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In addition to pen-
cils, paper and other 
classroom essentials, 
vaccinations should be 

included on every back-
to-school checklist.

The Galveston Coun-
ty Health District re-
minds parents that Tex-
as law requires students 
in Texas schools to be 
immunized against cer-

tain vaccine-prevent-
able diseases.

“While state law has 
vaccine requirements 
for school entry, I want 
parents to know that 
protecting your child on 
time is important every-

day of the year,” said Dr. 
Mark Guidry, Galveston 
County Health Author-
ity and GCHD Chief 
Executive Officer.

“Vaccines are a safe 
and effective way to 
help individuals pro-

tect themselves, their 
families, and loved ones 
from preventable dis-
eases.”

Vaccines are an im-
portant part of public 

Health district to offer back-to-school immunizations

Tip from  
a teacher

Each Monday, The 
Daily News publishes 
a tip about learning 
and teaching. If you 
have a tip you’d like us 
to consider, send it to 
newsroom@galvnews.
com. Please keep it 
short — no longer 
than 50 words.

Visit your public 
library

Go to the public 
library. Kids love 
having their own 
card. The sense 
of ownership and 
pride that comes 
with checking out 
books “with my 
own card,” always 
makes a child smile 
and promotes re-
sponsibility. Simply 
put, read!

Laura Gant teaches 
fourth grade at William 
H. Stewart Elementary 
in the Hitchcock Inde-
pendent School District.

Laura Gant

Inside DISD
Tammy 
Dowdy is 
director of 
commu-
nications 
for the 
Dickinson 

Independent School District.

Providing stu-
dents the tools 
they need to 

succeed in college is the 
goal of a new program 
in Dickinson Indepen-
dent School District.

AVID — Advance-
ment Via Individual 
Determination — has 
been in place at Dickin-
son High School for two 
years, and the success 
of the program has 
prompted the district 
to implement AVID at 
the junior high level this 
year. There are plans to 
move the program to 
the middle school level 
in 2014-15.

AVID is a college 
readiness program 
impacting more than 
700,000 students in 
kindergarten through 
12th grade, as well as 
students in 28 postsec-
ondary institutions.

About 100 DHS 
students were enrolled 
in the elective class last 
year, but district num-
bers will at least double 
this year with two ad-
ditional classes at DHS 
and two new classes at 
McAdams Junior High 
this school year.

Program  
helps prep  
students  
for college

See immunizations | B7

See DISD | B6

By BRONWYN TURNER
Correspondent

While parents stalk the aisles 
for Pink Pearl erasers, volun-
teers work behind the scenes in 
Galveston County, bringing a 
charitable bright side to the an-
nual school shopping frenzy.

They set up a delivery service 
for families who can’t afford to 
check off supply lists.

“When you consider the fact 
that at several of our elemen-
tary campuses, 96 to 97 per-
cent of the students are on free 
or reduced cost lunch, (you 
know that) for some of these 
kids, families are having tough 
times,” Barbara White said.

White has helped coordinate 
an annual school supply drive 
in Texas City for more than 16 
years.

White works with the Texas 

City Citizens Police Academy 
Alumni Association and the 
Texas City Noon Lions Club 
for the drive, with collection 

Equipped to learn
Districts plan school supply drives to help  
needy children be ready for new school year

By the numbers

$90.47: Average amount families are 
predicted to spend on school supplies 
nationwide, including backpacks.

$230.85: Average 
amount families are 
predicted to spend 
on school attire.

$634.78: Average total amount families with 
school-age children are predicted to spend on  
apparel, shoes, supplies and electronics, down 
from $688.62 last year.

$114.39: Average amount 
families nationwide are  
predicted to spend on shoes.

SOURCE: National Retail Federation’s 2013 Back-to-School Survey  
conducted by Prosper Insights and Analytics, www.nrf.com/backtoschool
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A backpack is filled with school supplies at Galveston Urban 
Ministries, 905 43rd St., in Galveston. School supply drives are 

kicking off throughout the county to help families get ready to 
send their children back to school.


