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GOVERNMENT | PELICAN ISLAND DEVELOPMENT

By SARAH GRUNAU
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

County Commissioners hope 
lawmakers will reconsider a bill 
forcing the Port of Houston Au-
thority to develop more than 
1,000 acres of raw land it owns on 
Pelican Island or sell the parcel to 
a buyer who will.

Local leaders have long wanted 
to capitalize on Pelican Island’s 
economic potential, especially 
for the Port of Galveston, and 

some have asserted the Houston 
port is sitting on its land mostly 
to prevent that.

The Port Authority of Houston 
bought the 1,100 acres more than 
20 years ago when the state wa-
ter code was amended to allow 
jurisdictions with populations of 
more than 2.8 million to acquire 
land in neighboring counties, 
Zach Davidson, spokesman for 
the county said.

County makes 2nd  
run at use-or-lose bill  

for Pelican Island

LAW ENFORCEMENT | CATALYTIC CONVERTER THEFT

By TRACE HARRIS
The Daily News

T
wo bills in the Texas Leg-
islature, one motivated 
in part by the shooting 

death of an off-duty sheriff’s dep-
uty, are meant to make it easier 
to prosecute catalytic converter 
theft and to stiffen penalties for 
such crimes.

State Sen. Paul Bettencourt, a 
Houston Republican, last week 
filed Senate Bill 465 to combat 
catalytic converter theft and or-
ganized crime and assist prose-
cutors in holding criminals ac-
countable, according to his office.

The new bill makes possession 
of a catalytic converter that has 
been removed from a vehicle a 

Two bills seek to crack down  
on catalytic converter theft

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Lt. Hal Barrow, commander of the Galveston County Auto Crimes Task Force, holds a stolen cata-
lytic converter at the task force headquarters in Dickinson on Thursday. The converter and others 
like it were used as evidence in a now-closed case.

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Stolen catalytic converters used as evidence rest on the 
pavement at the Galveston County Auto Crimes Task Force in 
Dickinson on Thursday.

A runaway legal bill has the Galveston  
Park Board of Trustees reviewing its procurement policies.

THIS WEEKEND

POLICE | STABBING

By TRACE HARRIS
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A man killed Tuesday evening 
was stabbed at least six times in 
the back while fishing on the 
island’s East End, police said 
Thursday.

Officers were called to the 

beach area of Boddeker Road 
about 5:40 p.m. where a man 
identified as Albert Titov, 73, of 
Galveston, was found dead, po-
lice said. Titov and his family re-
cently moved to Galveston from 
Ukraine.

Two Black men between the 

Two on the run after  
allegedly stabbing man 

six times, police say

GOVERNMENT | DEBT LIMIT

By JOSH BOAK
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

The U.S. government bumped 
up against its debt limit Thursday, 
prompting the Treasury Depart-
ment to take “extraordinary” ac-
counting steps to avoid default — 
as friction between President Joe 
Biden and House Republicans 
raised concern about whether 
the United States can sidestep an 
economic crisis.

The Treasury Department said 
in a letter to congressional lead-

ers it had started 
taking “extraor-
dinary measures” 
as the govern-
ment had run up 
against its legal 
borrowing capac-
ity of $31.381 tril-
lion. An artifi-
cially imposed 

cap, the debt ceiling has been 
increased roughly 80 times since 
the 1960s.

“I respectfully urge Congress 

US Treasury buys  
time for Biden and  

GOP on debt limit deal

JANET 
YELLEN

SCIENCE | MILKY WAY

By CHRISTINA LARSON
Associated Press

 » WASHINGTON

Every year, the night sky 
grows brighter, and the stars 
look dimmer.

A new study that analyzes 

Twinkle, twinkle fading stars:  
Hiding in our brighter skies

FRED THORNHILL/ 
The Canadian Press file photo
Dave Cooke observes 
the Milky Way over a 
frozen fish sanctuary 
in central Ontario, 
north of Highway 36 
in Kawartha Lakes, 
Ontario, Canada, early 
March 21, 2021.
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