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BY ROD KING
For IN Fort Wayne Community Newspapers

The legacy of Don Goss, better known as 
“Iris Man,” will live on, and past customers 
can count on to keep buying iris rhizomes 
from the colorful patch on Smith Road in 
southwest Fort Wayne.

His nephew, Phil, who inherited the prop-
erty after Don’s death in March 2019, prom-
ises to continue the yearly tradition, which 
began with Phil’s grandmother back in 1943.

After 54 years of teaching theater, stage-
craft and photography, most of it at Elmhurst 
High School, Don devoted his retirement 
years to the field of irises that was said to be 
at one time the largest in the state. Over the 
years he added 30 to 50 new varieties. The 
field now includes 450 varieties of iris, and 
when it’s at its peak in late May and early 
June it produces more than 5,000 blooms.

“I don’t know a lot about irises,” admitted 
Phil, “but Chris Otis, a former student of 
Don’s who has helped him take care of the 
flowers for many years, and a high school 
friend of mine, Katy Moore, have agreed to 
tend the plants, take and fill orders, dig up 
the 17 rows of rhizomes in the fall and then 
replant them in the spring. Don kept enlarging 
it every year. He was even doing cross-pol-
lination and experiments on the effects of 
gamma-rays on the flowers. He became quite 
the iris expert.”

“The irises hit their peak at the end of 
May,” Phil said, “but people who want to 
order are welcome to come and look over the 
field and choose from a sales sheet listing 
all the varieties and prices ... Then they can 
return in the fall to pick up their rhizomes.”

The iris field is located at 6311 Smith 
Road. Prices range from 50 cents to $15, with 
many irises costing around $4.

“My time and efforts are on caring for the 
46-acre property by mowing, trimming trees, 
cutting hedges and clearing out overgrowth 
that hasn’t been taken care of for probably 
70 years,” Phil said. “Last year I tore out the 
cement foundation of an old barn and held 

‘Iris Man’s’ legacy 
guaranteed to live on

CONTRIBUTED

Don Goss started planting irises in 1982 and 
expanded the field off Smith Road every year. 
After retiring from Elmhurst High School, where 
he taught theater, stagecraft and photography, 
he concentrated his efforts on the flowers until 
his death in March 2019.

n See IRIS on PAGE 20

BY DOUG LEDUC
dleduc@kpcmedia.com

Given recent events dominating national news, Jack 
Patton offered an extremely timely presentation when 
the first five founders to complete the local version of 
the gBETA business development program met June 9 
to celebrate the occasion.

They had started the six-week program together late 
in April and concluded it by showing off pitches they 
honed to attract investment in their startups. The event 
took place virtually as a COVID-19 adjustment.

Patton is CEO of Stre.me, which helps human 
resources professionals and their employers minimize 
biases and resulting inequities.

The software-as-a-service platform it developed 
to accomplish that manages unconscious biases to 

improve patient satisfaction and outcomes and hospital 
profitability. But it also could prove useful for other 
types of employers, such as “law, health insurance, 
education, retail, banking and municipalities, specifi-
cally first responders,” he said in the presentation.

He could not have known when he started going 
through the gBETA program that tens of thousands 
of protesters would be clamoring in the streets for 
justice every night since May 25, when Minnesotan 
George Floyd died while begging police to allow him 
to breathe.

“Bias is pervasive, and every person has bias,” Anne 
Marie Labenberg, the company’s chief equity officer, 
said in an email after the pitch celebration.

“The recent demonstrations have greatly increased 

BY DOREE LEMERT
For IN Fort Wayne Community Newspapers

Luke Williams has spent his time in quar-
antine doing what many people only dream of 
— writing a book.

Now available on Amazon.com, Luke’s 
book, “Stock Market Investing Made Easy: The 
#1 Proven Method for Growing Wealth,” is one 
of Luke’s many efforts to help with his goal of 
becoming a millionaire by the time he is 18. 
And that doesn’t happen for another five years.

At the age of 13, the Maple Creek Middle 
School rising eighth-grader is moving full 
speed ahead toward his lifetime goals of 
becoming a multimillionaire, starting his own 
business, attending a military academy, and 
serving as a U.S. Marine.

The middle of three sons of Kim and 
Andrew Williams, Luke has always been 
motivated to make money, said his mother, 
Kim. “He’s always wanted financial freedom,” 
she said. “He’s talked about it since he was 
very young; when he would have lemonade 
stands to raise money. He’s always been very 
entrepreneurial.”

Luke said he wrote the book to “help 
generate passive income and build up my 
assets,” something he learned about as he 
discovered his passion for following the stock 
market and investing. ”I can be making money 
just by having the book for sale on Amazon. 
You do something once, like write a book, 
figure out how to get it published, and you can 
sell it forever,” he said.

For a boy who hasn’t always been interested 
in reading and writing, and who struggled with 
the process, making the leap to authoring a 
book was an interesting journey for Luke.

Entrepreneur, 13, 
writes book on 

stock market tips

CONTRIBUTED

Luke Williams, who will be in eighth 
grade at Maple Creek Middle School 
this fall, used the pandemic quarantine 
to write a book of stock market advice.

n See BOOK on PAGE 20

Stre.me helps employers 
minimize workforce biases

n See STRE.ME on PAGE 20


