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By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

A week after a 65-pound pit 
bull attacked and severely in-
jured a woman at an apartment 

complex on the 
island’s West 
End, police have 
arrested the 
dog’s owner and 
charged him 
with a felony.

Nicola No-
tarnicola, 59, of 
Galveston, was 

arrested and charged Thursday 
with attack by dog resulting in se-
rious bodily injury. The charge is 
a felony under the Texas Health 
and Safety Code.

The attack happened Jan. 23 at 
the Club of the Isle apartments on 
Cove View Boulevard, according 
to a probable cause affidavit ob-
tained by The Daily News.

A woman who lived at the 
apartment complex stepped out 
of an elevator and was charged by 
a tan and white pit bull, accord-
ing to the affidavit. The woman 
was carrying her own dog, which 
she lifted above her head, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

The pit bull, named Dominick, 
bit the woman’s thigh and calf, 
according to the affidavit.

A witness to the attack was able 
to distract the pit bull for a short 
time, but it attacked and bit her 
leg a second time, according to 
the affidavit.

A second witness, who was 

By MATT DEGROOD
The Daily News

Advocates of a 100-year-old 
live oak named Mr. Elemen-
tree have until March 1 to 
raise about $200,000 to save 
it from being cut down in a 
planned rebuild of League 
City Elementary School.

After an outpouring of sup-
port to save the tree, Clear 

Creek Independent School 
District officials Wednesday 
approved waiting 30 days be-
fore moving ahead with its 
felling.

“It doesn’t impact our 
schedule, which is good,” said 
Elaina Polsen, spokeswoman 
for the district. “We worked 
out an agreement with the 

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

A bipartisan group of Texas 
representatives on Friday sent a 
letter to the top leaders in the U.S. 
Senate asking for action on stalled 
legislation that would send bil-
lions of dollars to states ravaged 
by hurricanes and other natural 
disasters last year.

The letter pleads for the Sen-
ate to pass an $81 billion supple-
mental funding bill approved by 
the U.S. House of Representatives 
before Christmas and said ongo-
ing failure to pass the legislation 
was hurting hurricane victims.

“We have constituents, who, 
after most six months, remain in 
transitional housing and homes 
that lack weatherization as Texas 
remains in the grip of an unusu-
ally cold winter,” the letter stated. 
“It is past time for Congress to 
act.”

The letter was signed by U.S. 
Reps. Pete Olson, Sheila Jackson 
Lee, Randy Weber, Filemon Vela, 
Brian Babin, Gene Green, Blake 
Farenthold, Al Green, John Cul-
berson, Michael McCaul, Ted 
Poe and Kevin Brady. It was ad-
dressed directly to Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell and 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer.

The bill would be the largest 
disaster recovery funding mea-
sure ever approved in United 
States history. Funds from the 
bill would go not only to Texas, 
but to Florida and Puerto Rico, 
which were struck by hurricanes 
Irma and Maria after Harvey 
came to Texas.

The money would also be sent 
to California, where wildfires 
destroyed tens of thousands of 
homes and businesses in Decem-
ber 2017.

But final passage has been de-
layed by other issues in Washing-
ton, most recently, conflict over 
funding the government that led 
to a showdown and a promised 
deal on immigration reform.

G
alveston locals and visitors 
alike gathered downtown to 
celebrate the first weekend 

of Mardi Gras. The annual George P. 
Mitchell Mardi Gras Award Parade 
was the first of 22 parades this season. 
The Daily News’ Funky Uptown Um-
brella Brigade followed with multiple 
teams of people bringing their most 
creative umbrellas to The Strand.

Beads and dancing were in abun-
dance on the clear, first night of 
Mardi Gras.

Although weather is not promised 
to be clear the whole weekend, the 
city expects a larger turn out than last 
year. Last year, at least 65,000 people 
paid to attend downtown events.

Rain is expected Saturday, but it 
won’t persist for long periods, accord-
ing to weather forecasters.

Hitchcock posted budget 
deficits in the past two  
fiscal years as sales tax 

revenues declined.

COMING SUNDAY

Historic live oak gets temporary reprieve
KIM CHRISTENSEN/ 

For The Daily News file
League City 
residents are 
concerned about 
a 100-year-old 
live oak tree being 
torn down to 
accommodate 
the rebuilding of 
League City Ele-
mentary School. 

Man charged 
with felony 
over West 
End dog 
attack

NICOLA  
NOTARNICOLA

Texas House 
members call 
for action on 
Harvey relief

By VALERIE WELLS

The Daily News

 » FRIENDSWOOD

One man’s mission to stop the 
extension of Blackhawk Drive in 
Friendswood advances Monday 
to the city council.

Dan Rucker, who owns 
Friendswood-based Coastal 
Bend Property Development, 
wants the city to remove Black-
hawk Drive from its major thor-
oughfare plan.

The plan maps out the city’s 

intentions to widen or extend 
the main routes for traffic, but 
extending Blackhawk north 
to Beamer Road is something 
Rucker wants to stop.

Rucker has plans for land his 
company owns in the northern 
panhandle of Friendswood he 

describes as a mixed-use proj-
ect in the preliminary stages. 
Extending Blackhawk Drive to 
Beamer Road would interfere 
with his vision.

That part of Friendswood is in 

See TREE » A3

Mardi Gras 2018

See DOG ATTACK » A5

In Friendswood, developer opposes road extension of Blackhawk Drive
If you go

What: Major thoroughfare plan joint workshop with Friend-

swood City Council and the Planning and Zoning Commission

When: 5 p.m. Monday

Where: Friendswood City Hall, 910 S. Friendswood Drive

KELSEY 

WALLING/ 
The Daily News

Friendswood 
commissioners 
Richard Sas-
son, left, and 
Joe Matranga, 
center, listen 
as City Planner 
Aubrey Harbin 
talks about the 
plans for Black-
hawk Drive to 
Beamer Road 
on Thursday.See EXTENSION » A5

See LEGISLATURE » A5

Parades kick off annual isle revelry

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Bentley Lankford, left, and Emma Laucks dance to music from a float before The Daily News’ 
Funky Uptown Umbrella Brigade on the first night of Mardi Gras in Galveston on Friday.

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News
Kathy Tyree, middle, and Carol Coats wave their hands for 
Mardi Gras beads during the George P. Mitchell Mardi 
Gras Awards Parade on Friday. FOR MORE PHOTOS » A6


