
OUR VIEW

From the archives of The 
Daily News for April 3:

 » In 1914, Galveston 
bankers spread satis-
faction in locations of 
regional reserve bank in 
Dallas.

 » In 1914, island residents 
sent for the city health 
department to clear away 
trash that had been col-
lected in alleys.

 » In 1964, the University 
of Texas Medical Branch 
held Medical Students Day 
for graduating seniors.

 » In 1964, revolutionary 
polyester slacks by Haggar 
cost $10.95 a pair.

 » In 1989, Galveston 
County Commissioners 
approved a $1.1 million 
budget for Galveston 
County’s fiscally troubled 
senior citizens program.

 » In 1989, two new 
employees started work 
at City Hall in Galveston. 
Harold Holmes replaced 
Mike Elms as planning 
director and Mark Terry 
Sokolow began his tenure 
as assistant city attorney.
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ON THE BEACH
Peter Davis writes about  
the island beach scene

» Coming Friday

Brrring-Brrring-
Brrring. We are 
sitting down at 

dinner, and the phone 
explodes off the wall. 
Well not really, but it is 
seriously unhappy. I get 
up and dutifully check 
the caller ID.

It says “Private Caller,” 
so I figure it is John 
Beresford Tipton Jr. 
about to offer me a 
million dollars, or given 
inflation, Warren Buffett 
with a billion. So I pick 
up.

Surprise, surprise, 
it is someone wanting 
my answers to a short 
questionnaire, but first I 
have to listen to House 
Majority Leader Newt 
Gingrich explain how 
ObamaCare has led to 
the conquest of Crimea, 
the impending rule of 
America by China, and 
global warming. Well, 
not the last one.

Like the reasonably 
well-bred liberal Repub-
lican I was raised to be, 
I listen and then tell the 
nice voice that “No, I do 
not think Newt should 
run for president again, 
even if he is offered 
another gazillion dollars 
by Sheldon Adelson.”

So much for dinner. I 
need to be on a diet, and 
this gave me an excuse 
to read about campaign 
financing. Why would 
anyone give a heap of 
money to people who 
run off and act silly by 
riding in a tank wearing 
a dumb helmet or for-
getting which of three 
government depart-
ments to abolish?

The answers seemed 
pretty murky, but ex-
pensive. They are called 
Political Action Com-
mittees. These commit-
tees gather up heaps of 
money and send it to 
the media to show scary 
ads proving our leaders 
are even dopier than we 
thought.

The organizations, 
also known as 527s, are 
mechanisms for extract-
ing unlimited amounts 
of money from the 
pockets of the grumpy 
as a gift to the media.

The 527s need only 
eventually reveal who 
is being grumpy. It’s a 
good deal for the media 
unless the donor is shy.

As I probed further, I 

discovered something 
weirder called a 501(c)
(4) organization. This 
can do the same har-
vesting as long as it is in 
the name of social wel-
fare and education. The 
big difference is that a 
501(c)(4) does not need 
to reveal the names of 
the grumps.

Whoa Nellie, that is a 
license to steal from the 
rich and grumpy and 
give to the media. No 
wonder we do not hear 
about them. Well, actu-
ally we do.

They have discovered 
direct mail and robo 
calls. What a deal! They 
can call you on the 
phone, natter on about 
someone who is the 
ghost of elections past, 
and persuade you to se-
cretly send them money 
so they can repeat the 
process. This reminds 
me of shampooing: 
blather, fleece, repeat.

These organizations 
pay their staff well. 
Recently, Jim DeMint 
discovered being a 
U.S. Senator three 
days a week was too 
much work and he had 
already qualified for a 
pension with benefits.

When the Heritage 
Foundation offered 
him $1 million to think 
about money making 
devices he jumped at 
the chance. What else 
would you expect a 
self-absorbed former 
advertising guy to do?

This is not limited to 
ginormous corporations 
like Heritage. Locally, 
we have groups like 
Clark Services that help 
aspiring young Repub-
licans.

The fact that these lo-
cal services include well 
paid political consult-
ing, advertising and di-
rect mailing shows that 
small businesses can 
make for noisy politics.

Well, back to dinner 
with the phone off the 
hook.

So who is this  
‘Private Caller’?

Guest column
Dan Free-
man lives in 
Galveston.

Sitting on a 
bookshelf in my 
parents’ home in 

Houston is my father’s 
guide to North Ameri-
can birds — and tucked 
in the back pages is a 
list of species we identi-
fied over the years as I 
grew up.

We were not avid 
birders, but looking 
back, it is fascinating to 
see how the list grew, 
and I know it contrib-
uted to our awareness 
of the biodiversity in 
our own backyard.

April heralds the 
spring migration of 
hundreds of species of 
birds, traveling from 
warm southern cli-
mates to their northern 
summer homes, and 
Galveston Island is an 
important stopover 
after an arduous flight 
across the Gulf.

Spend even just a 
little bit of time outside 
in your backyard, at a 
neighborhood park or 
at one of Galveston’s 
lagoons or beaches, and 
you are bound to spot 
a few.

Each year, island-
ers and visitors from 

near and far celebrate 
this migration with 
FeatherFest, one of the 
state’s largest birding 
and nature photogra-
phy festivals. This year’s 
festival is scheduled for 
April 10-13 and will 
be headquartered at 
UTMB’s Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute, 4700 
Broadway, in Galveston.

Birding trips can re-
ally test your stamina 
in the field — long 
periods of standing, 
waiting and whisper-
ing are punctuated 
with brief moments of 
pure adrenaline as you 
sight a new species or 
observe a new behavior.

Although on first 
glance one might not 
think of birding as a 
family friendly activity, 
there are many ben-

efits to spending time 
together outdoors, and 
birding can be a fantas-
tic, low-cost opportu-
nity to bond and learn 
together. 

FledglingFest is new 
to FeatherFest this year. 
Designed with families 
in mind, youth ages 
6 and older and their 
grown-ups can regis-
ter to attend special-
ized activities that will 
introduce them to the 
natural world and the 
joys of birding.

Families can choose 
from an exciting trip 
to view dolphins and 
birds around Galveston 
Harbor and Galveston 
Bay aboard the Seagull 
II, an interactive 
workshop to introduce 
birding as a hobby, with 
identification tech-
niques and places to 
explore on your own, 
and a birding field trip 
by bus to put those new 
identification tech-
niques to work.

These family friendly 
events will be led by 
Stennie Meadours, a 
Texas Master Naturalist 
and former president of 
the Houston Audubon, 

with extensive experi-
ence leading birding 
and nature programs 
for children, including 
the Great Texas Birding 
Classic 8- to 13-year-
old Youth Birding 
Competition. Online 
registration is open 
through 11:59 p.m. 
Sunday at www.galves 
tonfeatherfest.com.

On-site registration at 
FeatherFest Headquar-
ters begins at 4 p.m. 
Wednesday.

Throughout the festi-
val weekend, there also 
will be free educational 
birds of prey shows 
open to the public, along 
with a Birders’ Bazzar 
featuring birding optics 
equipment vendors, 
local environmental 
nonprofits and other 
nature-themed products 
and services. You can 
find times and locations 
on the festival website.

I encourage you to 
put down your digital 
devices this spring and 
head outside with your 
family. Our area boasts 
an incredible wealth 
of natural resources, 
just waiting for you to 
explore.

A great way to get the family outdoors
Guest column

Anja Borski 
is a mem-
ber of the 
board of 
directors of 
the Galves-
ton Island 

Nature Tourism Council.
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This year’s FeatherFest is scheduled for April 10-13. It will be headquartered at UTMB’s Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute, 4700 Broadway, in Galveston. ABOVE: A group tries to spot a bird during the Exploring Pelican Island 
field trip during FeatherFest in 2009.

I f you know a Galves-
ton family of modest 
means that still needs 

help repairing damage 
from Hurricane Ike, please 
help spread the word.

April is the last call for ap-
plications under Round 2 of 
Galveston’s Disaster Recov-
ery Housing Program.

The city has been allocat-
ed money to help low- to 
moderate-income families 
rebuild or repair homes 
they own.

The goal is to repair 
or rebuild 450 homes in 
Round 2. So far, about 
320 applicants appear to 
be qualified, local housing 
advocates said.

The advocates are hop-
ing more homeowners will 
apply.

Volunteers and contrac-
tors have done a lot to 
spread the word. Still, some 
eligible homeowners seem 
reluctant to apply. Perhaps 

some of that reluctance is 
because of the program’s 
reputation.

Galveston had problems 
in launching Round 1 of its 
housing program. The city 
parted ways with its first 
contractor, CDM. There 
was some confusion about 
the rules.

However, the program’s 
efficiency improved dra-
matically under the new 
manager, URS.

The qualifications for 
Round 2 are less restrictive.

The application does in-
clude some fine print. But 
there are two main provi-
sions for eligibility:

First, applicants must have 
owned the home when Ike 
hit or have inherited it from 
someone who did.

Second, applicants must 
meet guidelines for income.

Despite the initial prob-
lems with the Disaster 
Recovery Housing Pro-
gram, roughly 750 homes 
were repaired or rebuilt in 
Round 1. Think what the 
city would look like if those 
houses were still in need of 
repairs.

It would be a shame 
if taxpaying homeown-
ers who qualify for help 
missed this opportunity.

• Heber Taylor

Now’s the time to apply for 
Round 2 help for Ike damages

CALL: 409-877-1645 to sched-
ule an appointment
MAIL: Disaster Recovery 
Housing Program
1021 61st St., Suite 600-A
Galveston, Texas 77551

Income guidelines
Family members Income 
1 ..........................................$37,450
2 ..........................................$42,800
3 ..........................................$48,150
4 ..........................................$53,500

Apply for Disaster Recovery Housing Program


