
Color added
Artists’ mural works 
are blooming on Wells 
Street.

Page 2

Workforce 
issue
Kosciusko County 
creates housing 
program.

Page 10

Communi-
cations
LigTel nears completion 
of  LaGrange expansion.

Page 14

People on the move. ....... .2

Commercial real estate ...6

Editorial. ..........................8

Vol. 17 Issue 19

INSIDE BW

BW’s Top List
Largest residential real estate agencies,

Page 15

Question of  the week
Did you vote in the primary?

Vote at FWBusiness.com

Twitter: @
fwbusiness
Facebook.com/ 
businessweekly

Job losses
Frontier laying off  50 in Fort Wayne.

Page 3

May 13, 2022  Daily updates at FWBusiness.com  $1.00

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Northeast Indiana’s residential real 

estate market has been on fire. Todd 
Stock believes no headwinds can blow 

it out.
“There’s a lot of 

unknowns right now, as 
we head into the rest 
of the year,” Stock said 
this week.

“It’s looking to be 
a really good year, 
although I think rates, 
inflation and the war in 
Ukraine — they’re all 
affecting the economy,” 

he added. “We’ve had historic rate 
increases, as well. I’ve never seen rates 
increase this quickly.”

Still, he said, “In light of all of 
these factors, the demand is so strong, 
the real estate market is going to stay 
strong. It may cool off a little bit.”

Stock owns RE/MAX Results, one 
of the largest residential real estate 
agencies in our annual Book of Lists. 
With two offices in Fort Wayne and 
locations in Angola, Goshen and 
Warsaw, it employs more than 130 full-
time agents selling in 11 counties.

“Last year was phenomenal,” Stock 
said about the agency’s business. Unit 
sales increased by 5% over 2020, 
and with prices rising, sales volume 
boomed by 18%.

So far this year, the trend is 
continuing. Through April, sales were 
up by 10.8% in Allen County, and 
the company’s sales closings have 
increased at a pace of 13.4%. Except 
for Elkhart County, where sales are 
down, “We’re up 20% everywhere 
else,” he said.

“The average on the market for 
a listing is only 17.5 days, which 
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BY EMELINE HAWKINS 
For Business Weekly

With the 1950 census finally available to the 
public, it’s an exciting occasion at the Allen 
County Public Library Genealogy Center.

The 1950 census was released April 1, 72 
years after the census was taken, per the rule 
agreement made in 1942 between the U.S. 
Census Bureau and National Archives that 
provides a balance between the need for public 
release of federal records and that of protecting 
confidentiality, according to the National 
Census Bureau website.

Thus, prior to this census, the most recent 
census release was back in 2012, when the 
1940 census became available.

According to acting general services 
manager of the Genealogy Center at the 
Allen County Public Library Allison DePrey 
Singleton, the information available will help 
people shed light on many aspects of life back 
then.

“The census is an invaluable piece of history 
on so many levels, you can use it to under-
stand our community, ethnic groups, country, 
anything you can study, really,” she said.

While it may seem like a bunch of 
not-so-meaningful data, the census allows 
people to glimpse into lives back in the 
1950s, for example, how neighborhoods were 

organized and occupations that people had.
Singleton describes it as “looking at a snap-

shot in history.”
One example is the questions asked on the 

census. For example, the 1930 census asked 
how many households owned radio sets, while 
the 1940 census asked how many households 
were getting assistance through the New Deal 
program set up by President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt.

The 1950 census specifically asked about 
employment and income, especially with more 
women working after World War II.

The census is useful for people looking into 
their own family history; it can help families 
discover unknown and, sometimes, even ille-
gitimate, family members they wouldn’t have 
known about otherwise.

Having the 1950 census available is also 
useful since genealogists can now compare it to 
the 1940 census, from a pre-war to a post-war 
point of view.

With so much new information at her hands, 
Singleton has already arranged for informa-
tional sessions for the public. Two sessions 
have been held already, with a third in the 
works.

On a local level, multiple well-known fami-
lies in Fort Wayne are listed in the census, 
including the Bass family who owned the Bass 

1950 census data 
available to public

FROM STAFF REPORTS
HICKSVILLE, Ohio — Nemco Food Equip-

ment, a foodservice industry leader in food 
prep and other countertop applications, has 
acquired Fort Wayne’s, Meister Cook, LLC, a 
custom food equipment designer that has devel-
oped a range of proprietary solutions for large 
restaurant chains throughout North America.

Erik Magner who comes from a background 
in military intelligence before getting into 
the foodservice equipment industry, founded 
Meister Cook in Fort Wayne in 2006. The 
company developed the restaurant industry’s 
first hot air re-circulating fried food holder, 
according to its website. Its products include 
a mechanical donut filler, waterfall glazing 
machines, powerless food thermometers, high 
speed panini grills, industry revolutionary food 
packaging systems and teabags with steep 
timers. It has operated out of the Northeast 

Nemco food tool co. 
has purcheased Fort 
Wayne companyd
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Nemco says its acquisition of Meister Cook and 
its Hot Hold series of dry/moist food warmers 
will aid labor-strapped operators in its foodser-
vice distribution network. Meister Cook’s Hot 
Hold units use technology that doesn’t sacrifice 
food freshness.
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