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MARITIME | FISHING

By KATHRYN EASTBURN

The Daily News

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council approved 
Amendment 50 of the Reef Fish-
ery Management Plan, granting 
individual Gulf states the author-
ity to manage recreational fishing 
for red snapper within their own 

jurisdictional waters.
This action affirms extensive 

efforts on the part of Texas fish-
eries organizers and activists 
hoping that control over recre-
ational fishing would become the 
responsibility of the state rather 
than federal government.

“We look forward to continu-
ing to work with the Gulf Coun-

cil and National Marine Fisheries 
Service to improve recreational 
accountability and data collec-
tion, advance charter/for-hire 
solutions and protect the com-
mercial fishing industry that pro-
vide seafood access to millions 
of Americans,” said a statement 
from the Reef Fish Shareholders’ 
Alliance.

Just a few months ago, negoti-
ations for this new red snapper 
regulation plan were in danger of 
stalling due to the federal govern-
ment shutdown.

In January, the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Association, a 
branch of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administra-
tion with offices in Galveston, 

was closed during the partial 
government shutdown ordered 
by the Trump administration. 
The association sets policy for 
red snapper fishing in Gulf wa-
ters and was in the final stages of 
negotiating with industry when 
the shutdown occurred.

Oversight of recreational red snapper catch falls to state

TOURISM | LODGING

By KERI HEATH
The Daily News

 » GALVESTON

More tourists in Galveston 
means more hotels, but some 
industry stakeholders worry an 
increase in cheaper rooms could 
drive down room prices and de-
crease the hotel tax coming into 
the city.

Many new hotels coming to 
the island are limited-service, or 
hotels with fewer add-on ame-
nities and lower operating costs 
than upscale or midscale hotels, 
said Spencer Priest, chairman 
of the Galveston Park Board of 
Trustees, which promotes island 
tourism.

“The long-term impacts of 
having too much inventory avail-
able to visitors can create a drop 
in what we call our average daily 
rate and revenues,” Priest said. “If 

INSIDE

Some worried  
about growth of  

limited-service hotels

STUART VILLANUEVA/The Daily News
Front desk clerk Alyah Potts works at the check-in counter at the 
Best Western Plus hotel in Galveston on Thursday.

Just The Facts
2018

Chain mid- and upscale 
hotel rooms: 800

Chain limited-service hotel 
rooms: 800

Chain budget hotels rooms: 
900

Independent hotel rooms 
more than $60: 2,000

Independent hotel rooms 
less than $60: 300

Total hotel rooms: 5,700

2014

Chain mid- and upscale 
hotel rooms: 800

Chain limited-service hotel 
rooms: 600

Chain budget hotels rooms: 
600

Independent hotel rooms 
more than $60: 2,300

Independent hotel rooms 
less than $60: 300

Total hotel rooms: 5,200

UTILITY | INFRASTRUCTURE

By JOHN WAYNE FERGUSON
The Daily News

 » SAN LEON

W
ater officials in San 
Leon say it’s inevi-
table that the peo-

ple they serve are going to start 
paying more money in the near 
future.

The unincorporated commu-
nity needs an expanded waste-

water plant 
to handle the 
needs of the 
growing pop-
ulation.

The existing 
plant already 
is over capac-
ity and, were 
it not for a re-
prieve from 
state regula-
tory officials, 
would be fac-
ing thousands 
of dollars of 
fines each 
time a heavy 
rain backs up 
the wastewater 
system, dis-

trict managers said.
“What we’ve seen is that our 

collection system and infrastruc-
ture has deteriorated over time,” 
said Andrew Miller, the district 
manager of the San Leon Munic-
ipal Utility District.

Next week, people who live in 
the San Leon Municipal Utility 
District’s boundaries will begin 
to vote on a $39 million bond, 
which the district said would 
pay for projects over the next 15 
years.

The money will be divided be-
tween 10 different projects, the 
largest of which is a $16.6 mil-
lion expansion of the wastewater 
plant, which will make it capable 
of handling 1.9 million gallons of 
wastewater a day.

The expansion would more 
than double the capacity of the 
existing plant, which was com-
pleted in 1977.

The utility district serves about 
2,800 homes and businesses in a 

Voters face higher taxes  
to expand wastewater plant

KELSEY WALLING/The Daily News photos
Clean water rushes through the San Leon Municipal Waste-
water Treatment Facility on Friday. The San Leon Municipal 
Utility District serves about 2,800 homes and businesses in a 
5-square-mile area.

Michael Dillon, a manager at the San Leon Municipal Waste-
water Treatment Facility, explains how wastewater arrives to 
the plant in San Leon on Friday. Next week, people who live in 
the San Leon Municipal Utility District’s boundaries will begin 
to vote on a $39 million bond, which the district said would 
pay for 15 years of projects.

“Everything 
comes 
with a  
useful 

lifespan, 
eventually 
it reaches 
its end.”

Andrew Miller 

the district 

manager of  

the San Leon 

Municipal  

Utility District
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