arts and Historical Pres-
ervation Advisory Board, city 
council members said.

But if the switch happens, city 
council members want the city 
to keep a slice of the money that 
nonprofits use for advertising and 
promotions.

The city board now divvies up 
the 0.75 of a penny from the 15-
cent hotel occupancy tax, a por-
tion that amounted to $1.5 mil-
lion last year, according to city 
records.

“While the committee has 
done a really good job at what 
they do, I think these funds really 
should be used to support a wid-
er array of activities,” District 3 
Councilman David Collins said.

The park board already han-
dles tourism related projects, 
Brown said.

Brown, who also sits on the 
park board, broached the idea 
earlier this month.

“The park board already allo-
cates money in a similar man-
ner,” Brown said. “They have the 
expertise.”

How much of that money 
comes to the park board is still 
yet to be debated, he said.

Mayor Jim Yarbrough agreed 
the park board is the best entity 
to handle this kind of funding, he 
said.

“The park board is in a better 
position to administer money 
than we are,” Yarbrough said. 
“It’s what they do. We’re trying to 
align duties where it makes more 
sense.”

But the city shouldn’t send 
all the tax revenue to the park 
board, and should instead retain 
some of money to fund public 
art or other tourist-drawing proj-
ects, he said.

The park board might be able 

City council 
keen on HOT 
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‘Survivors’ rejoice over end 
of Calder Road project

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
League City employee Cherese Pendleton, right, hands a free cup of coffee to motorist Betsy 
Fuqua on a newly reopened stretch of Calder Road in League City on Wednesday.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
League City employee Bryan Roller holds up free T-shirts 
for motorists on a newly reopened stretch of Calder Road in 
League City on Wednesday.
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By KATHRYN EASTBURN
The Daily News

Galveston County residents 
might be making flood-risk 
decisions such as where not to 
build and whether to buy flood 
insurance based on maps that 
are out of date, in part because 
of trouble in the key federal 
council.

Reports from Washington 
Tuesday said work by FEMA’s 
Technical Mapping Advisory 

Council, charged with provid-
ing scientific information to the 
National Flood Insurance Pro-

gram, has been halted for five 
months over a lack of a quorum. 
The council, which last met in 

September 2018, is composed of 
20 experts tasked with answer-
ing complex questions about 
flood risk across the United 
States, but 16 of those 20 seats 
are empty and awaiting new ap-
pointees.

The council’s specific charge 
from Congress is “to ensure 
that flood insurance rate maps 
reflect the best available science 

Lack of federal quorum stalling flood map updates
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“I hate to say it, but if the new maps had 
been ready before Hurricane Harvey, it’s 
possible more people might have built 

out of harm’s way.”

Zach Meadows

Director of community development
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