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The city of Wabash is hitting the ground running 
again after raising over $26,000 in local donations for a 
new outdoor fi tness court.

The money was raised on a Patronicity crowd-
funding page organized by the city and Indiana 
Housing and Community Development Authority 
CreatINg Places program. The original fundraising 
goal, per the Patronicity site, was $25,000, which, if 
reached, would result in the city receiving a matching 
grant of $25,000 from IHCDA.

The caveat for these IHCDA campaigns is that 
if the city fails to raise all of the money, no grant 
money is awarded by the department. As it has in the 
past, though, Wabash stepped up to the challenge and 

earned the extra $25,000 by its Aug. 5 deadline.
While many of the donations came in smaller 

amounts, $200 or less, some heavy hitters also 
came around, with two donors, Parkview Wabash 
Hospital and INGUARD, committing $5,000 apiece 
in exchange for being a “featured sponsor.” These 
businesses will have their logos displayed on one of 
the walls of the fi tness court in recognition of their 
support.

“It was a big community effort,” Adam Hall, 
parks superintendent, said. “We had 70 letters sent 
out to individuals; we were sending out emails daily 
to community business people, we even made phone 
calls, making direct contacts.”

The city has a solid track record when it comes to 
reaching fundraising goals, especially when the stakes 
include a sizable matching grant. Hall said that this 

was the city’s fourth CreatINg Places campaign, with 
the last two taking place in back-to-back years.

In 2018, the city successfully raised more than 
$51,000 for a long-planned, all-inclusive playground, 
earning it the $50,000 matching grant. The decision 
this time around to devote the funds and efforts to a 
fi tness court came from the city’s and Mayor Scott 
Long’s goal to encourage more families to adopt a 
healthier lifestyle.

Hall believes that Wabash’s consistent achievement 
of fundraising goals and innovative uses for the funds 
are why IHCDA continues to award these campaigns 
and funds to the city.

“They see how committed we were and how 
committed the community was,” Hall said. “It’s a safer 
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About 17,000 visitors came to Fort Wayne’s new 
Promenade Park, the start of the city’s riverfront 
development, during the Aug. 9-11 grand opening 
celebrations, according to the city’s parks and recre-
ation department.

The attendance number may go up as the Fort 
Wayne Parks and Recreation Department reviews 
drone images taken during the celebrations of the park 
at 202 W. Superior St. by the parks and Fort Wayne 
Police departments. Security was visible during the 
celebration, with police offi cers on bicycles and foot.

The chain-link fence with banners that hid views 
of the park should be coming down, with normal 
operation of the park 6 a.m.-11 p.m. daily.

“There will still be some barriers around the city-
owned gravel lot on the east side of Harrison Street 

but that should not impede citizens’ access to the 
park,” according to Rob Hines, parks spokesman.

The original $17.1 million price tag for the park 
may change too as fi nishing touches are still being 
done, according to Hines.

“We are currently gathering employee, volunteer 
and guest feedback, and will likely make some minor 
changes in the park as we evaluate how the public is 
using the space and how it reacts to everyday wear 
and tear,” he said.

Like other city parks, leashed pets are welcome, 
and several visitors brought their dogs to the opening 
celebrations. A bag dispenser for pet waste is avail-
able in the park. A yellow dispenser also contains 
sunscreen.

The celebrations started with Mayor Tom Henry 
welcoming the community aboard a fl oating stage 

Promenade Park draws 17,000
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All ready for fun and games Aug. 9 at Prome-
nade Park in Fort Wayne.n See PROMENADE  on PAGE 19

Wabash commits to fi t with crowd-funding success

n See COURT on PAGE 19

Fifty years of educating a workforce 
Ivy Tech celebrates half-century in Fort Wayne

CONTRIBUTED 

Milestones from Ivy Tech’s Fort Wayne history include, from left, an early rendering of the 
building, breaking ground in 1975 for the Coliseum Campus at 3800 N. Anthony Blvd., classes 
fi rst held at the former Concordia High School at 1711 Maumee Ave. in 1969, and the start of 
a culinary arts program in 1981 that was headed by Lee Harper, aka Captain Alexander, former 
head chef of Fort Wayne’s Big Boy Restaurants.
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For almost 50 years now, Ivy Tech Community 
College has opened doors for people in Fort Wayne and 
northeast Indiana at large.

Then and now
Ivy Tech Community College, originally the Indiana 

Vocational Technical College, fi rst arrived to Fort 
Wayne in the spring of 1969, setting up on the third 
fl oor of the former Concordia High School on Maumee 
Avenue.

Indiana residents were able to attend Ivy Tech 
with free tuition and no more than $60 per quarter for 
“general fees.” Nonresidents paid $60 for 15 to 18 
credit hours in addition to the general fees.

Although Ivy Tech still remains an affordable educa-
tion option today, the prices have, of course, gone up 
over the past 50 years. For the 2019-20 academic year, 
Indiana residents will pay $145 per credit hour and 
nonresidents pay around $283.

Sticking to students
One thing that hasn’t changed much over the past 

half-century is the impact Ivy Tech Fort Wayne has had 
on the workforce.

Bob Smith was one of the very fi rst graduates of Ivy 
Tech Fort Wayne. As one of fi ve members of the 1971 
graduating class, Smith earned a degree in industrial 
management technology during a time where getting a 
college degree was still optional instead of a prerequi-
site. In fact, when Smith started, he was a 21-year-old 
factory worker, and the decision to go to Ivy Tech was 

almost on a whim.
“Somebody said ‘Hey, there’s a new school; how 

would you like to take a class,’” Smith said. “And for 
the heck of it I said, ‘Yeah let’s take a class.’ I kept 
adding another class, another class and, before I know 
it, I was part of the way through it.”

Fast-forward to today; Joshua Holbrook is 
currently in the process of attaining his degree in 

n See IVY TECH on PAGE 19


