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Junior Breeding Beef Show Results from Friday
Bull Division

Place.................................................Contestant.............................Club
Grand Overall........................................... Jessica Turner..............................Colts 4H
Reserve Grand Overall.......................... Jessica Turner..............................Colts 4H
American Division
Breed: ABC
Reserve Breed Champion........................ Katie Carter.................Clear Book FFA
Breed Champion.........................................Amy Roden....................Mavericks 4H
Breed: Beefmaster
Reserve Breed Champion........................Amy Roden....................Mavericks 4H
Breed Champion.................................... Ashley Gripon............Clear Springs FFA
Breed: Brahman
Breed Champion.....................................Karlin Higgins..................... Santa Fe FFA
Breed: Brangus
Reserve Breed Champion.......Savannah Fitzgerald............Friendswood FFA
Breed Champion...........................Johnathan Carruth............Clear Springs FFA
Breed: Red Brangus
Reserve Breed Champion........................ Katie Carter...............Clear Brook FFA
Breed Champion.........................................Amy Roden....................Mavericks 4H
Breed: Santa Gertrudis
Grand Overall.................................... Aaron Meyerhoff..............................Colts 4H
Reserve Breed Champion.................Jacob McCarter.................Clear Book FFA
Breed: Simbrah
Reserve Overall............................................Shelby Giles............Friendswood FFA
Reserve Breed Champion........................John Pinard...............Clear Brook FFA
Breed Champion.........................................Shelby Giles............Friendswood FFA

British Division
Breed: Angus
Reserve Breed Champion....................Kirsten Larsen...................Clear Falls FFA
Breed Champion...........................Johnathan Carruth............Clear Springs FFA
Breed: Hereford
Reserve Breed Champion...................Katelyn Couch............Clear Springs FFA
Breed Champion....................................Alexis Kesseler...................Clear Falls FFA
Breed: Red Angus
Reserve Breed Champion..............Amber Brending...................Clear Falls FFA
Breed Champion..................................... Brittany Faust...................Clear Falls FFA
Breed: Shorthorn
Grand Overall.......................................Amber Ashcraft................Clear Creek FFA
Reserve Breed Champion..................... Haiden Perez..............Texas City Jr. FFA
Breed Champion.................................Amber Ashcraft................Clear Creek FFA

Exotic Division
Breed: AOB
Reserve Breed Champion.......................Brett Hadley..................... Santa Fe FFA
Breed Champion..........................................Alyson Best..............................Colts 4H
Breed: Chianina
Reserve Breed Champion.....................Cristina Perez..... Dickinson FFA Breed 
Champion................................................Kelsey Thomas..................... Santa Fe FFA
Breed: Limousin
Reserve Breed Champion..............Cheyenne Chaka............Clear Springs FFA
Breed Champion........................... Matthew Freeman..................... Santa Fe FFA
Breed: Maine Anjou
Reserve Breed Champion................Michael deMasi................Clear Creek FFA
Breed Champion................................ Michaela Pinder................Clear Creek FFA
Breed: Simmental
Breed Champion...........................................Bryce Giles............Friendswood FFA

Talent show results from Saturday
Lil Kids
First place...............................................................................................Bobby Hopkins
Second place..................................................................................... Jordyn Gutierrez
Third place...............................................................................................Sierra Melchor
Sub Jr.
First place............................................................................................... Jamie Coutorie
Second place..........................................................................................Madison Haas
Third place...................................................... Danielle Copado & Tristin Saucedo
Junior
First place.............................................................................................Marissa Vasquez
Second place..................................................................................................Alex Rudd
Third place.................................................................................................. Aysia Ehrlich
Senior
First place..............................................................Michael Carnell & Katelyn Hood
Second place.............................................................................................. Sara Mullins
Third place...............................................................................................Jessica Triplett

By WHITNEY HODGIN
The Daily News

»» HITCHCOCK
A pen of 4-H rabbits raised by a first-

time competitor from the island will be 
auctioned off Wednesday at the Galveston 
County Fair and Rodeo.

Maddy Moreau, a junior at O’Connell 
College Preparatory High School, raised 
a trio of rabbits that ranked 21st out of 81 
pens, based on their overall health, the size 
of their teeth — “they have to look like Bugs 
Bunny,” she said — and ideal weight — the 
rabbits must be under 5 pounds.

Moreau is one half of the Buccaneers 4H 
club she started last year with friend Em-
ily Low, a senior at O’Connell who lives in 
League City. The island is frequently unrep-
resented at the fair and rodeo. Fair coordi-
nator Melondy Bender said only a hand-
ful of 4H and Future Farmers of America 
Clubs participated this year.

Moreau said she was new to the world of 
raising and caring for livestock and said she 
and Low decided to join 4H for something 
to do.

“I’ve always wanted to get into this,” 
Moreau said. “Who doesn’t want a back-
yard full of bunnies? I just didn’t expect so 
many of them.”

Sandra and Robert Low, Emily Low’s 
parents, volunteered to sponsor the club 
and purchased the pregnant female rabbits 
that rodeo rules mandate participants must 
start with, rather than purchasing kits, or 
baby rabbits, directly from a breeder.

Reality settled in, Moreau said, when each 
rabbit gave birth to nine kits.

As it turns out, a backyard full of bun-
nies requires a lot of work and isn’t always 
cute. The girls raised the rabbits largely by 
themselves in their backyards but turned 
to Robert Low to ink the contestants’ ears 
with the appropriate identifying code closer 
to Saturday’s competition. While he had ex-
perience with the livestock industry, Robert 
Low admitted tattooing rabbit ears wasn’t 
in his repertoire.

He had to resort to YouTube for instruc-
tions on how to tattoo a rabbit’s ear for the 
sake of the team.

“It’s one of those things you watch and 
learn,” Moreau said. “I knew a lot of the 
technical aspects but hadn’t actually done 

it, so we left it up to him.”
It’s been a learning process for the whole 

team, they said.
“Make sure you do it right the first time,” 

Emily Low said. “They screamed like pigs. 
If you get nervous, animals can sense that. 
They are more scared of being held down 
than the actual tattoo.”

There is a local support system for par-
ents, children and their mentors involved 
in 4H at the county extension agents office, 
Robert Low said, but 4H lacks the benefit of 
funding and resources funneled to Future 
Farmers of America clubs, which are run 
by high schools.

“You’ve got to find someone affiliated 
with these services or else you have to teach 
yourself how to do it yourself,” Robert said. 
“It’s all about education.”

Judges ranked about 260 rabbits, includ-
ing the six that represented the Buccaneers, 
in a four-hour period Saturday, which made 
it one of the largest rabbit shows in the last 
20 years of the fair, rabbit Chairwoman Lisa 
Thurmond said.

Thurmond attributed the increase in the 
local rabbit population literally to spring 
being in the air. 

“It’s thanks to the good weather we had 
when they were raising the rabbits,” she 
said.

Moreau and Emily Low’s rabbits were 
born in February.

Contact reporter Whitney Hodgin at 409-683-
5236 or whitney.hodgin@galvnews.com.

Learning as they go
Buccaneers 4H club wins auction spot

Photos by JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News
ABOVE: Jennifer Wang, left, reacts to Emily Low and her father, Robert, tattooing the ear of one 
of Maddy Moreau’s rabbits she showed at the Galveston County Fair and Rodeo as a member of 
O’Connell College Preparatory High School’s Buccaneers’ 4-H club. BELOW: Moreau holds a rabbit.
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