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Business and government leaders cele-
brated more than one kind of groundbreaking 
in New Haven on Feb. 10.

Allen County, the birthplace of the magnet 
wire that powers electric motors worldwide, 
has come up with technology to produce it 
more sustainably and affordably.

Executives referred to the groundbreaking 
research and development achievement 
during festivities marking the start of 
construction for a $16 million copper recla-
mation and production plant expansion at 
1640 Ryan Road.

The plant is owned by a joint venture 
between Fort Wayne-based Steel Dynamics, 
Inc. and Barcelona, Spain-based La Farga 
Group. Formed in 2010, it began operating 
the plant two years later, making high-quality 

copper rod and wire from scrap copper it has 
reclaimed then refined.

Magnet wire is made from copper. Until 
now, conductivity characteristics have 
required its producers to rely on the electro-
lytic-tough-pitch version of the metal derived 
from copper mine ore.

The plant has been working with the 
magnet wire industry for years to improve 
its fire-refined, high-conductivity copper 
production process in a quest for a recycled 
version of the metal that is more competi-
tive with electrolytic-tough-pitch, said P.C. 
Drouin, sales manager for SDI La Farga.

A new product that has resulted from that 
effort “should be an exact replacement,” he 
said.

The joint venture expects the magnet wire 
industry to become an important, sizable new 
market for its recycled copper, and the plant 

FROM STAFF REPORT
The Indiana Region of the American Red 

Cross announced Feb. 10 the departure of the 
Northeast Indiana Chapter Executive Director 
Katherine Mac Aulay, who will be retiring from 
her role Feb. 21. Mac Aulay served the Red Cross 
for 40 years, providing guidance and service to 
northeast Indiana since 1979.

Regional volunteer services 
offi cer Kaleena Wright will serve 
as interim executive director 
for the chapter, and the vacancy 
is posted on the American Red 
Cross careers website, bitly.
com/2UFuAmx.

“I knew soon after coming to 
the American Red Cross that this 
was the organization that I wanted 
to devote my life’s work to,” Mac 

Aulay said in the announcement. “As I look back, 
these years have gone quickly; but I move on to 
the next season of my life fulfi lled, knowing that 

Red Cross executive 
director retiring

Mac Aulay

Regional groups see 
changes in leadership

n See RED CROSS on PAGE 19 n See LITERACY on PAGE 19

FROM STAFF REPORT
The board of 

directors of the 
Literacy Alliance 
has named Melinda 
Haines as the new 
chief executive 
officer of the nonprofit organization.

With more than 30 years 
of experience in a variety 
of education, business and 
nonprofit settings, Haines 
brings extensive communi-
cation, administration and 
collaboration skills to the 
CEO position, which over-
sees the implementation of a 
comprehensive organizational 
strategy, according to an 

agency announcement.
For the past eight years, she has served 

as the director of the Purdue Fort Wayne 

Literacy Alliance 
names new CEO

Haines

SDI La Farga to supply 
magnet wire industry

SDI La Farga breaks ground on $16 million project
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The Allen County Board of 
Commissioners was expected to vote 
Feb. 14 on the extension for Electric 
Works to finalize funding, a day after 
the scheduled announcement of who 
the anchor tenant will be.

Greater Fort Wayne Business 
Weekly confirmed ahead of time 
that Do it Best Corp. has signed a 
letter of intent to relocate its corpo-
rate headquarters into the Broadway 
project as the anchor tenant.

The Allen County-Fort Wayne 
Capital Improvement Board of 
Managers oversees the use of Allen 
County’s food and beverage tax. 
Developers would not comment after 
Feb. 12’s unanimous CIB vote to 
approve the extension because of a 
nondisclosure agreement in place 
ahead of Feb. 13’s official announce-
ment of the tenant. Business Weekly 
went to press before the announce-
ment, which was to be held at Elec-
tric Works.

The $250 million project involves 
redevelopment of the old General 
Electric factory on Broadway 
near downtown Fort Wayne. The 
public-private partnership includes 
a $65 million pledge in local public 
funds.

It was previously announced that 
the then-unknown tenant would 
lease almost 194,000 square feet of 
the 700,000 square feet available in 
Phase 1, which is the property on the 
west side of Broadway, said Kevan 
Biggs of RTM. Plans include rede-
veloping the property on the east side 
of Broadway. Together, 1.2 million 
square feet of space will be available 
for office, educational, innovation, 
retail, residential and other uses. He 
said 415,000 square feet of space 
is secured under letters of intent. 
Previously announced tenants have 
included Parkview Health, Fort 
Wayne Community Schools and Fort 
Wayne Metals, to name a few.

Do it Best CEO Dan Starr 
informed employees of the compa-
ny’s relocation decision at a 
meeting Feb. 11 and said the formal 

Source: Do it 
Best to move HQ 
to Electric Works 
as anchor
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